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THE  OLD  YEAR  AND  THE  NEW 

The  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board  congratulates  its  members  on  the  high 
degree  of  success  attained  during  the  past  year.  The  new  Priesthood  plan  pre- 
sented by  the  General  Authorities  of  the  Church  has  not  been  put  into  operation 
without  some  difficulties;  nevertheless,  with  the  co-operation  and  support  of  the  loyal 
Sunday  School  and  Priesthood  workers,  it  has  met  with  a  large  measure  of  success. 
The  conventions  held  in  the  early  part  of  last  year  were  well  attended  and  highly 
inspirational.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  reaching  our  objective — name- 
ly, the  promotion  of  spirituality  through  greater  skill  in  classroom  activities.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  spiritual  awakening.  The  records  show  a  large  increase  in 
adult  membership  and  the  teaching  standard  in  general  has  improved.  There  have 
also  been  gains  in  the  attendance  and  activity  of  the  Priesthood. 

We  are  entering  the  New  Year  with  unusually  bright  prospects.  The  new 
courses  of  study  in  all  departments  are  considered  inspirational  and  faith-promoting. 
The  1936  conventions,  which  will  begin  about  the  time  this  magazine  is  circulated, 
will  have  as  their  theme  "Lesson  Enrichment".  The  outlines  of  the  theme  will  be 
presented  to  the  conventions  and  a  follow-up  project  carried  out  in  stake  Union  Meet- 
ings. The  program  is  published  in  full  in  this  issue  of  The  Instructor.  It  indicates 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  proposed. 

The  General  Board  recognizes,  too,  the  great  importance  of  Sunday  School 
work  in  the  missions  and  has  in  mind  the  preparation  of  extension  courses  to  reach 
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members  even  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  world.    Some  of  the  missions  already  are 
successfully  carrying  out  such  a  plan  through  correspondence. 

One  of  the  great  urges  of  the  year  will  be  the  promotion  of  a  stronger  fellowship 
among  Sunday  School  workers.  Sometimes  this  helpful  phase  of  the  work  is  neglect- 
ed. Only  recently  a  faithful  and  hard  working  member  of  the  Church  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  beloved  wife.  He  was  a  member  of  a  popular  civic  organization 
which  showered  him  with  expressions  of  sympathy  and  friendship,  but  his  Church 
quorum  and  friends  failed  in  this  respect.  The  difference  was  sadly  noted.  This 
is  not  as  it  should  be.  We  should  show  interest  in  one  another  s  success  and 
sympathy  and  helpfulness  in  misfortune.  We  should  meet  together  often  in  social 
gatherings.    Such  association  will  improve  the  morale  of  the  Sunday  School  groups. 

The  major  aim  of  the  Sunday  School  is  to  teach  the  Restored  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  Chuch.  The  commission  is  a  high  one.  If  the  lives  of  our  members 
are  not  improved,  if  fellowship  is  not  quickened,  if  righteousness  does  not  become 
a  part  of  daily  conduct,  if  the  standards  of  the  communities  in  which  we  live  are  not 
raised  as  a  result  of  Sunday  School  work,  then  is  our  teaching  vain;  but  fortunately 
there  is  evidence  that  Sunday  School  work  is  bringing  results.  The  fact  that  a  larger 
majority  of  our  young  people  are  living  up  to  the  standards  of  the  Church  in  the 
face  of  the  tremendous  propaganda  carried  on  through  radio,  press  and  rostrum, 
is  a  heartening  sign. 

That  the  Lord  may  bless  the  efforts  of  the  30,000  loyal  and  faithful  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers  in  their  endeavor  to  establish  righteousness  in  the  earth, 
is  the  New  Year's  wish  of  the  Desert  Sunday  School  Union  Board. 

George  D.  Pyper, 

Milton  Bennion, 
A.  Hamer  Reiser,  George  R.  Hill. 

General  Secretary  General  Superintendency 

THE  WILL  TO  PROGRESS 


Every  year  most  of  us  make  New  Year's 
Resolutions.  That  is  taken  as  a  matter  of 
course.  But  how  long  do  we  keep  them 
in  mind?  The  chances  are,  ten  to  one,  that 
these  resolutions  take  their  place  among 
the  fade-outs  long  before  the  end  of  the 
year  in  which  they  are  made. 

On  the  first  of  January  we  say  to  ourselves : 
I  am  going  to  quit  smoking,  or  being  late 
at  work,  or  speaking  crossly  to  some  one  in 
the  home,  or  spending  more  than  I  earn, 
or  neglecting  sacrament  meetings,  or,  it  may 
be,  something  a  good  deal  worse.  During 
the  week,  or  even  the  month  in  which  we 
so  highly  resolve,  we  put  these  resolutions 
in  the  front  of  our  mind,  but,  as  the  days 
pass  and  a  multitude  of  things  come  up  to 
be  done,  they  grow  dimmer  and  dimmer, 
till  they  become  a  memory,  and  we  put 
them  away,  sadly,  in  lavender  ani  old  lace, 
only  to  be  taken  out  again  the  following 
January. 

Is  this  the  sort  of  futility  for  a  Christian 
man  or  woman  to  practice,  who  believes  in 
the  saying,  "Be  ye,  therefore,  perfect,  even 
as  your  father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect"? 
This  is  to  make  no  headway  at  all,  for  two 
reasons:  First,  we  bite  off  more  than  we 
can  chew,  as  the  saying  goes,  and,  second, 
we  let  our  batteries  run  down. 


Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  Charles  Lindbergh,  in  our  own 
time,  have  set  us  an  example  in  the  way 
that  character  may  be  chiseled  out. 

Instead  of  taking  a  number  of  things  to 
overcome  or  to  acquire,  they  singled  out 
just  one  item.  Presumably  it  was  what  stood 
most  in  need  of  attention  at  the  time.  Having 
done  so,  they  worked  continuously  and  per- 
sistently at  it  till  it  became  a  habit  with 
them.  One  of  the  things  that  the  Colonel 
isolated,  for  example,  was  the  idea  of  not 
talking  too  much.  That  he  succeeded  in  a 
high  degree,  any  newspaper  reporter  will 
bear  witness  who  has  tried  to  interview  him. 
Some  specific  item  that  goes  into  the  making 
of  character  having  been  put  into  the  cate- 
gory of  what  the  late  Professor  James  called 
"second  nature,"  another  was  chosen  on  the 
same  principle  and  carried  through  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  Thus  one  citadel  after 
another  fell  before  the  determined  attack  of 
these  moulders  of  character.  In  the  case 
of  Franklin  it  required  a  lifetime  of  effort, 
but  in  the  end  he  was  a  much  better  man 
than  he  was  to  begin  with;  and  doubtless 
this  will  be  true  also  of  the  young  aviator. 
The  method  works.     It  brings  results. 

This  method   is   so  uncommon  as   to  be 
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striking.  Yet  it  is  the  only  one  that  gets 
any  one  anywhere  in  this  world.  To  make 
and  break  a  resolution  every  year  leaves  us 
exactly  where  we  were — except  that  we  are 
weaker  than  we  were.    Fifty,  seventy,  eighty 


years  of  such  futile  drifting  leaves  the  old 
man,  the  old  woman,  where  the  boy  and  the 
girl  were.  The  sensible  way,  on  the  con- 
trary, brings  us  to  a  happy  ending,  because 
we  have  achieved  a  definite  goal. 


A  Look  At  Teaching 


A  distinguished  scholar  read  a  well-pre- 
pared paper  to  a  group  of  religious  teachers 
a  few  days  ago.  This  teacher,  in  the  course 
of  a  scholarly  address,  remarked,  "We  learn 
religion  in  the  same  way  that  we  learn  sci- 
ence." 

The  circumstance  raises  a  pertinent  ques- 
tion, pertaining  to  the  task  of  the  teacher  of 
religion:  Do  we  learn  religion  in  the  same 
way  that  we  learn  science? 

This  question  gives  rise  to  another  that  is 
more  fundamental.  What  is  religion?  If  re- 
ligion is  just  a  body  of  assembled  facts,  tech- 
nically acquired,  as  we  learn  the  facts  of 
botany  and  geology,  then  of  course  we  can 
learn  religion  in  the  same  way  that  we  learn 
botany  and  geology.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact 
religion,  as  understood  by  the  great  spiritual 
leaders  of  the  race,  is  something  more  than 
a  group  of  facts  scientifically  arrived  at.  Re- 
ligion in  its  vital  aspects  is  life — vibrant,  radi- 
ant life.  Dr.  William  James  says  that  re- 
ligion" consists  of  acts  that  are  apprehended 
as  standing  relation  to  God."  An  informed 
Latter-day  Saint  would  amplify  this  definition, 
and  say  that  religion  is  living  in  conscious  un- 
ion with  God,  and  actually  participating 
with  Him  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  con- 
structive work  in  the  world. 

This  conception  of  religion  makes  finding 
God  the  very  essence  of  the  religious  life.  If 
one  can  find  God  in  the  same  way  that  he  can 
find  a  fact,  in  a  test  tube  or  crucible,  then  of 
course  he  can  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
things  of  God  in  the  same  way  that  the  tech- 
nical scientist  finds  his  facts.  But  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  we  do  not  become  acquainted  with 
anything  in  the  personal  realm  by  critical  in- 
vestigation or  technical  experimentation.  We 
learn  to  know  persons  through  sympathetic 
association  with  them.  The  child  learns  to 
know  his  mother  by  the  direct  impress  of  his 
mother's  loving  spirit  upon  his  spirit.  We 
learn  to  know  our  friends  through  actual 
friendly  fraternizing.  And  we  learn  to  know 
God  through  actual  conscious  communion 
with  Him.  Tennyson  uttered  a  profound 
truth  when  he  said, 
"Speak  to  Him,  for  He  hears,  and  spirit  to 

spirit  can  speak. 
Closer  is  He  than  breathing,  and  nearer  than 
hands  and  feet." 

The  idea  that  "spirit  to  spirit  can  speak" 
is  cardinal  in  the  divine  Master's  theory  of 
the  knowledge  of  God.  He  declared  that  the 
spirit  of  truth  would  lead  into  all  truth,  or 
make  alive  to  all  truth.  In  other  words,  Jesus 
established  for  His  disciples  a  spiritual  lab- 


oratory, and  provided  as  the  effective  instru- 
mentalities of  that  laboratory,  communion, 
prayer,  and  worship.  By  the  proper  utilization 
of  these  agencies,  his  disciples  find  actual 
fellowship  with  God  through  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

This  basic  truth  holds  the  key  to  effective 
religious  teaching.  The  successful  teacher 
of  religion  is  the  one  who  can  induct  his 
pupils  into  the  laboratory  of  the  Spirit,  and 
teach  them  how  to  use  effectively  the  tools  of 
religious  education — communion,  devotion, 
and  prayer.  That  teacher  who  fails  to  give 
his  students,  of  sufficient  understanding,  an 
actual  experienced  knowledge  of  the  mean- 
ing and  efficacy  of  prayer,  has  failed  even 
though  he  has  poured  into  the  heads  of  his 
pupils  volumes  of  the  philosophy  and  history 
of  religion. 

One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  pow- 
erful religious  teaching  is  furnished  by  the 
story  of  a  short  preaching  tour  of  the  late 
Joseph  F.  Smith  in  the  South,  shortly  before 
his  death.  The  venerable  leader  spoke  one 
night  from  the  stage  of  a  large  theatre  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  a  critical  audience, 
made  up  of  curiosity  seekers,  professorial 
men,  and  society  dames.  He  appeared  before 
this  frigid  audience  as  the  head  of  a  despised 
church,  and  delivered  his  misunderstood  mes- 
sage to  cynics  and  skeptics.  The  newspaper 
account  of  his  sermon  is  a  striking  tribute 
to  a  great  teacher,  who  had  the  power  to 
kindle  in  human  souls  the  divine  flame  of 
the  Spirit. 

One  of  the  reporters  started  his  description 
of  the  speaker's  method  by  saying,  "his  man- 
ner was  not  unusual,"  and  then  he  in  part  re- 
tracted the  statement  and  added,  "When  the 
speaker  became  earnest,  women  lifted  their 
handkerchiefs  to  their  eyes;  and  men  looked 
warmed." 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  by  the  spiritual 
fire  that  glowed  in  his  own  fervent  soul,  actu- 
ally melted  the  cold  hearts  of  his  curious 
hearers.  That  was  a  triumph  of  real  art 
Tolstoi  defines  art  as  a  "means  of  infecting 
others  with  what  we  feel  without  argument." 
President  Smith  "infected"  his  audience  with 
the  spiritual  power  and  joy  he  felt.  Infecting 
others  with  what  we  feel  of  the  goodness  and 
majesty  of  God,  is  the  most  vital  aspect  of 
the  teaching  art,  in  the  spiritual  realm.  It  is 
the  art  of  arts.  It  makes  the  teacher  an  actual 
transmitter  of  divine  light  and  life,  direct  to. 
impressible  souls.  This  sort  of  teaching  is 
in  reality  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
and  human  ennoblement. — Nephi  Jensen. 
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General  Board  Committee:  John  T.  Wahlquist,  Chairman;  James  L.  Barker,  Vice-Chairman 

may  be  obtained,  free  of  charge,  from  the 
General  Secretary,  50  N.  Main  St.,  Salt  Lake 
City. 

Spend  some  time  discussing  the  lecture. 

Examine  lesson  plans  submitted  by  the 
students  (see  Project,  p.  148).  Answer  ques- 
tions, practical  and  theoretical,  which  natural- 
ly arise. 

Emphasize  the  importance  of  supplement- 
ary material.  (See  text,  p.  146.)  Arrange  to 
have  the  class  attend  the  afternoon  session 
of  the  Annual  Convention  in  your  stake.  The 
theme  is  Lesson  Enrichment.  The  dates  for 
the  convention  are  listed  in  the  December 
issue  of  the  Instructor,  p.  546. 

Assign  the  Review  of  Unit  II.  (See  text, 
pages   151-152  for  specific  exercises). 


SCHEDULE  FOR  FEBRUARY  AND 
MARCH,  1936 

Note:  The  complete  schedule  for  1935-36 
appeared  in  the  September  issue  of  the  In- 
structor.  The  dates  suggested  below  hold 
for  classes  started  October  13,  1935.  Ref- 
erences are  to  the  official  text,  Wahlquist, 
Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Activities. 

Important!  See  the  suggestion  regarding 
the  Annual  Conventions  contained  in  the 
schedule  February  2nd,  Measuring  Results 
in  Religious  Instruction,  Chapter  XII,  pages 
126-138,  inclusive. 

If  you  assigned  Exercise  No.  7  as  sug- 
gested in  the  December  issue,  have  examples 
of  the  new  type  tests  placed  upon  the  black- 
board. 

The  following  pivotal  questions  parallel 
the  text: 

1.  Why  is  it  difficult  to  measure  religious 
instruction? 

2.  Is  it  desirable  to  measure  Sunday  School 
instruction? 

3.  How  should  we  measure  Sunday  School 
work? 

4.  Should  the  recitation  be  in  the  nature 
of  a  test? 

5.  How  may  tests  be  used  as  study  guides? 
(See  Chapter  X) 

6.  What  are  the  advantages  and  disap- 
vantages  of  essay  tests? 

7.  What  are  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages of  new-type  tests? 

The  explanation  of  the  blackboard  ma- 
terial is  now  in  order.  Evaluate  the  various 
exercises.  Give  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment. 

For  illustrative  material,  secure  from  a 
stake  board  member  a  copy  of  the  final 
test  for  December  1935.  (Note:  See  the 
outline  for  the  December  Union  Meeting  in 
the  October  issue  of  the  Instructor,  p.  443.) 
Discuss  its  merits  and  demerits. 

In  the  assignment,  call  attention  to  the 
January  Union  Meeting,  devoted  to  Lesson 
Planning.  If  possible,  arrange  for  slides 
used  in  the  1935  Convention,  A  Teacher 
Preparing  His  Lesson. 

Assign  the  project  outlined  (page  148). 

February  9th — Lesson  Planning, 
(Chapter  XIII,  pages  139-149,  inclusive) 

If  possible  deliver  an  illustrated  lecture 
(not  to  exceed  20  minutes)  based  upon  the 
slides  used  in  the  1935  Annual  Conventions. 
(This  will  be  a  good  follow-up  on  the  lesson 
on   Visual   Aids,   January   5th)    The   slides 


February  16th — Review  of  Unit  II 

(Pages  149-152,  inclusive) 

(Note:  Arrange  to  have  the  class  attend 
the  afternoon  session  of  the  Annual  Con- 
vention devoted  to  Lesson  Enrichment.  See 
the  December  Instructor  for  the  date). 

Follow  one  or  more  of  the  specific  sug- 
gestions contained  in  the  text,  pages  151 
and  152. 

Assign  Learning  Exercises,  pp.  160-161, 
and  the  special  project  indicated  in  the  next 
lesson. 

February  23 — Classroom  Routine 
(Chapter  XIV,  pages  154-161,  inclusive) 

Important!  Arrange  to  have  the  class  attend 
the  February  Union  Meeting  which  wilt  be 
devoted  to  Classroom  Routine  and  Discipline, 
except  in  stakes  holding  Annual  Convention 
in  January. 

Spend  a  profitable  half-hour  discussing  the 
Learning  Exercises,  pages  160-161. 

Hear  a  report  on  a  special  project  involv- 
ing an  inventory  of  the  equipment  of  three 
typical  classrooms.  What  do  these  classes 
need?  (Blackboards,  maps,  charts,,  leaflets, 
textbooks,  etc.)  How  may  it  be  obtained? 
(Note:  An  early  Union  Meeting  will  be 
devoted  to  Classroom  Equipment.  See  your 
Stake  Superintendent  for  the  date  or  see  the 
Union  Meeting  outlined  in  the  January  issue 
and  the  schedule  in  the  December  issue  of 
the  Instructor.) 

Introduce  and  assign  the  Learning  Exer- 
cises, pages  168  and  169. 

March  1st — Classroom  Discipline 

(Chapter  XV,  pages   162-169,  inclusive) 

While  students  place  Exercises   1,  2,  5, 
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and  7  on  the  blackboard  for  later  discussion, 
discuss  Exercises  3,  4,  and  6.  (Pages  168- 
169) 

Answer  the  question:  What  is  good  disci- 
pline? 

List  matters  for  disciplinary  action.  Note 
that  the  items  (pages  163-164)  are  simply 
the  symptoms.  The  causes  must  be  ascer- 
tained in  any  given  situation. 

Have  students  describe  the  methods  of 
teachers  who  obtained  good  discipline.  Who 
failed  to  secure  good  discipline. 

The  blackboard  material  should  form  the 
basis  of  a  good  discussion  of  disciplinary 
measures. 

If  possible  asign  Directed  Obervation  No. 
3.  Read  through  the  questions  together 
(pages  169-170).  Assign  the  problem  in  the 
Review  of  Unit  III,  pages  170-173. 

March  8th — Optional  Topics:  Directed 

Observation  No.  3. 

(Pages  169-170  and  Review  of  Unit  HI, 

pages  170-173) 

Also  assign  the  lesson  for  March  15th, 
unless  you  plan  to  meet  March  8th. 

Both  assignments  may  be  covered  by  hav- 
ing students  observe  their  own  classes  in 
Mutual  or  Seminary.  Ordinarily,  it  will  be 
more  profitable  to  visit  Sunday  School  in 
the  home  ward.  In  this  event,  not  more 
than  one  or  two  teacher  trainers  should  visit 
the  same  class.  Note  the  questions  before, 
and  the  conclusion  of,  the  class  period,  (pages 
169-170) 

The  problems  in  the  review  may  be  as- 
signed in  advance  for  special  report.  Stu- 
dents may  be  asked  to  submit  other  problems, 
suggested  by  their  own  experiences  or  by 
teachers  they  may  interview. 

If  the  lessons  are  combined  part  of  the 
hour  should  be  devoted  to  reports  on  obser- 
vations. Caution  students  to  omit  the  names 
of  the  teachers. 

Advance  assignment:  Explain  and  start  the 
students  on  the  self-rating  scale  suggested  in 
Learning  Exercise  1  (page  184).  Make 
special  assignments  of  Exercises  4,  5  and 
6.  Exercises  7  and  8  should  be  called  to 
the  attention  of  all  students. 

See  the  suggestion  below  regarding  the 
Union  Meeting! 

March  15th — Growth  in  Service 
Important! 

In  Stakes  where  the  Annual  Conventions 
are  scheduled  after  February,  the  March 
Union  Meetings  will  be  devoted  to  this  topic. 
The  teacher-training  class  should  attend  in 
a  body.  The  members  may  either  attend 
the  various  departmental  sessions  or  meet 
together  following  the  general  session.  Stakes 
with  early  conventions  will  treat  this  topic 
in  a  Summer  Union  Meeting. 

Two  or  three  of  the  self-rating  scales  may 


be  placed  on  the  board  for  evaluation  and 
discussion. 

While  some  students  are  placing  material 
on  the  blackboard,  others  may  discuss  meth- 
ods of  overcoming  the  weaknesses  of  teachers. 
(See  text,  pp.  178-180) 

Hear  students  report  special  assignments 
4  ( should  also  be  on  the  blackboard ) ,  5  and 
6. 

All  may  discuss  with  great  interest  their 
best  and  worst  teachers. 

Advance  assignment:  Assign  individuals 
to  make  special  reports  on  Classroom  Visita- 
tions, Individual  Conferences,  Group  Confer- 
ences and  Teacher's  Visits.  Invite  Stake 
Board  Members  to  discuss  these  topics.  It 
will  motivate  the  class  and  interest  the  Stake 
Board  members  in  teacher  training.  See  se- 
lected References. 

Call  the  attention  of  all  students  to  the 
Learning  Exercises  (page  192). 

March  22nd — Supervision  as  an  Aid  to 
Teaching 

(Chapter  XVII,  pages   186-193,  inclusive) 

Important! 

Stakes  with  Annual  Conventions  scheduled 
after  April  1st,  will  treat  this  topic  in  the 
April  Union  Meeting,  The  teacher  training 
classes  should  attend  in  a  body.  Other 
stakes  will  treat  this  topic  in  a  Summer  Union 
Meeting. 

If  the  above  advance  assignments  were 
made,  the  teacher-trainer  should  entertain 
three  questions  before  hearing  special  re- 
ports: 

1.  What  is  supervision? 

2.  Do  we  need  supervision  in  religious 
education? 

3.  What  does  the  supervisor  expect  of 
the  teacher? 

Stake  board  members  or  students  may 
then  describe  the  special  supervisory  tech- 
niques. 

Special  caution  should  be  made  in  the  last 
assignment,  which  may  well  cover  several 
meetings.  Practically  all  of  the  Learning 
Exercises  (pages  206-207)  will  make  in- 
teresting special  reports  as  points  of  de- 
parture for  spirited  discusions. 

March   29th— Some   Psychological 

Considerations 

(Chapter  XVII,  pages  194-207,  inclusive) 

This  topic  may  be  continued  over  several 
class  sessions.  (See  the  February  Instructor 
for  suggestions.) 

If  the  services  of  an  expert  psychologist 
are  available,  invite  him  to  lecture  to  the  class 
on  this  topic. 

Otherwise,  hear  special  reports  based  upon 
previous  assignments.   (See  pages  206-207.) 

It  is  imperative  that  the  teacher  do  some 
special  reading  on  this  topic.  (See  the  Se- 
lected References.) 
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Important! 

The  four  Union  meeting  programs  here 
outlined  constitute  the  follow-up  on  the  1936 
Convention  Program  centered  in  Lesson  En- 
richment. The  10:30  session  of  the  Con- 
vention will  be  spent  with  Stake  Board  mem- 
bers in  preparation  for  these  four  Union 
meetings.  Plans  will  also  be  submitted  for 
a  follow-up  on  the  Union  meeting  programs, 
including  visits  from  the  General  Board. 
Inasmuch  as  the  February  Union  meeting  was 
outlined  in  the  December  Instructor,  the  first 
program  outlined  below  should  ordinarily 
occur  in  March.  However,  Stakes  with  early 
conventions  should  begin  in  February.  Stakes 
in  which  conventions  are  not  scheduled  be- 
fore the  March  Union  meeting,  should  devote 
the  March  Union  meeting  to  optional  topic 
No.  1  and  stakes  where  conventions  do  not 
occur  before  the  April  Union  meeting  should 
devote  the  April  Union  meeting  to  Optional 
Topic  No.  2. 

The  optional  topics  will  be  outlined  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  Instructor.  In  any 
event,  the  four  topics  here  outlined  are  to 
be  considered  in  the  order  given.  Stakes 
beginning  this  series  in  February  or  March 
will  complete  it  in  May  or  June,  will  finish 
in  July.  Where  it  is  possible  to  have  Union 
meetings  in  July  and  August — and  this  is 
always  desirable — the  stakes  where  the  com- 
plete program  has  been  given  should  use 
Optional  Topics  Nos.  1  and  2.  (See  the 
February  Instructor) 

Union  Meeting  Schedule 

The  schedule   follows: 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

First  session  after  Convention:  Lesson 
Enrichment  through  pupil  contributions  (Feb- 
ruary, March,  April  or  May). 

Second  session  after  Convention:  Lesson 
Enrichment  through  Music  and  Art  (March, 
April,  May  or  June). 

Third  session  after  Convention:  Lesson 
Enrichment  through  the  Spoken  Arts  (April, 
May,  June  or  July). 

Fourth  session  after  Convention:  Lesson 
Enrichment  through  use  of  Equipment  ( May, 
June,  July  or  August). 

September  session:  Stake  Progress  in  Les- 
son Enrichment,  Optional  Topic  No.  1: 
Growth  in  Service  (March,  April,  June,  July 
or  August).  See  February  Instructor. 

Optional  Topic  No.  2:  Capitalizing  upon 
Supervision  (April,  June,  July  or  August). 
(See  February  Instructor). 

First  Union  Meeting:  Lesson  Enrichment 
through  Pupil  Contributions. 

References:  The  leader  in  the  general  ses- 
sion, the  department  supervisors  and  the 
teachers  should  re-read  the  following  cita- 


tions in  Wahlquist:  Teaching  as  the  Direc- 
tion oi  Activities. 

Individual  differences,  pp.  196-199. 

The  Principle  of  Self-Activity,  pp.  26-30. 

The  Problem-Project  Method,  Chapter  VI, 
pp.  71-76. 

Activities  of  the  Socialized  Class,  pp.  83- 
84. 

Adjusting  to  Individual  Differences,  pp. 
103-104. 

Supplementary  Material,  pp.  146-148. 

Objective:  To  lead  Teachers  to  see  that 
individual  contributions  by  pupils  will  enrich 
the  class  hour. 

To  recognize  the  different  types  of  pupil 
contribution  possible  in  the  Sunday  School 
class  hour. 

To  assist  teachers  in  planning  definitely 
for  pupil  contributions. 

General  Statement:  We  commonly  recog- 
nize that  "man  was  not  made  for  the  Sab- 
bath," yet  all  too  commonly  teachers  usurp 
all  the  activity  of  the  class  hour,  expecting 
children  to  sit  passively  through  long  dis- 
courses. Such  procedures  result  in  a  direct 
violation  of  the  first  law  of  learning,  namely, 
self-activity.  Few  teachers  realize  the  extent 
to  which  pupils  can  contribute  to  the  class 
hour,  either  in  unison  or  by  individual  assign- 
ment. Visualize  the  lesson  enrichment  pos- 
sible through  appropriate  songs,  poems, 
stories,  excerpts  from  literature,  or  special 
reports  contributed  by  pupils.  Think  of 
the  possibilities  for  informal  dramatization, 
song  services,  picture  study  and  similar  situ- 
ations in  which  all  may  actively  particpate. 

The  General  Session.  The  leader  in  the 
general  session  should  prepare  for  a  social- 
ized discussion  and  demonstration.  The  fol- 
lowing situation  is  merely  suggestive: 

Topic,  Joseph  Smith,  An  American  Prophet. 

I.  Discussion. 

You  are  to  prepare  a  lesson  on  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Mormon  prophet: 

a.  What  songs  could  the  class  sing? 

b.  What  excerpts  from  Joseph  Smith's 
writings  could  be  read  by  pupils? 

c.  How  could  his  early  surroundings 
be  shown? 

d.  How  could  his  ancestry  be  exhibited 
graphically? 

e.  How  could  the  spirit  of  his  ancestors 
be  demonstrated? 

f.  What  is  a  prophet?  Show  how  this 
definition  applies  to  Joseph  Smith. 

g.  How  has  he  been  rated?  In  the 
Church?  In  the  world?  How  can  we 
find  out? 

Note:  This  is  to  be  an  open  discussion 
during  the  process  of  which  teachers  will 
make  suggestions.  This  should  not  occupy 
more  than  fifteen  minutes.     It  is  simply  to 
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set  the  stage  for  the  Demonstration. 
II.  Demonstration.  By  advance  assignment 
and   preparation  have  either  teachers 
or  pupils  demonstrate: 

a.  An  appropriate  song  to  sing  in  the 
cass  room.  "Joseph  Smith's  First 
Prayer." 

b.  An  appropriate  excerpt:  Joseph's  own 
description  of  the  first  vision,  (See 
his  History  of  the  Church,  Period  I, 
or  writings  of  Joseph  Smith,  No.  2, 
appendix  to  The  Pearl  o[  Great  Price, 
issue  of  1922.) 

c.  Appropriate  pictures:  the  Smith  farm 
in  Palmyra,  the  Sacred  Grove,  the 
Hill  Cumorah,  etc.  If  possible  pro- 
ject these  pictures,  but  explain  how 
the  teacher  may  exhibit  them  in  the 
small  classroom. 

d.  Exhibit  a  large  chart  showing  the 
ancestry  of  Joseph  Smith.  See  Rob- 
erts' A  Comprehensive  History  of 
the  Church,  Chapters  I  and  II,  for 
the  basis  of  the  chart,  the  Smiths  and 
the  Macks.  Have  the  chart  explained 
by  the  makers,  pupils  or  teachers. 

e.  Have  some  one  read  Asael  Smith's 
advice  to  his  family,  written  as  an 
intended  posthumous  address  to 
them.  See  Smith,  Essentials  in 
Church  History,  pp.  28-29,  or  Rob- 
erts, A  Comprehensive  History  of 
the  Church,  pp.  9-12. 

f.  Hear  a  special  report  prepared  by 
three  persons  previously  assigned 
(the  report  to  be  read  by  one  and 
signed  by  all)  on  the  topic:  The 
Meaning  of  the  Word  "Prophet"  and 
How  This  Applies  to  Joseph  Smith. 

g.  Hear  excerpts  regarding  Joseph 
Smith  from  the  sermons  of  Brigham 
Young  and  early  leaders.  See  Jour- 
nal  oi  Discourses.  Hear  an  excerpt 
from  B.  H.  Roberts  {Instructor,  p. 
508,  November,  1935).  Joseph  F. 
Smith  (see  Gospel  Doctrine),  etc. 
Hear  excerpts  from  Josiah  Quincy 
and  others.  (See  Evans,  Joseph 
Smith:  An  American  Prophet) .  These 
to  be  presented  by  teachers  or  pupils. 

Note:  The  above  demonstration  will  take 
thirty  to  forty-five  minutes.  If  it  is  desired 
to  shorten  the  program,  certain  questions 
and  the  accompanying  demonstrations  may 
be  omitted.  Members  of  the  group  or  pupils 
should  make  the  various  contributions. 

The  Department  Sessions. 

1.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  departmental 
supervisors,  the  teachers  should  plan  for 
pupil  contributions  on  specific  lessons  during 
the  next  four  weeks.  (Note:  The  depart- 
mental sessions  of  the  Annual  Conventions 
will  provide  suggestions   to   Supervisors). 

2.  Teachers  should  be  assigned  to  carry 


out  some  of  the  suggestions  and  to  report 
on  the  outcomes  in  the  next  Union  meeting. 

As  a  result  of  this  session  all  teachers 
should  be  left  with  the  desire  to  strive  for 
the  enrichment  of  classroom  exercises  through 
pupil  contributions. 

Assignments  should  be  made  for  the  next 
session.   (See  plans  below). 

Second  Union  Meeting.  Lesson  Enrich- 
ment Through  Music  and  Art. 

References:  The  leader  in  the  general  ses- 
sion, the  department  supervisor  and  the  teach- 
ers should  re-read  the  following  citations  in 
Wahlquist,  Teaching  as  the  Direction  of 
Activities. 

Use  the  Visual  Aids  in  teaching,  chapter 
VIII. 

Supplementary  Material,  pp.  146-148. 

Selected  References,  pp.  96-97. 

0&/'ecfives: 

.1.  To  lead  teachers  to  see  the  value  of 
music  and  art  in  the  classroom. 

2.  To  assist  teachers  in  realizing  the  bene- 
fits and  avoiding  the  dangers  in  the  intro- 
duction oi  music  and  art  in  the  classroom. 

3.  To  help  teachers  in  planning  definitely 
for  the  introduction  of  music  and  art  in  the 
classroom  exercises. 

General  Statement:  The  Instructor  aids 
for  teachers  in  all  departments  include  refer- 
ences to  either  music  or  art  in  the  classroom. 
For  example,  in  the  Gospel  Doctrine  depart- 
ment, Lesson  I,  "The  Mystery  of  Life,"  the 
Instructor  reads — "At  least  one  week  in  ad- 
vance make  the  following  arrangements  and 
assignments  for  this  lesson.  If  your  class 
can  sing  without  disturbing  other  classes, 
arrange  to  have  the  song,  "Earth  with  Her 
Ten  Thousand  Flowers,"  sung  on  the  Second 
Sunday  as  an  introduction  to  this  lesson.  If 
singing  would  disturb  others,  arrange  with 
the  chorister  to  have  it  sung  as  one  of  the 
songs  of  the  opening  exercises  on  the  second 
Sunday.  "Lend  to  the  rhyme  of  the  poet 
the  beauty  of  thy  voice,  etc." 

In  the  same  issue  of  the  Instructor,  the 
following  advice  is  given  for  the  Missionary 
Training  class,  Lesson  I,  Joseph  Smith,  the 
Prophet.  "Boyhood.  A  few  well  chosen 
pictures  will  add  freshness  to  this  interesting 
story,  especially  if  scenes  as  Joseph  saw  them 
are  procured — for  intance,  the  Smith  farm, 
the  Sacred  Grove,  the  Hill  Cumorah,  etc. 
It  is  suggested  that  when  pictures  are  thus 
shown,  they  be  not  passed  promiscuously 
among  the  members  of  the  class,  but  be  held 
by  the  leader  in  a  conspicuous  manner  and 
described  by  him.  To  do  this  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  leader  to  move  among 
the  members  of  the  class.  In  some  schools, 
where  projection -apparatus  is  available,  lan- 
tern slides  or  film  strips  can  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage." 
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It  is  the  purpose  of  this  meeting  to  lead 
teachers  to  capitalize  upon  the  suggestions 
in  the  Instructor.  Naturally,  every  attend- 
ant at  Union  meeting  should  have  copies  of 
the  Instructor,  the  Lesson  Quarterly  and  the 
textbooks. 

The  General  Session: 
The  leader  in  the  general  session  should 

prepare  for  demonstrations  and  a  socialized 

discussion. 

I.  Demonstrations. 

By  previous  assignment  have  teachers 
prepared  to  demonstrate  the  uses  they 
make  in  actual  classroom  teaching  of 
the  various  forms  of  music  and  art.  The 
demonstrations  of  the  first  Union  meet- 
ing should  furnish  the  models.  Follow 
the  Instructor  for  suggestions.  The  se- 
lections and  materials  should  relate  to 
specific  lessons.  Select  outstanding 
teachers. 

a.  Song. 

b.  Pictures,  slides,  still  films,  movies. 

c.  Maps   and   charts. 

d.  Blackboard  illustrations. 

e.  Forms  of  construction — log  cabins, 
soap  models,  cut-outs,  etc. 

(Note:  In  selecting  demonstrators,  discuss 
the  outstanding  teachers  in  each  particular 
with  your  stake  board  members.  This  as- 
signment may  be  in  the  nature  of  a  reward 
for  exceptional  performance.  Make  the  as- 
signments well  in  advance.  Obviously  the 
time  allowed  must  be  indicated.) 

II.  Discussion. 

Open  the  topic  for  general  discussion. 
If  there  are  no  questions  from  the  floor, 
try  the  following  pivotal  questions: 

a.  Can  classes  sing  without  disturbing 
others  in  the  typical  school?  If  not, 
what  use  can  be  made  of  the  opening 
and  closing  songs,  the  song  service, 
and  the  sacramental  selections?  If 
songs  cannot  be  sung,  would  it  be 
profitable  to  read  the  words? 

b.  (a)   How  can   appropriate   pictures 

be  found?  (See  the  advertise- 
ments in  the  Lesson  Quarterlies 
and  the  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity Visual  Aids  Catalogue. 
See  Wahlquist,  chapter  VIII). 
See  Church  Supplement  of  the 
Deseret  News,  Church  maga- 
zines, etc. 

(b)   How  can  pupils  assist? 

c.  Do  we  have  adequate  blackboards  in 
our  classrooms?  If  not,  what  can  be 
done  about  it?  (See  project  outlined 
in  Fourth  Union  Meeting.) 

d.  Can  we  make  maps  and  charts?  How? 
(Have  teachers  give  experiences). 

e.  To  what  extent   can  we  introduce 


construction  work  into  the  Sunday 
School? 

The  Departmental  Session. 

1.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  departmental 
supervisors,  the  teachers  should  plan  for  the 
introduction  of  appropriate  music  and  art 
into  the  next  four  lessons.  (Note:  The  de- 
partmental session  of  the  Annual  Conventions 
will  provide  suggestions  to  Supervisors.) 

2.  Teachers  should  be  assigned  to  experi- 
ment with  the  suggested  procedures  and  to 
report  at  the  next  Union  meeting. 

Assignments  should  be  made  for  the  next 
Union  meeting. 

Third  Union  Meeting:  Lesson  Enrichment 
Through  the  Spoken  Arts. 

References:  The  leader,  the  supervisors 
and  the  teachers  should  re-read  the  following 
citations  in  Wahlquist,  "Teaching  as  the 
Direction  of  Activities." 

Students'  Reports,  pp.   58-60. 

Story  Telling,  chapter  V. 

Selected  references,  p.  61  and  pp  69-70. 

Objectives: 

1.  To  lead  teachers  to  see  the  spoken  arts 
as  forms  of  lesson  enrichment. 

2.  To  help  teachers  to  plan  definitely  for 
the  introduction  of  the  spoken  arts  into  the 
classroom. 

General  Statement:  The  spoken  arts  read- 
ing, poetry,  story  telling,  public  speaking, 
dramatization — are  the  most  common  and 
probably  the  most  important  form  of  lesson 
enrichment.  The  Instructor  is  replete  with 
quotations  which  should  be  read,  selected 
poetry,  suggestions  for  two-and-one-half- 
minute  talks  and  suggestions  for  dramatiza- 
tion. Attention  may  be  directed  to  any  issue. 
Note  especially  the  Gospel  Doctrine  depart- 
ment prepared  jointly  by  David  O.  McKay 
and  A.  Hamer  Reiser. 

The  General  Session. 
Demonstrations : 

In  conjunction  with  the  stake  board,  the 
leader  should  assign  teachers  and  their  pupils 
to  the  following  demonstrations: 

1.  Hear  two-and-one-half-minute  talks 
used  as  part  of  the  classroom  exercises.  See 
the  Missionary  Training  Department  for  sug- 
gestions. 

2.  Hear  poetry  used  in  connection  with 
certain  lessons.  Have  the  teachers  briefly 
sketch  the  lesson  and  a  pupil  read  the  poetry. 
See  especially  the  Gospel  Doctrine  depart- 
ment where  President  McKay's  love  for 
poetry  is  indicated. 

3.  Hear  a  student  report  on  some  moot 
question  raised  in  the  Gospel  Messages  de- 
partment. Let  the  teachers  describe  the 
issue  and  a  student  give  the  report. 
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4.  Hear  a  story  used  to  elaborate  a  point 
in  one  of  the  lower  divisions.  Select  a  pupil 
in  preference  to  a  teacher. 

5.  Hear  the  dramatization  of  an  incident  in 
Church  History.  The  pupils  should  write 
the  text  and  produce  it. 

6.  Hear  samples  of  enrichment  material 
drawn  from  other  sources,  such  as  literature, 
current  events,  personal  experiences. 

The  Departmental  Sessions: 

1.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  departmental 
supervisors,  the  teachers  should  plan  for  the 
introduction  of  the  spoken  arts  into  the  next 
four  lessons.  (Note:  The  departmental  ses- 
sions of  the  annual  Convention  will  provide 
suggestions  to  supervisors) . 

2.  Teachers  should  be  assigned  to  experi- 
ment with  the  suggested  procedures  and  to 
report  at  the  next  Union  meeting. 

Announcement  should  be  made  of  the  as- 
signments for  the  next  Union  meeting. 

Fourth  Union  Meeting.  Lesson  Enrich- 
ment Through  Use  of  Equipment. 

References:  The  leader,  die  supervisor  and 
the  teachers  should  re-read  the  following 
citations  in  Wahlquist,  Teaching  As  the 
Direction  of  Activities. 

Use  of  Visual  Aids  in  Teaching,  chapter 
VIII. 

Supplementary  Material,  pp.  146-148. 
Lesson  Planning,  pp.  139-146. 
Directing  Study,  chapter  X. 

Objectives: 

1.  To  lead  teachers  to  see  the  use  of  equip* 
ment  as  a  means  to  lesson  enrichment. 

2.  To  foster  a  movement  for  the  improve- 
ment of  classroom  equipment. 

3.  To  assist  teachers  in  utilizing  classroom 
equipment  most  effectively. 

General  Statement:  A  visit  to  a  classroom 
in  the  public  school  will  impress  one  with 
the  importance  of  adequate  classroom  equip- 
ment— textbooks,  supplementary  books, 
maps,  charts,  models,  pictures,  blackboards, 
etc.  A  visit  to  the  typical  Sunday  School 
for  the  same  age-level  will  present  a  sharp 
contrast.  Surely  equipment  in  one  situation 
is  as  important  as  it  is  in  the  other. 

General  Session. 

I.  Demonstrations. 

On  the  basis  of  previous  assignment 
and  special  preparation  have  outstand- 
ing teachers  conduct  the  following  dem- 
onstrations: 

a.  How  to  use  Sunday  School  Lesson 
Quarterlies. 

1.  In  making  assignments. 

2.  In  directing  study  in  the  class- 
room. 


3.  In  the  recitation  period. 

4.  In  conducting  reviews.    (See  the 
Handbook,  p.  142). 

b.  How  to  use  the  blackboard.  Illus- 
trate various  use: 

1.  Summary  of  lesson. 

2.  Development  of  lesson. 

3.  Lesson  approach. 

4.  Maps,   charts,   diagrams. 

c.  How  to  use  pictures.  An  illustration 
of  an  actual  experience  in  classroom 
procedure.  (May  be  omitted,  if  cov- 
ered in  second  Union  meeting). 

d.  How  to  use  film  slides,  (Note:  Each 
stake  should  have  at  least  one  ma- 
chine. Films  may  be  secured  from 
the  General  Secretary  or  from  the 
Brigham  Young  University  Exten- 
sion Division).  An  exhibit  of  a  re- 
ligious film  and  its  uses. 

e.  Books,  magazines,  current  events, 
newspapers. 

II.  Projects. 

a.  Let  every  teacher  undertake  the  pro- 
ject of  ascertaining  the  needed  equip- 
ment in  her  classroom:  Quarterlies, 
Instructor,  books,  pictures,  maps,  etc. 

b.  Let  each  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendency  ascertain  the  needs  of  the 
teachers  in  the  respective  schools  and 
undertake  the  project  of  supplying 
the  lesson  quarterlies  to  the  pupils, 
the  Instructor  to  the  teachers,  black- 
board space  in  each  room,  etc. 

c.  Let  each  stake  superintendency  as- 
certain the  needs  of  the  schools  for 
visual  aids  and  undertake  the  project 
of  purchasing  a  projector,  pictures, 
etc.,  to  circulate  in  the  schools  of 
the  stake.  See  Kindergarten,  Pri- 
mary Pictures  available  at  Deseret 
Book  Company. 

Announce  definite  project  plans  before  sep' 
arating  for  departmental  sessions. 

The  Departmental  Sessions. 

1.  Discuss  the  responsibilities  of  the  teach- 
ers in  the  above  projects. 

2.  Plan  experiments  with  the  quarterlies, 
the  blackboard,  and  visual  aids  (where  pos- 
sible) . 

3.  Assign  those  experiments  to  volunteer 
teachers  for  report  at  the  next  Union  Meeting, 

The  September  Union  Meeting  will  be  in 
the  nature  of  a  "check-up"  on  progress  in 
the  enrichment  of  class  exercises. 


Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  General  Secretary 


AIMS  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR 

If  we  secretaries  will  render  our  service 
to  others  in  such  a  way  that  we  become 
the  personification  of  the  qualities  connoted 
by  the  following  six  words,  we  shall  be 
truly  happy:  precise,  persistent  trustworthy, 
truthful,  creative,  contented. 

A  wholesome  point  of  view  and  a  potent, 
success-assuring  body  of  rules  to  guide  one's 
conduct  can  be  developed  from  the  ideas 
and  behavior  which  these  words  suggest. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  secretaries'  department 
in  Union  Meeting  each  month  for  a  half 
year  could  be  profitably  devoted  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  each  of  these  aims  in  relation 
to  the  specific  responsibilities  of  Sunday 
School  secretaries. 

If  this  is  done,  or  if  secretaries  under  their 
own  power  stop  to  reflect  upon  such  thoughts, 
I  beg  of  you  pause  a  moment,  not  long,  to 
picture  yourself  as  possessing  each  of  these 
qualities  to  a  comfortable  degree.  Then 
answer  to  yourself  the  question:  "If  I  become 
in  fact  such  a  person  (as  I  can  imagine 
possessing  these  qualities)  will  I  be  a  better, 
more  capable,  more  confident,  more  useful, 
happier  person  than  I  am  today?"  If  so,  cer- 
tainly you  will  want  to  work  to  translate  into 
fact  what  your  imagination  reveals  to  you. 

In  this  frame  of  mind  consider  what  should 
be  your  attitude  and  purpose  toward,  and 
what  you  should  do  about,  the  four  kinds  of 
rolls  you  are  expected  to  keep:  The  excused, 
cradle,  enlistment  and  class  rolls.  See  the 
Handbook  (1934  edition,  pages  106  et  cet- 
era.) 

Similarly,  what  should  be  your  attitude, 
and  purpose  toward,  and  what  should  you 
do  about  other  Sunday  School  records;  the 
minutes,  the  abridged  Sunday  School  History? 

A  highly  profitable  and  commendable  thing 
for  the  individual  secretary  to  do  is  to  have 
a  solemn  session  with  himself  and  set  up 
for  himself  standards  of  excellence,  according 
to  which  he  resolves  to  perform  his  work. 

These  standards  should  not  be  unreason- 
ably high,  arduous  and  exacting.  However, 
they  should  be  high  enough  to  command 
the  respect  of  others  and  to  enable  the  secre- 
tary to  respect  himself. 

This  would  be  another  worthy  enterprise 
for  secretaries  to  undertake  in  Union  Meet- 
ing. Let  the  group  discuss  acceptable  stan- 
dards and  agree  upon  them.  Thereafter, 
keep  a  record  of  some  kind  which  will  give 
every  secretary  the  satisfaction  of  watching 
how  well  his  performance  conforms  to  the 
standards  agreed  upon. 

The  Seal  of  Approval  in  its  way  is  de- 
signed to  serve  secretaries  as  an  established 


standard.  It  is  awarded  so  the  secretary  may 
have  some  tangible  evidence  and  recognition 
of  the  fact  that  he  has  attained  the  standard 
in  his  work. 

Of  course  the  Seal  of  Approval  does  not 
cover  every  feature  of  secretarial  work,  but 
only  certain  fundamentals.  There  is  need, 
therefore,  for  the  individual  secretary  and 
for  all  secretaries  in  a  stake  collectively  to 
set  up  for  themselves  standards  in  the  other 
important  branches  of  their  service. 

For  example;  with  the  viewpoint  that  the 
secretary  is  the  only  officer  in  a  Sunday 
School  who  has  the  means  of  seeing  the 
facts  and  true  conditions  of  the  school,  what, 
specifically  and  practically,  can  be  done  about 
it?  Of  course,  every  secretary  understands 
how  essential  it  is  to  successful  management 
of  any  organization  that  the  management 
have  full  and  complete  facts  about  the  condi- 
tion and  needs  of  the  organization. 

The  secretary  with  the  means  at  his  com- 
mand can  see  what  is  not  visible  to  the  eye 
of  the  unaided  observer.  In  this  respect 
the  secretary  has  the  microscope  on  the  Sun- 
day School  and  can  see  the  otherwise  invis- 
ible aspects.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  the 
means  of  looking  far  into  the  Sunday  School's 
past  and  thereby  can  discover  something 
about  recurring  trends  and  habits,  seasonal 
effects,  periods  of  spiritual  prosperity  and 
depression. 

This  then  is  the  General  Secretary's  New 
Year's  message  to  you.  When  you  know 
what  your  opportunities  and  responsibilities 
are,  you  are  mature  enough  to  think  and  act 
your  way  through  to  creditable  performance. 
Minute  Books  for  the  New  Year 

A  new  edition  of  the  Sunday  School  minute 
book  to  conform  to  the  new  order  of  Priest- 
hood-Sunday School  exercises  is  available 
and  should  be  used  begininng  January,  1936. 

Schools  having  Junior  Sunday  Schools 
should  order  a  minute  book  with  sheets  inter- 
leafed  for  the  minutes  of  the  Junior  Sunday 
School.  Unless  your  order  specifically  calls 
for  such  a  minute  book,  the  ordinary  type 
will  be  sent 

The  price  of  either  book  is  $1.00.  This 
book  should  serve  you  one  year.  Order  from 
the  Deseret  Book  Company,  44  East  South 
Temple  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Each  Sunday  School  secretary  should  re- 
ceive from  the  Stake  secretary  one  pad  of 
1936  monthly  report  forms.  This  pad  should 
last  throughout  the  year.  It  consists  of  12 
sets  of  report  forms. 

Don't  spoil,  lose,  or  destroy  a  single  re- 
port or  you'll  run  short.  An  extra  pad  will 
cost  25c. 
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THE  PROPER  USE  OF  EMPHASIS  IN 
EFFECTIVE  MUSICAL  RENDITION 

Study  Song  No.  182,  "Children  Gladly 
Join  and  Sing,"  in  connection  with  this  lesson. 

The  assertion  "music  is  the  language  of 
the  emotions"  should  not  be  accepted  as 
though  music  expressed  emotion  only;  for  it 
expresses  thought  as  well,  and  sometimes 
even  thought  without  emotion.  However,  it 
is  the  chief  art  medium  for  expressing  the 
emotions  and  is  capable  of  commanding  them 
and   communicating   them  to  others. 

Emotions  are  deep,  powerful,  complex  and 
often  very  intangible — and  thought  must  pre- 
pare a  way  by  concentrating  them  into  some 
definite  idea.  These  ideas,  conceived  by 
emotion  and  shaped  by  thought  when  fully 
expressed  and  developed,  may  appear  in  some 
impressive  art  form  such  as  hymns,  part 
songs,  etc.  "The  human  mind  cannot  with 
impunity  surrender  itself  to  the  constant 
domination  of  any  class  of  emotion,  even 
of  the  calmest  and  purest  kind  for  the  per- 
petuity of  a  single  emotion  is  insanity." 

Hence,  purely  emotional  music  is  not  to 
be  thought  of;  but  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
almost  purely  intellectual  music  in  such  strict- 
ly constructed  types  as  canons,  fugues, 
and  other  such  scientific  works,  products 
of  calculation  largely  with  little  of  fantasy, 
spontaneity  or  soul  warming  inspiration  and 
frequently  written  with  a  total  absence  of 
emotion. 

This  kind  of  music,  though  appealing  to 
the  mind  only,  is  yet  of  great  significance 
in  musical  art,  instructive,  impressive,  and 
indispensable. 

Talent,  emotion,  intelligence,  spirituality, 
and  technique  each  must  manifest  itself  in 
the  rendition  of  all  good  music. 

Talent  is  an  intuitive  force. 

Emotion  comprises  all  the  warmth  and  feel- 
ing of  a  great  poetic  soul. 

Intelligence  is  the  wisdom  of  knowing 
what,  how,  and  when  to  do  things  by  virtue 
of  an  inner  capacity. 

Spirituality  heightens,  clarifies,  and  brings 
forth  a  positive  conviction  of  truth  by  its 
sincerity. 

Technique  has  to  do  with  the  embodiment 
of  music  and  begins  where  mechanism  has 
already  attained  a  certain  degree  of  perfec- 
tion. 

Proper  emphasis  on  music  is  made  possible 
only  by  a  judicious  manifestation  of  these 
five  things  just  mentioned.    The  most  appar- 


ent and  fundamental  form  of  emphasis  or 
accent  is  to  be  found  in  the  fundamental 
beat,  for  it  is  the  most  direct  and  basic  unit 
of  tone  measurement.  Its  characteristic  is 
largely  mechanical.  When  organized  and 
arranged  into  tonal  groups  or  measures  the 
beat  assumes  a  rhythmic  proportion  and 
immediately  creates  a  design  or  pattern  and 
the  impression  of  emphasis  becomes  some- 
thing definite  in  time  value  primarily. 

As  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six  or  more 
measures  are  added,  the  first  complete  unit 
of  tonal  expression,  the  phrase,  is  developed 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  types 
of  emphasis  in  all  music  (i.  e.  phrase  accent). 
The  beat  emphasis  is  purely  mechanical  and 
when  laboriously  adhered  to  impresses  with 
its  dull  mechanical  monotony  only. 

Measure  emphasis  if  too  strictly  adhered 
to  gives  the  same  mechanical  impression.  But 
artistic  phrase  emphasis  or  accent,  the  most 
important,  musically  speaking,  always  gives 
an  impression  of  refined  and  cultural  ex- 
pression when  the  beat  and  measure  empha- 
sis are  properly  controlled  and  directed  as 
a  means  to  an  end.  (i.  e.  a  smooth  and  well- 
rounded  significant  phrase  being  the  result.) 

The  emphasis  of  phrase  replying  to  phrase 
as  question  and  answer  is  a  most  vital  point 
in  the  interpretation.  Many  musical  absurd- 
ities are  constantly  perpetrated  due  to  the 
failure  of  proper  observance  of  this  basic 
artistic  fact  or  law. 

Analyze  the  song  for  the  month  "No.  182" 
and  discover  if  the  phrases  balance  and  com- 
plement each  other  properly.  Is  it  best 
thought  of  as  a  Two  or  a  Four  measure 
phrase  emphasis? 

Harmonic  emphasis  should  receive  most 
careful  consideration  in  the  creating  and 
sustaining  of  mood,  for  it  is  the  work  of 
Harmony  to  color  and  create  atmosphere  or 
mood.  If  you  doubt  this  point,  merely  play 
this  or  any  other  song  in  the  minor  mode 
and  discover  how  quickly  the  atmosphere 
changes. 

There  are  certain  points  in  every  phrase, 
harmonically  more  important  than  others. 
Try  to  discover  these  places  and  enhance 
the  interpretation  by  the  art  of  such  Har- 
monic emphasis. 

Dissonant  harmony  usually  arouses  greater 
interest  than  Consonant  harmony;  the  first 
creates  a  doubt  or  a  questioning  attitude, 
the  latter  establishes  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion or  a  state  of  repose.  Discover  the  most 
significant   places   in   this   song   bearing    on 
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this  point  also.  Melodic  emphasis  is  also  a 
vital  factor.  In  the  third  score  of  our  song, 
which  melodic  line  is  the  most  significant 
and  powerful  in  the  building  of  that  phrase 
climax  and  why?  There  is  also  a  potent 
factor  in  Rhythmic  emphasis  or  "Rhythmic 
Sweep"  which  impels  concerted  effort  and 
achievement.  This  may  be  either  regular, 
shifted,  or  Sycopic. 

Word  emphasis  is  responsible  for  most,  if 
not  all,  properly  shifted  accents  in  song. 

Discover  in  this  song  some  most  necessary 
shifts  of  emphasis  from  the  text.  Compare 
each  verse.  The  emphasis  of  tone  power, 
tone  color,  tempo,  etc.,  with  their  many 
varieties  and  gradations  all  constitute  vital 
factors  of  song. 

1.  Have  different  organists  play  it  through, 
and  observe  the  points  considered. 

2.  Have  different  choristers  conduct  a 
verse  and  bring  out  all  the  salient  features 
suggested. 

3.  Sing  it  all  together  with  true  emphasis 
and  spirit. 

4.  Impress  the  Sunday  Schools  with  a 
True  and  Poetic  type  of  Emphasis. 


A  LONG  JOURNEY 

An  old  adage  asserting  that  "the  longest 
way  around  is  the  nearest  way  to  the  fire" 
may  be  all  right  concerning  a  fire,  but  is 
not  applicable  to  other  activities.  At  least 
it  does  not  apply  to  the  payment  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dime  Fund,  as  the  following 
incident  will  show: 

A  Janitor  cleaning  up  the  corners  in  the 
11th  Ward  Meeting  House,  Salt  Lake  City, 
recently,  found  in  an  old  cabinet  a  small 
nickel  envelope  containing  5c  donated  to 
the  Sunday  School  cause.  It  was  dated  Oc- 
tober 29,  1905,  and  bore  the  name  of  the 
subscriber — Wesley  Bishop. 

It  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  Wesley,  if  he 
is  still  alive,  to  know  that  his  nickel  finally 
reached  the  Sunday  School  Treasurer,  even 
if  it  did  take  thirty  years  to  get  there. 

OUR  COVER  PICTURE 

The  beautiful  cover  picture  presented  this 
month  is  that  of  Marilyn  Jeanne  Reiser, 
daughter  of  our  General  Secretary,  Albert 
Hamer  Reiser.  The  photograph  was  taken 
by  the  Ida  Wilcox  Studio,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah. 
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SACRAMENT  GEM  FOR  MARCH,  1936 

'Tis  good  to  meet  each  Sabbath  Day, 
And  in  His  own  appointed  way, 

Partake  the  emblems  of  His  Grace, 
And  thus  renew  our  love  and  faith 
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General  Board  Committee:  Alfred  C.  Rees,  Chairman;  Adam  S.  Bennion,  Vice-Chairman 
Assistants:     Mrs.  Elizabeth  McKay  Hill,  Mrs.  Mary  Grant  Judd  and  Mrs.  Ida  D.  Rees 

General  Subject:  The  Ideals  of  Mormon  Womanhood 


LESSONS  FOR  MARCH 

First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  9.    Achievement  of  Past 
Dispensations. 

Objective:  To  teach  that  we  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  past  generations  for  having  strug- 
gled to  bring  light  into  the  world. 

Method: 

In  today's  lesson  teachers  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  develop  a  feeling  of  thankfulness 
on  the  part  of  the  class,  instead  of  one  of 
criticism  or  rebuke  or  indifference  toward  the 
past. 

Point  out  the  difficulties  that  attended  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  forbears  to  get  the 
people  to  understand  and  to  live  the  gospel. 
So  that  those  who  tried  to  hold  high  the 
torch  of  light  became  discouraged,  since  they 
saw  so  little  response  to  their  efforts.  • 

Then  hold  up  the  mirror  to  ourselves 
with  all  our  advantages,  our  physical  com- 
forts, our  luxuries,  our  communication,  our 
access  to  unlimited  sources  of  thought.  What 
are  we  doing  with  the  restored  gospel? 

Put  these  questions  to  the  class:  Are  we 
as  individual  women  and  girls  more  kindly 
disposed  toward  the  truth  than  the  woman 
who  lived  at  the  time  of  Adam,  Enoch,  Noah, 
Abraham  or  the  Savior?     If  not,  why  not? 

Furthermore,  let  the  class  think  about  this: 
If  we  fail  to  live  up  to  the  standards  and 
refinements  of  the  Church,  will  the  Church 
go  on  just  the  same?  Doesn't  it  matter  what 
each  of  us  does?  Is  the  Church  self-perpetu- 
ating in  spite  of  us? 

These  questions  should  cause  them  to  con- 
clude that  punishments  will  come  to  us  just 
as  they  came  to  the  past;  rewards  will  be 
ours  just  to  the  extent  that  we  earn  them. 
We  ourselves  are  deciding  our  own  future — 
that  is  the  lesson  of  past  dispensations. 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1935 

Lesson  10.    The  Great  Apostasy 

Objective:  To  teach  that  apostasy  whether 
individual  or  general  always  begins  by  our 
ignoring  the  demands  and  obligations  in  the 
Gospel  plan. 

Method: 

Ask  members  of  your  class  to  look  into 
their  own  souls  today  to  see  how  they  actu- 
ally feel  toward  the  admonitions  and  instruc- 


tions of  our  leaders.  Are  we  conscious  of 
a  positive  or  a  negative  attitude?  Do  we 
feel  that  our  "right  to  live  our  own  lives"  is 
being  thwarted  or  hindered  when  we  are  told 
to  do,  or  not  to  do,  certain  things? 

Or  do  we  find  upon  self  analysis  that  our 
hearts  go  out  to  the  men  who  are  appointed 
to  lead  us?  Are  we  eager  to  respond?  Ask 
individual  members  to  give  expression  to  their 
own  feelings  on  the  subject. 

This  personal  survey  or  self-inspection 
will  indicate  which  way  we  are  going  as 
individuals  as  well  as  a  Church.  Whether 
we  are  carrying  in  our  souls  the  seeds  of 
obedience  or  disobedience. 

Let  it  be  made  clear  that  apostasy  never 
came  suddenly.  It  always  represented  a 
slow,  indefinable  hardly  perceptible  process. 
And  it  always  begins  with  the  individual. 

Each  one  of  us  is  exerting  an  influence 
upon  the  direction  which  the  Church  as  a 
whole,  will  take. 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 

Lesson  11.     Preparation  for  the  Fulness  of 
Times. 

Objective:  To  teach  that  since  we  are 
living  in  the  "golden  age"  of  all  time,  more 
is  expected  of  us. 

Method: 

This  lesson  should  cause  us  to  feel  a  sense 
of  gratitude  to  all  who  preceded  us.  Ask 
your  class  if  they  are  able  to  look  upon 
the  development  of  events  as  a  sort  of  un- 
rolling of  a  scroll.  Cause  them  to  feel  how 
each  generation  determines  the  social,  re- 
ligious, economic  and  moral  condition  of  the 
next.  What  if  Luther  had  not  shown  cour- 
age? If  Columbus  had  not  ventured  forth? 
If  the  Puritans  had  not  revolted?  If  the  way 
had  not  been  prepared  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ? 

Then  let  the  class  think  of  this:  What 
historic  thing  are  we  doing  today,  to  which 
the  future  will  refer  with  pride — or  otherwise? 
How  are  we  living  our  own  lives?  What 
effect  will  our  personal  obedience  to  the 
daily  requirements  of  the  gospel  plan  have 
upon  tomorrow? 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 

Lesson  12.    The  Restoration. 

Objective:  To  teach  that  our  appreciation 
of  the  gifts  of  the  Restoration  can  be  meas~ 
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ured  by  the  extent  of  our  individual  observ- 
ances of  the  plan  restored. 

Method: 

The  whole  year's  work  hinges  on  today's 
lesson:  the  personal  appearance  of  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Promote  a  free  expression 
today  especially  among  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  your  class  concerning  their  own 
personal  beliefs  about  the  literal  visitation 
of  those  two  Personages. 

Let  them  say  whether  in  their  minds,  it  was 
a  reality,  or  whether  they  wish  to  explain 
it  away;  whether  they  hesitate  to  believe 
that  it  actually  occurred. 

Perhaps  a  testimony  of  one  or  two  mothers 
will  prove  impressive. 


While  there  is  so  much  loose  talk  about 
the  hesitancy  of  "liberated  youth"  to  believe 
in  the  "traditions"  of  their  parents,  let  us 
find  out,  in  your  class,  and  in  all  similar 
classes  of  women  and  girls  throughout  the 
Church,  what  the  actual  situation  is  respect- 
ing their  belief  in  the  statement  made  by  the 
boy  prophet. 

Let  us  get  the  truth  out  of  their  own 
mouths.  We  feel  confident  that  burning 
testimonies  will  be  delivered  today,  to  dis- 
prove all  the  charges  of  cooling  faith  among 
our  youth. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 
Open  Sunday 


THE  OLD  YEAR      *' 

For  years  are  but  the  records  on  which  men  write  their  "lives." 

I  heard  the  old  year  talking,  and  he  seemed  to  say  to  me: 
'I  am  what  mankind  has  made,  not  what  I  hoped  to  be. 
I  did  not  bring  the  failures,  my  days  were  bright  and  new. 
I  was  the  time  allotted — the  work  was  man's  to  do." 


'I  am  what  others  made  me,  I  had  no  will  or  choice, 
Thru  all  the  Days  of  trial  I  was  not  given  a  voice. 
If  victory  came,  man  earned  it,  his  was  the  faith  and  power; 
If  sorrow  came,  Fate  sent  it,  I  furnished  but  the  hour." 

'I  came  here  empty  handed,  a  year  that  was  to  be, 
And  what  I  am  in  passing  mankind  has  made  of  me; 
I  am  their  petty  failures,  their  glory,  their  success. 
I  am  their  soul's  advancement,  their  shame  and  happiness." 

'I  was  not  born  in  evil  nor  governed  by  the  stars, 
I  brought  to  some  high  honors,  to  others  ugly  scars; 
Only  my  Days  were  numbered,  I  was  the  time  for  toil, 
And  each  has  reaped  the  harvest,  as  he  has  tilled  the  soil." 

'I  am  what  men  have  made  me,  not  what  I  hoped  to  be, 
And  so  shall  be  the  New  Year  which  soon  shall  follow  me. 
Our  Days  are  good  or  evil,  as  each  man  serves  and  strives, 
For  years  are  but  the  records  on  which  men  write  their  lives." 

— Author  Unknown, 


CONCERT  RECITATION  FOR 

MARCH,  1936 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  130, 

Verse  18.) 

"Whatever    principle    of    intelligence 

we  attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with 

us  in  the  resurrection." 


SUBJECT:  TEACHINGS  AND  TESTIMONY  OF 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  WRITERS 

For  Members  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  and  Men 
and  Women  Over  20  Years  of  Age,  Not  Otherwise 

Assigned. 

General  Board  Committee:  George  M.  Cannon,  Chairman;  Frederick  J.  Pack,  Vice-Chairman; 

Mark  Austin,  Herbert  B.  Maw. 

footsteps  in  that,  direction  we  are  not  told. 
It  was  a  town  that  had  seen  many  vicissi- 
tudes. As  "Laish"  it  had  been  the  possession 
of  the  careless  Sidonians.  As  "Dan"  it  had 
been  the  chief  refuge  of  a  warlike  tribe  of 
Israel,  the  northern  limit  of  the  Israelitish 
Kingdom,  and  the  seat  of  idolatry  of  the 
golden  calf.  Colonized  by  Greeks,  its  name 
had  been  changed  into  Paneas,  in  honor  of 
the  cave  under  its  towering  hill,  which  had 
been  artificially  fashioned  into  a  grotto  of 
Pan,  and  adorned  with  niches,  which  once 
contained  statues  of  his  sylvan  nymphs.  As 
the  capital  of  Herod  Philip,  it  had  been 
renamed  in  honor  of  himself  and  his  patron 
Tiberius.  The  Lord  might  gaze  with  interest 
on  the  noble  ranges  of  Libanus  and  Anti- 
Libanus;  He  might  watch  the  splendid  and 
snowy  mass  of  Hermon  glittering  under  the 
dawn,  or  flushed  with  its  evening  glow;  He 
might  wander  round  Lake  Phiala,  and  see 
where,  according  to  popular  belief,  the  Jordan, 
after  his  subterranean  course,  bursts  rejoic- 
ing into  the  light:  but  he  could  only  have 
gazed  with  sorrow  on  the  city  itself,  with 
its  dark  memories  of  Israelitish  apostasy, 
its  poor  mimicry  of  Roman  Imperialism,  and 
the  broken  statues  of  its  unhallowed  and 
Hellenic  cave. 

But  it  was  on  his  way  to  the  northern 
region  that  there  occurred  an  incident  which 
may  well  be  regarded  as  the  culminating  point 
of  His  early  ministry.  He  was  alone.  The 
crowd  that  surged  so  tumultously  about  Him 
in  more  frequented  districts,  here  only  fol- 
lowed Him  at  a  distance.  Only  His  disciples 
were  near  Him  as  he  stood  apart  in  solitary 
prayer.  And  when  the  prayer  was  over, 
He  beckoned  them  about  Him  as  they  con- 
tinued their  journey,  and  asked  them  these 
two  momentous  questions,  on  the  answers 
to  which  depended  the  whole  outcome  of 
His  work  on  earth. 

First  He  asked  them: 

"Whom  do  men  say  that  I  the  Son  of 
Man  am?" 

The  answer  was  a  sad  one.  The  Apostles 
dared  not  and  would  not  speak  aught  but 
the  words  of  soberness  and  truth,  and  they 
made  the  disheartening  admission  that  the 
Messiah  had  not  been  recognized  by  the 
world  which  he  came  to  save.    They  could 
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LESSONS  FOR  MARCH,  1936 

First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  7.  An  Imperishable  Testimony. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  7. 

References:  Matthew  14:29-33;  16:13-20; 
Mark  5:34;  Luke  8:45-53;  Ancient  Apostles 
(McKay),  Lesson  6. 

Objective:  A  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel   of   Jesus    Christ   may    be   obtained 
through  faith  and  righteous  living. 
Outline: 

I.  Steps  in  obtaining  a  testimony  indicated. 
1.  wonder;  2.  admiration;  3.  surmise; 
4.  belief. 

Peter's   call  and  acceptance. 
His  faith  tested — 

a.  Incident  of  walking  on  the  water. 

b.  The  lesson  applied  to  life. 

c.  Waves   of   doubt    and   disbelief   in 
Capernaum. 

IV.  At  Caesarea  Philippi. 

a.  A  week  of  communion. 

b.  The  great  question. 

c.  The  great  reply. 

V.  Fundamental  Truths. 

Application:  What  constitutes  righteous 
living  in  this  day  and  age? 

If  surroundings  will  permit,  have  the  class 
sing  "Master  the  Tempest  is  Raging."  If 
singing  will  disturb  others  read  the  poem. 

Perhaps  the  chorister  if  requested  will 
choose  this  song  for  the  general  assembly. 

The  following  additional  material  may  be 
helpful: 

Leaving  Bethsaida  Julias,  Jesus  made  His 
way  toward  Caesarea  Philippi.  Here,  again, 
it  seems  to  be  distinctly  intimated  that  He 
did  not  enter  the  town  itself,  but  only  visited 
the  "coasts"  of  it,  or  wandered  about  the 
neighboring   villages.     Why   He  bent   His 
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only  repeat  the  idle  guesses  of  the  people. 
Some,  echoing  the  verdict  of  the  guilty 
conscience  of  Antipas,  said  that  he  was  John 
the  Baptist;  some,  who  may  have  heard  the 
sterner  denunciations  of  His  impassioned 
grief,  caught  in  that  mighty  utterance  the 
thunder  tones  of  a  new  Elijah;  others,  who 
had  listened  to  His  accents  of  tenderness  and 
words  of  universal  love,  saw  in  Him  the 
plaintive  soul  of  Jeremiah,  and  thought  that 
he  had  come,  perhaps,  to  restore  them  the 
lost  Uhim  and  the  vanished  Ark:  many 
looked  on  Him  as  a  prophet  and  a  precursor. 
None — in  spite  of  an  occasional  Messianic 
cry  wrung  from  the  admiration  of  the  mul- 
titude, amazed  by  some  unwonted  display 
of  power — none  dreamed  of  who  He  was. 
The  light  had  shone  in  the  darkness  and 
the  darkness  comprehended  it  not. 

"But  whom  say  ye  that  I  am?" 

Had  that  great  question  been  answered 
otherwise — could  it  have  been  answered 
otherwise — the  world's  whole  destinies  might 
have  been  changed.  Had  it  been  answered 
otherwise,  then,  humanly  speaking,  so  far 
the  mission  of  the  Saviour  would  have  wholly 
failed,  and  Christianity  and  Christendom 
have  never  been.  For  the  work  of  Christ 
on  earth  lay  mainly  with  His  disciples.  He 
sowed  the  seed,  they  reaped  the  harvest; 
He  converted  them  and  they  the  world. 
He  had  never  openly  spoken  of  His  Messiah- 
ship.  John  indeed  had  borne  witness  to  Him, 
and  to  those  who  could  receive  it  He  had  in- 
directly intimated,  both  in  word  and  deed, 
that  He  was  the  Son  of  God.  But  it  was  His 
will  that  the  light  of  revelation  should  dawn 
gradually  on  the  minds  of  His  children;  that 
it  should  spring  more  from  the  truths  He 
spake,  and  the  life  He  lived,  than  from  the 
wonders  which  He  wrought;  that  it  should 
be  conveyed  not  in  sudden  thunder-crashes 
of  supernatural  majesty  or  visions  of  un- 
utterable glory,  but  through  the  quiet  me- 
dium of  a  sinless  and  self-sacrificing  course. 
It  was  in  the  Son  of  Man  that  they  were 
to  recognize   the   Son  of  God. 

But  the  answer  came,  as  from  everlasting 
it  had  been  written  in  the  book  of  destiny 
that  it  should  come;  and  Peter,  the  ever 
warm-hearted,  the  coryphaeus  of  the  Apos- 
tolic choir,  had  the  immortal  honor  of  giving 
it  utterance  for  them  all — 

"Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God!" 

Such  an  answer  from  the  chief  of  the 
Apostles  atoned  by  its  fullness  of  insight  and 
certitude  of  conviction  for  the  defective  ap- 
preciation of  the  multitudes.  It  showed  that 
at  last  the  great  mystery  was  revealed  which 
had  been  hidden  from  the  ages  and  the  gen- 
erations. The  Apostles  at  least  had  not  only 
recognized  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth  the  promised 
Messiah  of  their  nation,  but  it  had  been  re- 
vealed to  them  by  the  special  grace  of  God 
that  that  Messiah  was  not  only  what  the 


Jews  expected  a  Prince,  and  a  Ruler,  and  a 
Son  of  David,  but  was  more  than  this,  even 
the  Son  of  the  living  God. 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  8.    "Upon  This  Rock." 

Texts:  Matthew  16:13-23;  Sunday  School 
Lessons    (quarterly),  No.  8. 

Objective:  The  most  real,  the  most  pre 
cious,  the  most  imperishable  of  man's  posses- 
sions, is  a  divine  assurance  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God. 

Outline: 

I.  The  Reality  of  Thought  and  of  Spiritual 
Apprehension. 

a.  Difference  between  thought  and  the 
thing  thought  about. 

b.  Spiritual  knowledge  may  be  more 
real  than  knowledge  gained  by  the 
outward  senses. 

II.  Jesus  Judged  Men  from  the  Heart. 

a.  His   observation   of    Peter. 

b.  Peter's  state  of  mind  that  merited 
"Blessed." 

III.  Relation  of  Peter  to  Rock  of  Revela- 
tion. 

a.  Simon  Bar-Jona. 

b.  Peter. 

c.  Fallibility  of  human  nature  contrasted 
with  the  eternal  nature  of  divine 
knowledge. 

IV.  Peter's   knowledge   of  Immortality. 
On  the  Mt.  of  Transfiguration. 

To  make  clear  the  reality  of  a  testimony, 
the  teacher  should  first  make  sure  that  the 
students  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
reality  of  thought.  Incidentally  the  student 
might  be  led  to  contemplate  the  fact  that 
the  Something  which  claims  the  thought  just 
as  the  individual  claims  his  arm,  or  his  head 
or  his  brain  is  an  intelligent  entity  that  claims 
thought,  the  most  real  thing  in  existence,  as  its 
own. 

When  the  reality  of  thought  is  established, 
lead  the  class  to  see  that  apprehensions  of 
the  spirit  may  be  just  as  real. 

The  next  step  is  to  demonstrate  the  fact 
that  knowledge  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
individual  by  coercion,  theft,  punishment, 
persecution,  or  by  death  itself.  The  gates 
of  Hell  cannot  prevail  against  it. 

The  following  references  may  be  used  as 
illustrative  and  enforcement  material: 

"The  ancestor  of  every  action  is  a  thought" 
— Emerson. 

"The  happiness  of  your  life  depends  upon 
the  quality  of  your  thoughts;  therefore  guard 
accordingly,  and  take  care  that  you  entertain 
no  notions  unsuitable  to  virtue  and  reason- 
able nature." — Marcus  Antonius. 

"Jesus  recognized  the  genuineness  of 
Peter's  experience  of  God  and  immediately 
declared  that  on  such  an  experience  He  could 
build  His  church  and  make  it  effective.  Not 
on  Peter,  nor  on  Peter's  confession,  but  on 
that  experience  of   God  which   interpreted 
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the  life  and  thought  of  God.  The  Church 
is  the  body  raised  up  by  Christ  to  reflect 
and  interpret  God  in  the  world — to  under- 
stand and  live  the  life  that  He  was  living, 
therefore,  it  can  not  be  built  on  tradition 
or  on  mere  ritual.  It  must  have  as  its  rock 
foundation  an  immediate  and  constant  ex- 
perience of  God.  This  does  not  contradict 
the  fact  that  Christ  is  the  chief  corner  stone 
in  this  foundation.  Without  Him  there  could 
be  no  building  experience.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  review  history  in  the  most  general 
way  to  see  how  wonderfully  this  fact  is 
illustrated  by  it.  The  building  days  of  the 
church  have  been  the  times  when  men  have 
experienced  God  in  a  new  and  vital  way. 
The  days  of  failure  and  decay  have  been 
the  days  when  men  drifted  from  reality  and 
depended  upon  tradition  and  form."* 

"As  a  result  of  this  experience  and  insight 
Jesus  recognized  Peter  as  a  teacher  with  au- 
thority. He  said  to  him,  I  will  give  unto 
thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Not  the  keys  of  heaven — which- is  a  vitally 
different  thing.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  was 
what  Jesus  came  to  proclaim  and  introduce. 
The  symbol  of  the  keys  was  quite  familiar 
to  the  Jews.  They  understood  that  they 
were  the  symbol  of  authority  in  teaching. 
Jesus  recognized  Peter  as  a  teacher  with  au- 
thority to  interpret  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
As  a  result  of  this  recognition,  which  was 
not  arbitrarily  given  but  based  upon  experi- 
ence, Peter  was  the  one  who  interpreted  the 
meaning  of  what  Jesus  was  and  did  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  He  was  also  the  one  who 
interpreted  the  meaning  of  these  things  to 
the  Gentiles  when  the  Gospel  was  first 
preached  to  them.  There  again  we  are  face 
to  face  with  a  fundamental  principle."! 

Third  and  Fourth  Sundays,  March  15  and 
22,   1936 

Lessons  9  and  10.    What  Peter  Believed  and 
Taught. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
Nos.  9  and  10. 

References:  Acts  1:14-26;  Acts  2;  /  Peter; 
II  Peter  1: 4-21. 

Objective:  God  has  revealed  a  divine  plan 
by  obedience  to  which  man  may  grow  in 
intellinence  and  obtain  happiness  and  peace. 

What  Peter  taught  regarding: 

I.  Church  Organization. 

a.  Necessity  of  filling  vacancy  in  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve. 

b.  Seven  men  chosen  to  assist  in  the 
ministry  (Acts  6:1-6). 

II.  The  necessity  of — 
a.  Faith. 


*From  Peter,  The  Fisherman  Philosopher, 
by  John  M.  Mclnnis,  Harper  and  Brothers, 
Publishers. 

fFrom  Peter  The  Fisherman  Philosopher, 
by  John  M.  Mclnnis,  Harper  and  Brothers, 
Publishers. 


b.  Repentance. 

c.  Baptism. 

d.  Confirmation. 

III.  Other   principles —     < 

a.  Virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  pa- 
tience, godliness,  charity,  brotherly 
kindness. 

b.  Obedience  to  which  leads  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  God. 

Application:  1.  How  repentance  in  modern 
life  may  be  manifested: 

1.  In  overcoming  injurious  habits; 

2.  In  promoting   more  harmonious  social 
intercourse. 

3.  In  establishing  international  good  will. 
II.  How  may  knowledge,  temperance  (self- 
control),  patience,  etc.,  be  developed? 

Problems  for  Consideration 

1.  In  these  lessons,  one  of  the  six  funda- 
mental truths  taught  by  the  followers  of 
Jesus  is  this:  That  God  has  given  a  definite 
plan  for  man  to  follow  in  mortality.  Note 
in  this  lesson  how  Peter  stresses  features 
of  this  divine  plan. 

2.  What  principle  is  exemplified  in  the 
choosing  of  a  new  Apostle? 

3.  Comment  (a)  on  the  importance  of  the 
question,  "Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we 
do?"  (b)  on  the  significance  of  the  answer. 

4.  Name  the  fundamentals  mentioned  in 
Peter's  answer. 

5.  Show  how  really  inconceivable  it  is  to 
think  that  the  Apostles  on  that  occasion 
would  have  named  non-essentials  to  salva- 
tion. 

6.  Name  the  instances  when  these  initiatory 
principles  were  repeated. 

7.  What  hints  are  there  in  this  lesson  that 
point  to  the  necessity  of  an  organized  Church? 

8.  Give  at  least  one  example  showing  that 
God  "looketh  upon  the  heart." 

9.  Repeat  Peter's  testimony  bearing  on 
immortality. 

10.  What  kind  of  life  should  they  live 
who  have  been  made  "partakers  of  the  di- 
vine nature"? 

Notes: 

Briefly  stated  Peter's  philosophy  of  life  is 
this : 

"This  world  is  God's  world  and  He  is  ac- 
tive in  it  carrying  out  a  purpose  which  in- 
cludes the  making  of  men  and  women  into 
his  own  image.  To  this  end  Jesus  came, 
lived,  died  and  rose  again.  In  Him  we  have 
God  and  His  ideals  revealed,  and  through 
Him  God  seeks  to  reconcile  men  to  His  plan 
and  reign.  Through  humanity's  relation  to 
Jesus,  God  is  moving  to  the  consummation 
of  His  purposes  in  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  In 
other  words,  His  philosophy  is  a  theistic 
personalism  centering  in  God  as  revealed  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  consistently  optimistic 
(Continued  on  page  37) 
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COURSE  D— THE  ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

For  Elders  and  Other  Young  Men  and  Women  of  19  and  20  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:  Robert  L.  Judd,  Chairman;  James  L.  Barker,  Vice-Chairman; 

Carl  F.  Eyring 

CONCERT  RECITATION  FOR  MARCH,  1936 
"Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven; 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  father  which  is  in  heaven."  (Matt.  7:21) 


First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 
Lesson  8.  Nature  of  Salvation  and  Exaltation. 

Texts:  Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp.  87- 
93;  Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp.  83- 
93;  Articles  of  Faith,  Widtsoe,  The  Improve- 
ment Era,  Aug.,  1935. 

Objective:  "In  my  Fathers  house  are  many 
mansions:  if  it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told 
you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  [or  you"  (John 
14:2) 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  From  what  do  we  wish  to  be  saved? 

a.  From  physical  death.  All  human  beings 
will  be  redeemed  from  the  grave  by  the 
atonement  of  Christ. 

b.  From  undue  absorption  in  the  material 
aspects  of  life.  It  is  easy  to  overlook  the 
spiritual  aspects  of  the  earth-life  as  we  seek 
physical  sustenance — food,  clothing,  and 
shelter. 

c.  From  the  weakness  which  lead  to  wrong 
doing.  Inexperience,  ignorance,  lack  of  self- 
control,  a  fagged,  undernourished  or  dis- 
eased body,  and  a  bad  social  environment  are 
important  factors  which  lead  to  wrong  doing. 
We  wish  to  be  saved  from  such  weaknesses. 

d.  From  a  failure  to  recognize  and  co- 
operate with  personality-developing  forces. 
Forces  are  to  be  found  in  the  environment 
which  aid  in  the  building  of  immortal  per- 
sonality attributes — forces  exemplified  by 
such  statements  as:  "Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thy  self,"  and  "And  whosoever 
will  be  chief  among  you,  let  him  be  servant." 
We  wish  to  be  saved  from  the  folly  of  not 
making  use  of  such  constructive  forces.  We 
also  wish  to  be  saved  from  personality-de- 
stroying forces,  such  as  selfishness  and  arro- 
gance. 

e.  From  the  backward-pull  of  outworn 
ideals.  In  the  forward  march  of  progress, 
certain  ideals  may  become  inadequate.  Cher- 
ishing such  outworn  ideals  more  than  the 
state  of  progress  justifies,  may  lead  to  an 
unnecessary  retardation  of  development.  For 
example,  contrast  "An  eye  for  an  eye;  a 
tooth  for  a  tooth"  with  "And  whosoever 
shall  compel  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with 
him  twain." 

II.  Saved  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

a.  A  love  for  Jesus  Christ.  Among  the 
motives  in  human  experience  the  love  for 
a  person  is  the  strongest.     To  love  Jesus 


is  to  attempt  to  understand  his  character, 
mission,  and  teachings.  More  than  this,  to 
love  him  means  to  attempt  to  convert  his 
message  into  daily  deeds.  Through  it  all  one 
catches  the  spirit  of  Christ,  his  love  for  man- 
kind, and  his  desire  to  extend  his  coopera- 
tion freely  to  all  who  will  make  use  of  the 
personality-producing  forces  which  he  has 
so  ably  utilized  and  made  explicit  in  his 
revelation  of  the  Father,  the  personal  God 
of  Love.  In  this  sense  salvation  is  free  to 
all  who  will  render  an  obedience,  based  on 
understanding  and  love,  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  who  will  embark  on  an 
eternal  voyage  of  service. 

b.  Membership  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  sense  of  loyalty  to  a  group  is 
one  of  the  strongest  influences  in  human 
life.  A  band  of  workers  in  the  true  church 
has  a  greater  force  for  righteousness  than 
can  possibly  be  mustered  by  other  organized 
or  unorganized  groups.  The  leadership  of 
the  true  church,  endowed  with  the  Holy 
Priesthood,  senses  the  special  call  to  service, 
and  because  of  this  seeks  for  a  greater  un- 
derstanding of  the  Gospel  and  a  more  perfect 
love  of  Christ.  Such  leaders  render  spiritual 
help  which  is  not  likely  to  be  obtained  in 
unorganized  groups.  Then  again,  ordinances 
as  they  are  performed  in  the  true  church 
give  a  sense  of  responsibility,  security,  and 
trust  that  aids  greatly  in  the  development  of 
the  Christ-like  character. 

III.  Salvation  is  Graded. 

"Those  who  attain  even  the  Telestial  state 
are  saved  from  the  depths  of  perdition.  Those 
who  find  a  place  in  the  Terrestrial  kingdom 
are  saved  from  the  inferior  state  of  the 
Telestial.  Those  who  enter  the  Celestial 
kingdom  of  our  God  are  both  saved  and 
exalted  in  a  superlative  sense." 

"Thus  it  is  decreed  and  provided  that  every 
soul  shall  find  his  place  and  mingle  with  his 
kind,  in  a  state  of  lesser,  advanced,  or  su- 
preme salvation.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
veil  we  shall  find  many  grades  of  society; 
but  the  standard  of  classification  will  be  just 
one.  Here  we  are  generally  rated  according 
to  what  we  have  got  in  this  world.  There 
we  shall  take  our  place  according  to  what 
we  are."  (Sunday  Night  Talks,  page  93) 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  In  presenting  the  topic,  "From  what 
do  we  wish  to  be  saved?"  the  teacher  might 
list  on  the  blackboard  the  items  suggested 
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by  members  of  the  class  as  they  respond  to 
the  question,  "From  what  would  you  like 
to  be  saved?"  The  miscellaneous  array  of 
items  should  then  be  organized  and  con- 
densed. 

II.  Making  use  of  the  list  developed  in 
Part  I,  each  item  could  be  considered  with 
the  view  of  outlining  just  how  one  might 
be  saved  from  its  devastating  effects.  At 
the  close  of  such  an  analysis,  a  summary 
could  be  made  by  the  teacher.  The  material 
given  in  the  "Suggested  material  outline"  and 
the  texts  will  aid  in  formulating  this  con- 
clusion. 

III.  "Salvation  is  Graded,"  would  make 
an  excellent  subject  for  a  short  talk  by  some 
member  of  the  class. 

Assignment: 

Members  of  the  class  might  be  asked  to 
bring  a  list  of  things  from  which  they  have 
been  saved  during  the  week  because  of  their 
acceptance  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  lesson,  "Nature  of  Faith,"  will  be  pre- 
sented next  Sunday.  Special  assignments 
might  be  made  on  the  topics:  "Faith  needed 
in  habit  building";  "Faith  needed  in  art  and 
science";  "Faith  in  humanity  necessary  in 
human  institutions." 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  this  state- 
ment: "Jesus  said,  'In  my  Father's  house  are 
many  mansions:  if  it  were  not  so  I  would 
have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you.'  Let  us  be  prepared  for  a  worthy  place. 
Shall  we  repeat  the  concert  recitation  for 
February?" 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  9.  Nature  of  Faith. 

Texts:  Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp.  96- 
108;  Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp.  116- 
126. 

Objective:  Faith  is  the  trusting  assurance 
so  necessary  in  the  attainment  of  knowledge; 
it  is  the  impelling  force  behind  every  act, 
whether  temporal  or  spiritual. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

1.  Faith  is  a  step  in  obtaining  perfect 
knowledge. 

a.  Alma  on  faith.  Alma  gives  a  beautiful 
account  of  the  steps  by  which  a  person  ob- 
tains the  perfect  knowledge  of  any  one  of 
the  many  elements  of  true  religion.  (Alma, 
Chapter  32)  The  first  step  in  moving  away 
from  unbelief  is  a  desire  to  believe.  This 
is  often  the  most  difficult  step  to  take,  because 
it  requires  a  shift  from  a  self-satisfied  attitude 
to  one  of  open-mindedness.  Jesus  recognized 
the  importance  of  being  open-minded  and 
teachable  for  he  said,  "Blessed  are  the  poor 
in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
Also  Alma  preached,  "Now  if  ye  give  place, 
that  a  seed  may  be  planted  in  your  heart, .  .  . 
if  it  be  true  seed,  ...  if  ye  do  not  cast  it  out 
by  your  unbelief,  ...  it  will  swell  in  your 
breast" 


After  a  desire  to  believe  comes  belief,  and 
following  belief  comes  faith.  Thus  faith  is 
one  step  above  belief.  Faith  is  based  on  a 
broader  experience  than  belief  and  carries 
with  it  more  trust,  more  positive  power  that 
leads  to  action.  One  may  believe,  yet  still 
lack  faith.  As  experience  broadens  under 
the  dynamic  power  of  faith,  perfect  knowl- 
edge is  acquired.  Alma  says:  "Yea,  your 
knowledge  is  perfect  in  that  thing,  and  your 
faith  is  dormant;  and  this  because  you  know 
.  .  .  that  your  understanding  doth  begin  to 
be  enlightened,  and  your  mind  doth  begin  to 
expand." 

b.  Faith  in  habit-building.  If  a  smoker, 
for  example,  is  to  arrive  at  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge that  the  Word  of  Wisdom  is  God's 
health  program,  he  must  first  be  led  to  a 
desire  to  believe  that  this  program  has  value. 
This  is  the  opening  wedge  which  leads  to  an 
honest  investigation  of  the  value  of  the  Word 
of  Wisdom,  and  will  very  likely  lead  to  a 
belief  that  the  health  program  is  of  divine 
origin.  Yet  such  a  belief  may  not  cause  him 
to  discontinue  smoking.  But  continued  in- 
vestigation, together  with  prayer  and  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  truth,  may  result  in  a 
faith  in  God's  law,  and  with  this  faith  will 
come  the  power  to  live  the  law.  At  this 
stage  the  smoker  discontinues,  never  to  tam- 
per with  the  weed  again.  After  years  of 
obedience  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
health  program,  this  searcher  after  the  truth 
will  receive  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  value 
and  divinity  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 

c.  Faith  in  creative  power.  If  an  artist, 
musician,  or  poet  had  no  faith  in  his  creative 
ability,  no  confidence  in  his  power  to  express 
his  thoughts  and  emotions  in  ways  that  would 
reveal  his  own  personality,  then  no  true  art 
would  be  possible.  And  if  we  who  have 
no  such  ability  failed  to  have  faith  in  man's 
creative  power,  then  the  works  of  art  would 
fail  to  be  appreciated  by  any  except  the 
experts. 

d.  Faith  in  the  scientific  method.  The 
scientist  gathers  data  and  then  builds  his 
theories  and  finally  his  laws.  Without  faith 
in  the  ability  of  apparatus  to  give  reliable 
data,  without  faith  in  the  logic  of  his  method 
of  inference,  the  scientist  could  not  build 
a  science.  Many  may  think  that  the  scientist 
does  not  need  the  driving  power  of  faith. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  he  cherishes  faith  as  much 
as  any  one.  But  he  carefully  tests  his  ex- 
perience in  order  that  mere  wishful  thinking 
will  not  be  confused  with  genuine  faith. 
The  layman  will  easily  see  that  the  scientist 
must  have  faith  if  he  is  to  believe  in  mole- 
cules, particles  so  small  that  they  can  not 
be  seen  in  the  very  best  microscopes.  Yet 
to  the  scientist  the  faith  in  molecules  has 
reached  the  level  of  knowledge. 

e.  Faith  in  humanity.  Without  faith  in 
humanity  no  social  organizations,  associa- 
tions, or  institutions  could  exist.   Think  of  the 
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chaos  which  would  result  if  the  trust  born 
of  faith  in  humanity  were  to  disappear. 
II.  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

a.  Building  faith  in  Jesus.  Too  many  so- 
called  Christians  pay  so  little  attention  to 
Jesus  and  his  teachings  that  they  may  be 
classed,  not  as  disbelievers,  but  as  unbelievers. 
Such  persons  must  turn  some  attention  away 
from  the  mad  rush  for  gold  and  pleasure, 
if  Jesus  is  to  affect  their  lives.  First  they 
must  desire  to  believe  in  him.  This  attitude 
will  cause  them  to  study  his  life  and  teachings, 
critically  at  first,  but  finally  with  understand- 
ing and  appreciation.  Thus  a  belief  in  Jesus 
is  born.  Too  many  will  rest  content  with 
this  belief,  failing  to  realize  that  only  through 
a  faith  in  him  may  one  gain  salvation.  Faith 
is  born  out  of  belief  only  after  earnest  and 
continued  prayer  and  study,  and  then  only 
after  the  teachings  of  the  Master  are  tested 
out  in  personal  experience  and  made  a  part 
of  life.  Thus  faith  is  more  than  a  mental 
assent,  it  is  pregnant  with  power  that  leads 
to  action. 

b.  Faith  in  religion  and  God,  A  faith  in 
Jesus  brings  a  faith  in  religion  as  a  way  of 
life.  A  faith  in  Jesus  yields  a  revelation  of 
God  as  He  is  exemplified  in  His  Son.  Thus 
the  value  of  religion  and  the  evidence  for 
God  can  best  be  found  through  a  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

c.  Faith  implies  and  requires  works.  "The 
dictum  that  by  belief  alone,  or  by  faith  with- 
out works,  salvation  may  be  attained,  is  as 
pernicious  as  it  is  irrational."  (Sunday  Night 
Talks)  "Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works, 
is  dead,  being  alone."  (James  2:17)  What  of 
the  faith  of  the  man  who  prays  night  and 
morning:  "Bless  the  widows  in  their  affliction, 
and  comfort  the  hearts  of  those  that  mourn," 
but  who  neither  shares  his  material  wealth 
nor  goes  out  of  his  way  to  offer  comfort? 
Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  shown  best 
by  deeds,  not  by  lip  service. 

Suggested  Method  Outline: 

I.  The  teacher  might  present  the  topic, 
"Alma  on  faith,"  carefully  pointing  out  that 
in  order  to  obtain  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
anything  the  following  steps  are  ascended: 
unbelief,  desire  to  believe,  belief,  faith,  and 
perfect  knowledge.  Members  could  be  asked 
to  prepare  talks  on  the  subjects:  "Faith  need- 
ed in  habit  building;"  "Faith  needed  in  art 
and  science;"  "Faith  in  humanity  necessary  in 
human  institutions." 

II.  The  teacher  might  present  the  topic: 
"Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  and  then 
continue  with  these  questions: 

How  is  it  that  certain  persons  may  be 
classed  as  unbelievers  and  yet  not  as  dis- 
believers? 

How  would  you  distinguish  between  a 
belief  in  Jesus  and  a  faith  in  him? 

Justify  the  statement:  "Faith  is  the  impel- 
ling force  behind  every  act,  whether  temporal 
or  spiritual. 


Justify  the  statement:  "The  value  of  re- 
ligion can  best  be  found  through  a  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  statement: 
"Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  best  shown 
by  deeds,  not  by  lip  service." 

Assignment: 

As  an  application  of  this  lesson  suggest 
that  each  member  might  attempt  during  the 
coming  week  to  improve  some  aspect  of  his 
life  by  the  use  of  faith  or  the  steps  leading 
to  faith.  Next  Sunday's  lesson  bears  the 
title:  "Nature  of  repentance."  If  you  care 
to  follow  the  outline  suggested,  a  member 
should  be  asked  to  present  the  subject:  "Re- 
pentance is  more  than  remorse." 

The  Two-and-one-half-minute  Talk  for 
March: 

If  your  class  is  given  an  opportunity  to 
give  this  talk,  you  might  choose  the  subject, 
"Faith  in  Habit  Building,"  as  outlined  in 
this  lesson. 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  this  state- 
ment: "Let  us  each  learn  to  use  the  creative 
power  of  faith  in  the  building  of  the  ideal 
person  each  would  like  to  be.  Repeat  with 
me  the  concert  recitation  for  March." 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 
Lesson  10.  Nature  of  Repentance. 

Texts:  Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp. 
109-116;  Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp. 
127-137. 

Objective:  Through  true  repentance  we 
may  be  freed  from  the  shackles  of  misdeeds, 
and  the  backward  pull  of  inexperience  and 
ignorance;  we  may  develop  an  attitude  of 
forgiveness  toward  our  fellows;  and  we  may 
ultimately  achieve  characters  which  will  merit 
salvation. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  Repentance  is  more  than  remorse. 

We  feel  remorse  when  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  our  acts  fall  upon  our  heads.  Such 
emotions  may  be  confused  with  true  repent- 
ance. If  a  person  stops  with  remorse,  he  is 
not  fully  repentant.  For  example,  a  person 
may  show  grief  when  caught  in  the  act  of 
stealing.  This  sorrow  may  be  the  emotional 
expression  of  the  regret  of  being  caught,  or 
it  may  be  an  expression  of  remorse  over  the 
discovery  of  being  the  kind  of  person  that 
would  steal.  It  can  hardly  be  said  that  re- 
pentance even  begins  with  the  regret  of  being 
caught,  and  certainly  it  must  go  farther  than 
the  remorse  resulting  from  the  vivid  discov- 
ery of  being  a  person  who  would  steal. 
"Bring  forth  therefore,  fruits  meet  for  Re- 
pentance." 

II.  Nature  of  Repentance. 

a.  Repentance  for  misdeeds.  In  this  case 
repentance  embodies  the  following  steps: 
(I)  recognition  of  a  misdeed  and  remorse 
for  having  performed  it,  (2)  the  expression 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  be  free  from  the  back- 
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ward  pull  of  the  wrong-doing,  (3)  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  wrong-doing,  (4)  the 
planning  of  a  more  wholesome  life,  (5)  the 
actual  accomplishment  of  good  deeds  as  a 
sort  of  substitute  for  the  misdeeds.  In  brief, 
repentance  for  misdeeds  is  remorse  carried 
over,  under  the  driving  power  of  faith,  into 
a  fruitful  planning  and  building  of  an  im- 
proved life.  The  reader  will  be  interested 
to  interpret,  in  terms  of  these  steps,  the  re- 
pentance involved  in  the  elimination  of  some 
habit  such  as  "back-biting." 

b.  Repentance,  an  element  in  all  progress. 
Jesus  outlines  in  the  beatitudes  (Matt.  5:1- 
12)  a  beautiful  plan  of  growth.  This  is 
clearly  seen  if  one  studies  the  poetic  lines 
in  the  light  of  the  prosaic  statements  of  this 
and  the  next  two  sub-divisions.  In  any  de- 
velopment a  person  must  be  open  minded  and 
teachable;  that  is,  poor  in  spirit.  With  this 
attitude  of  mind,  one  realizes  that  much  of 
that  which  is  beautiful,  good,  and  true  has 
been  overlooked,  due  to  a  previous  lack  of 
teachableness.  Sorrow  and  remorse,  the  first 
fruits  of  repentance,  at  once  follow.  But  an 
intelligent  effort  to  rid  one's  self  of  such  a 
backward  pull,  due  in  the  main  to  inexperi- 
ence and  ignorance,  leads  to  meekness,  and 
this  humility  opens  the  door  to  a  greater 
knowledge  for  which  there  is  now  a  hunger 
and  a  thirst.  The  creative  aspect  of  re- 
pentance and  faith  are  now  in  action. 

As  a  specific  example  of  this  process,  one 
could  supply  the  details  of  the  repentance 
which  changes  a  person  from  a  "non-church 
goer"  to  a  regular  member  in  a  Sunday 
School  class,  and  finally  to  a  devoted  Sunday 
School   teacher. 

c.  Repentance  leads  to  an  attitude  of  for- 
giveness. The  process  of  development  just 
outlined  puts  a  person  in  the  position  properly 
to  evaluate  the  struggles  of  others  and  this 
brings  an  attitude  of  mercy.  What  of  the 
attitude  of  the  repentant  "non-church  goer" 
toward  the  boys  and  girls  he  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  "bring  in"  to  his  class? 

d.  Repentance  leads  to  salvation.  Each 
struggle  in  self-growth  begins  with  an  atti- 
tude of  teachableness.  Then  follows  the  sor- 
row of  repentance  and  then  the  new  vision 
and  the  fruitful  planning  and  building  under 
the  creative  forces  of  faith  and  repentance. 
Slowly  but  surely  such  repentance  and  faith 
bring  a  purity  of  heart,  and  a  fuller  and 
nobler  conception  of  God.  The  real  test  in 
character  building  comes  in  adversities,  when 
strength  is  manifest  in  the  standing  for  the 
right  in  the  midst  of  persecutions.  Ulti- 
mately characters,  worthy  of  salvation,  will 
be  achieved. 

"We  know  that  all  men  must  repent  and 
believe  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
worship  the  Father  in  his  name,  and  endure 
in  faith  on  his  name  to  the  end,  or  they 
cannot  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God." 
{Doctrine  and  Covenants,  20:29) 

Suggested  Method  Outline:    , 


I.  It  is  suggested  that  the  topic,  "Repent- 
ance is  more  than  Remorse,"  be  presented 
as  a  short  talk  by  some  member  of  the 
class. 

II.  After  introducing  the  topic,  "Nature 
of  Repentance,"  the  teacher  might  continue 
by  presenting  the  following  problems  and 
questions: 

List  the  steps  involved  in  the  elimination 
of  the  habit  of  cheating   in   examinations. 

Why  do  we  suggest  that  sorrow  and  re- 
morse are  the  first  fruits,  not  the  final  fruits, 
of  repentance? 

What  must  be  added  to  sorrow  and  re- 
morse to  make  repentance  complete? 

List  the  steps  involved  as  a  person  changes 
from  a  non-church  goer  to  a  devoted  Sunday 
School  teacher. 

By  a  concrete  example  illustrate  how  re- 
pentance leads  to  an  attitude  of  forgiveness. 

Explain  why  each  struggle  in  self-growth 
involves   faith  and  repentance. 

Describe  the  process  by  which  one  gains 
a  purity  of  heart. 

Assignment: 

The  members  of  the  class  might  be  asked 
to  bring  concrete  examples  of  how  repent- 
ance has  been  used  in  building  character. 
The  lesson  for  next  Sunday  is  on  the  sub- 
ject, "Baptism  is  an  Initiatory  Rite."  Class 
members  might  be  asked  to  prepare  talks 
on  the  following  subjects:  "Who  are  fit  for 
baptism?"  "Baptism  a  Sacred  Contract." 
"Infant  Baptism." 

Teachers'  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  the  following 
statement:  "The  person  who  is  struggling 
hardest  to  achieve  the  Christ-like  life  will 
show  the  greatest  evidence  of  repentance. 
Let  us  learn  to  use  repentance  as  a  dynamic 
force  in  character  building.  Repeat  with  me 
the  fourth  article  of  faith." 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 
Lesson    11.   Baptism   as   an   Initiatory   Rite. 

Texts:  Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp.  120- 
136;  Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp.  138- 
140;  Book  of  Mormon,  Moroni,  Chapter  8. 

Objective:  Baptism  with  water  is  "a  wit- 
ness and  a  testimony  before  God,  and  unto 
the  people"  that  the  person  baptized  has  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  his  way  of  life  and  knows 
by  experience  the  value  of  repentance  as  a 
force  in  eternal  progress.  Such  a  person  is 
eligible  for  the  remission  of  sins. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  Baptism  is  the  gateway. 

"Anyone  who  has  come  to  have  faith  in 
God  and  has  recognized  the  necessity  of 
repentance — genuine,  sincere,  and  fervent — 
will  naturally  yearn  for  a  chance  to  do  some- 
thing to  manifest  his  sincerity."  (Sunday 
Night  Talks,  page  139)  Baptism  with  water 
is  the  physical  act  which  permits  of  an  ob- 
jective expression  of  this  spiritual  growth. 
"Baptism  is  the  gateway  leading  into  the  fold 
of  Christ,   the  portal   to  the  Church,   the 
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established  rite  of  naturalization  in  the  king- 
dom of  God."  [Articles  of  Faith,  page  120) 
Thus  baptism  serves  as  a  concrete  expression 
to  the  social  group  that  faith  in  Jesus  and 
his  way  of  life  is  in  the  making,  and  that 
the  value  of  repentance  has  been  tested  out 
in  practice. 

II.  Baptism  is  a  sacred  ordinance. 

a.  Who  are  fit  for  baptism?  "All  those 
who  humble  themselves  before  God,  and 
desire  to  be  baptized,  and  come  forth  with 
broken  hearts  and  contrite  spirits,  and  wit- 
ness before  the  church  that  they  have  truly 
repented  of  all  their  sins,  and  are  willing  to 
take  upon  them  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
having  a  determination  to  serve  him  to  the 
end,  and  truly  manifest  by  their  works  that 
they  have  received  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
unto  the  remission  of  their  sins,  shall  be 
received  by  baptism  into  his  church."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  20:37) 

b.  Baptism  a  sacred  contract.  Having 
discovered  the  saving  power  of  faith  and 
repentance,  the  person  baptized  promises  in 
his  heart  to  build  a  Christ-like  character  by 
continuing  to  exercise  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  way  of  life,  and  by  continuing 
to  work  out  a  true  repentance  as  often  as  is 
necessary  as  he  is  reborn  into  a  newness  of 
life.  God  promises  that,  if  the  baptized 
person  will  do  his  part,  a  forgiveness  of 
sin  may  be  achieved,  and  ultimately  salva- 
tion may  be  attained.  The  ordinance  of 
baptism,  performed  under  authorized  hands, 
may  be  thought  of  as  the  first  step  in  the 
"signing"  of  a  contract. 

c.  Infant  baptism.  "And  he  that  saith, 
that  litde  children  need  baptism  denieth  the 
mercies  of  Christ,  and  setteth  at  nought  the 
atonement  of  him  and  the  power  of  his  re- 
demption." (Moroni,  Chapter  8;  read  die 
whole  chapter) 

Suggested  Method  Outline: 

I.  After  presenting  the  topic,  "Baptism  is 
the  Gateway,"  the  teacher  might  continue 
with  these  questions: 

1.  Of  what  personal  good  is  a  concrete 
expression,  such  as  baptism  in  water,  to  a 
person  who  has  learned  by  experience  the 
worth  of  faith  and  repentance? 

2.  Of  what  public  good  is  such  a  concrete 
expression? 

3.  Why  is  it  necessary  that  a  church 
should  have  an  initiatory  rite? 

4.  Of  what  value  is  baptism  in  water  to 
a  person  who  has  neither  faith  nor  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  value  of  repentance? 

5.  Does  baptism  imply  a  complete  under- 
standing of  faith  and  repentance?  Explain. 

6.  In  what  way  does  your  answer  to  the 
last  question  apply  to  the  child  who  is 
baptized  at  the  age  of  eight? 

II.  This  part  of  the  lesson  might  be  pre- 
sented by  members  of  the  class  who  have 
prepared  short  talks  on  the  following  sub- 
jects: Who  are  fit  for  baptism?  Baptism  a 
a  sacred  contract,  Infant  Baptism.     - 


Assignment: 

Members  of  the  class  might  be  asked  to 
memorize  the  words  used  by  the  priest  or 
the  elder  as  a  convert  is  baptized.  The 
next  lesson  is  on  the  subject,  "Mode  of 
Baptism."  A  member  might  be  selected  to 
prepare  a  talk  on  the  topic,  "Baptism  for  the 
Dead." 

Teachers*  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  the  following 
statement:  "At  the  time  of  baptism  we  pub- 
licly demonstrate  that  we  were  the  kind  of 
person  who  would  continue  to  develop  a 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Gospel,  and 
through  experience  would  continue  to  dis- 
cover the  value  of  repentance  as  a  force 
in  building  an  ideal  life.  May  we  continue 
to  be  this  type  of  person.  Let  us  repeat 
the  concert  recitation  for  March." 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,   1936 

Suggested    Review    Questions    for    the    First 
Quarter's  Work 

1.  Give  a  list  of  the  new  convictions  which 
Joseph  Smith  possessed  as  he  left  the  grove 
after  his  first  vision. 

2.  Explain  how  a  good  theologian  might 
be  a  poor  religionist. 

3.  In  what  sense  do  you  think  that  God 
is  now  creating,  maintaining,  and  sustaining 
the  world? 

4.  Just  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  state- 
ment,  "God  is  our  Father  and  Jesus  is  our 
Elder  Brother?" 

5.  In  what  sense  should  one  attempt  to  be- 
come powerful? 

6.  Give  a  specific  example  of  how  good 
judgment  in  exercising  free  agency  leads  to 
greater  freedom. 

7.  In  your  opinion  why  did  God  not  per- 
mit our  first  parents  to  attain  Godhood 
by  two  simple  acts:  The  eating  of  the 
"fruit  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,"  and  of  the  "fruit  of  the  tree  of 
life"? 

8.  Explain  how  this  admonition  of  Jesus, 
"And  whosoever  shall  be  chief  among  you, 
let  him  be  the  servant  of  all,"  may  aid  in 
bringing  salvation. 

9.  Make  a  list  of  the  things  from  which 
you  would  like  to  be  saved.  Now  show 
how  such  salvation  may  be  obtained  by 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel. 

10.  Just  how  would  you  distinguish  be- 
tween a  belief  in  Jesus  and  a  faith  in  Him? 

11.  What  must  be  added  to  sorrow  and 
remorse  to  make  repentance  complete? 

12.  Of  what  personal  good  is  the  concrete 
expression,  such  as  baptism  in  water,  to  a 
person  who  has  learned  by  experience  the 
worth  of  faith  and  repentance?  Of  what 
public  good  is  such  a  concrete  expression? 
Of  what  good  is  it  to  a  person  who  has 
neither  faith  nor  a  knowledge  of  the  value 
of  repentance?  '  * 
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but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 


First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  7.    A  Statement  of  Creed. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  7. 

Objective:  To  make  "the  Articles  of  Faith" 
serve  in  presenting  a  more  or  less  unified  epi- 
tome of  the  Latter-day  Saint  belief  upon 
which  to  build  further  study. 

References  for  further  reading:  Talmage, 
Articles  of  Faith,  4-5;  Talmage,  Vitality  of 
Mormonism,  Introduction;  Smith,  Essentials 
in  Church  History,  315-317;  Roberts.  A  Com- 
prehensive History  of  the  Church,  II:  130-131. 
The  Articles  of  Faith  are  not  exclusive 
in  their  nature  nor  a  complete  summary  of 
Latter-day  Saint  belief.  Many  of  the  doc- 
trines are  held  in  common  with  other  Christian 
churches,  and  Mormonism  contains  much 
that  is  not  included  in  this  brief  summation 
of  faith.  (For  another  brief  outline  of  the 
Latter-day  Saint  point  of  view,  turn  to  the 
introduction  of  The  Vitality  of  Mormonism, 
by  Talmage.) 

The  Articles  of  Faith  give  that  general 
prospectus  of  belief  which  will  serve  the 
student  as  a  guide  to  follow  in  his  further 
investigations.  There  is  a  natural  sequence 
of  order  in  most  of  the  articles  which,  when 
grasped,  make  them  easier  to  retain  in  the 
memory.  This  sequence  we  shall  aim  to  dis- 
cover. 

In  any  statement  of  religious  creed  the 
logical  beginning  is  with  belief  in  God,  for 
religion  rests  upon  belief  in  a  Supreme  Being. 
(I).  The  first  natural   step  from  belief  in 
God  is  man's  responsibility  under  God.  Thus 
the  second  article  of  faith  says^  "men  will 
be  punished  for  their  own  sins."    (II).  But 
the  objective  of  religion  is   salvation,   and 
next  in  line  comes  a  plan  which  offers  a  way 
of  salvation  through  obedience.   (III).  The 
provisions  of  that  Gospel  plan  follow  in  nat- 
ural order.  (IV).  (If  further  mental  anchor- 
age is  necessary  note  that  article  four  pre- 
sents four  parts  of  the  plan.)    A  further  log- 
ical step  is  the  question  of  authority  to  ad- 
minister the  provisions  of  the  plan.    (V|. 
Authority  is  linked  with  organization.  (VI). 
Some  of  the  privileges  and  powers  of  the 
members  of  that  organization  follow.  (VII). 
Then   the   constitution   of   the  organization 
which  happens  to  be  the  scriptures.  (VIII). 
Those   scriptures  came   through   revelation 


which  is  the  subject  of  the  next  article.  (IX) . 

The  last  four  articles  must  have  tags  of 
their  own.  Number  ten  can  be  remembered 
by  its  reference  to  the  ten  tribes.  (X).  The 
last  three  may  be  visualized  thus: 

XI.  Religious  tolerance. 

XII.  Relation  to  temporal  government. 

XIII.  The  virtues. 

A  little  discussion  and  drill  on  the  sequence 
involved  will  make  the  "Articles  of  Faith"  a 
personal  possession  of  the  student. 

What  is  the  advantage  of  having  such 
"nuggets"  as  the  Ten  Commandments,  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  Articles  of 
Faith,  etc.,  as  "personal  possessions"?  What 
you  retain  in  memory  is  yours  to  use,  to  con- 
template on,  always.  What  you  have  treas- 
ured only  in  books  can  serve  you  only  as 
you  have  the  books. 

What  is  your  impression  of  the  "Articles 
of  Faith"?  Are  they  simple?  Understandable? 
Suppose  you  were  asked  to  write  a  new 
"Articles  of  Faith,"  what  would  you  include? 
Make  the  class  acquainted  with  Talmage's 
Artices  of  Faith  for  further  study. 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  8.    "We  Believe  in  God" 
Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  8. 

Objective:  To  establish  the  conviction 
that  God  is  a  living,  personal,  reality. 

References  for  further  reading:  Roberts, 
Mormon  Doctrine  of  Deity,  Chapters  I  and 
V;  Talmage,  Articles  of  Faith,  Lecture  2; 
Evans,  Heart  of  Mormonism,  Chapter  8. 

The  text  made  clear  the  belief  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  that  the  Godhead  consists  of  three 
separate  and  distinct  individuals — God  the 
Father— His  Son  Jesus  Christ— and  the  Holy 
Ghost.  To  appreciate  the  simplicity  and 
clearness  of  the  Mormon  position  make  the 
following  comparison: 

*Read  first  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Sec- 
tion 130,  verse  22.  Then  read  the  Nicene 
Creed,  a  learned  exposition  on  the  nature 
of  the  Godhead,  found  in  The  Great  Apos- 
tasy, by  Talmage,  or  Roberts'  Outline  of 
Ecclesiastical  History,  page  185. 

Which  of  the  two  statements  do  you  pre- 
fer? Why? 

The  Mormon  distinction  in  the  conception 
of  God  is  in  emphasis  upon  His  Personality. 
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A  "divine  immanence"  in  the  universe  does 
not  measure  up  the  "Father  in  Heaven"  to 
whom  Jesus  prayed,  and  to  whom  He  taught 
His  disciples  to  pray.  (Matt.  6:6-9)  It  does 
not  harmonize  with  His  statement  that  "Ye 
who  have  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father." 
(John  14:9)  Can  you  imagine  Jesus  strug- 
gling in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  with 
an  impersonal  Being?  Read  the  story.  ( Matt. 
26:39)  Is  not  the  personal  relation  which 
man  has  with  his  maker  the  most  vital  thing 
in  religion?  Eliminate  that  and  regard  Him 
as  an  abstraction,  cold  and  impersonal  and 
you  have  robbed  prayer  of  its  vitality  and 
love  of  its  sweetness. 

A  second  Mormon  emphasis  is  upon  the 
Goodness  of  God — His  perfection  of  char- 
acter. All  that  we  regard  as  good  is  em- 
bodied in  His  personality.  He  is  the  ideal 
toward  which  Jesus  pointed  when  He  said, 
"Be  ye  therefore  perfect  even  as  your  Father 
in    Heaven    is    perfect."     (Matt.    5:48) 

With  reference  to  belief  in  God  generally, 
there  are  at  least  five  avenues  leading  to  that 
belief.     Consider  the  following: 

*1.  A  universal  inborn  feeling  for  God. 
From  time  immemorial  history  records  no 
people  who  were  not  groping,  in  some  form 
or  another  after  God.  That  universal  yearn- 
ing after  a  Supreme  Being  argues  in  favor 
of  His  existence. 

*2.  The  Cause  and  Effect  argument.  Con- 
sider this  statement:  "When  you  show  me 
a  pile  of  disorganized  brick  suddenly,  with- 
out the  aid  of  an  organizing  power,  assume 
the  form  of  an  ordered  house,  then  I  shall 
accept  the  creation  of  this  orderly  universe 
without  the  aid  of  an  intelligent,  directing 
force." 

*3.  Orderliness  of  Nature  proclaims   the 
Reign  of  Law. 
"Oh,  who  can  lift  above  one  careless  look 

While  such  bright  scenes  as  these  his  thots 
engage 

And  doubt  while  reading  from  so  fair  a 
book 

That  God's  own  finger  traced  its  glowing 
page. 

Or  deem  the  radiance  of  yon  blue  expanse 

With  all  its  starry  hosts,  the  careless  works 
of  chance?* 
*4.  Personal    testimony    of    individuals — 

(Revelation).  Consider  Isaiah,  Ezekiel,  Paul, 
Joseph  Smith. 

5.  The  results  of  prayer  and  living  in 
conformity  with  the  assumption  of  God. 
There  is  a  story  of  a  Russian  lady  who 
prayed  sincerely  and  repeatedly  that  if  God 
really  lived  He  would  make  His  existence 
known  to  her.  The  answer  came,  "Live  as 
if  I  were  and  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am." 
(See  also  John  7:17). 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 
Lesson  9.    What  is  Man? 
Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  9. 


Objective:  Man  is  of  infinite  worth,  being 
the  offspring  of  God  and  co-worker  with 
Him  in  His  divine  purposes. 

References:  Roberts,  A  Comprehensive 
History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  II,  390-394. 
Widtsoe,  Discourses  of  Brigham  Young, 
Chapter  8;  Evans,  The  Heart  of  Mormonism, 
Chapter  52. 

"When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work 
of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which 
thou  hast  ordained; 

What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? 
And  the  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him? 

For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels,  and  hast  crowned  him  with  glory 
and  honor. 

Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion  over 
the  works  of  thy  hands;  thou  hast  put  all 
things  under  his  feet." — Psalms  8:3-6. 

"What  a  piece  of  work  is  man!  How  noble 
in  reason!  How  infinite  in  faculty!  in  form 
and  moving  how  express  and  admirable! 
In  action  how  like  an  angel!  in  apprehension 
how  like  a  God!" — Shakespeare. 

To  further  emphasize  the  divine  nature 
of  man  consider  the  following:  (Lesson  Out- 
line) 

I.  Importance  of  the  Problem:  What  dif- 
ference does  it  make  what  you  believe  with 
regard  to  yourself?  Consider  the  following 
quotation  from  Gilkey  in  Life  After  Death, 
page  37: 

"In  sharp  contrast  with  this  attitude  and 
perspective  (that  death  leads  to  a  life  be- 
yond— an  attitude  which  ignores  death) 
there  stands  another,  for  which  death  is  the 
decisive  and  controlling  fact  about  human 
life."  It  emphasizes  "not  its  high  capacities 
and  possibilities,  which  Jesus  took  as  central 
for  his  estimate  of  human  destiny,  but  rather 
its  brevity  and  mortality".  .  .  .  "This  attitude 
has  always  been  with  us  down  the  centuries, 
but  in  our  own  disillusioned  time  it  has 
become  more  than  ever  explicit  and  thorough- 
going. 'Man,*  says  a  modern  novelist,  'is  only 
a  bundle  of  cellular  matter  upon  its  way  to 
become  manure.'  'Ours  is  a  lost  cause,' 
writes  a  modern  essayist,  'and  there  is  no 
place  for  us  in  the  natural  universe.'  And  a 
modern  philosopher  has  painted  in  somber 
colors  the  ultimate  shadow  that,  from  his 
viewpoint,  lies  inexorably  across  all  our 
human  scene:  'Brief  and  powerless  is  man's 
life;  on  him,  and  all  his  race,  the  slow  sure 
doom  falls  pitiless  and  dark.'  These  are 
attitudes  towards  life  which  death  obviously 
can  and  does  control;  no  wonder  they  have 
been  named  'Futilitarian'." 

II.  Supreme  Worth  of  Man:  Joseph  Smith 
conceived  of  the  human  personality  as  the 
most  important  tiling  in  life. 

'And  if  it  so  be  that  you  labor  all  your 
days  in  crying  repentance  to  this  people, 
and  bring  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how 

*Use  as  special  assignments. 
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great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the  king- 
dom of  my  Father."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 18:15.) 

It  is  this  supreme  worth  of  man  that  Jesus 
emphasized,  and  in  so  doing,  affected  the 
course  of  the  human  race  more  than  any 
being  who  ever  lived.  The  place  of  power 
he  occupies  "is  his  by  virtue  of  the  new  and 
simple  and  profound  idea  which  he  released 
— the  profound  importance  of  the  individual 
under  the  Fatherhood  of  God.  .  .  ." — H.  G. 
Wells. 

"We  are  blind  until  we  see 
That  in  the  human  plan 
Nothing  is  worth  the  making 
If  it  does  not  make  the  man. 

Why  build  these  cities  glorious 
If  man  unbuilded  goes? 
In  vain  we  built  the  work,  unless 
The  builder  also  grows." 

— Markham. 

III.  Man,  in  one  sense,  co-eternal  with 
God:  "Man  was  also  in  the  beginning  with 
God.  Intelligence,  or  the  light  of  truth,  was 
not  created  or  made,  neither  indeed  can  be." 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Sec.  93.) 

"The  soul,  the  mind  of  man — the  immortal 
spirit — where  did  it  come  from?  All  learned 
men  and  doctors  of  divinity  say  that  God 
created  it  in  the  beginning;  but  it  is  not  so: 
the  very  idea  lessens  man  in  my  estimation. 
.  .  .  The  mind,  or  the  intelligence  which 
man  possesses  is  co-equal  [co-eternal]  with 
God  himself.  .  .  .  The  intelligence  of  spirit 
had  no  beginning,  neither  will  it  have  an 
end.  The  first  principles  of  man  are  self- 
existent  with  God."  (A  Comprehensive  His- 
tory of  the  Church,  Vol.  II,  393.) 

IV.  Man,  a  Co- Worker  with  God:  As 
we  look  about  us  we  see  the  presence  of 
evil — drought,  earthquakes,  disease,  immor- 
tality, etc.,  who  can  doubt  that  God,  if  he 
is  good,  is  working  to  overcome  these  ene- 
mies of  human  progress?  In  this  perpetual 
fight  against  evil  man  links  himself  with 
God  as  an  ally.    Consider: 

"The  only  admissable  moral  theory  of  cre- 
ation is  that  the  Principle  of  Good  cannot 
at  once  and  altogether  subdue  the  powers 
of  evil,  either  physical  or  moral.  .  .  .  Ac- 
cording to  it,  man's  duty  would  consist  not 
in  simply  taking  care  of  his  own  interests  by 
obeying  irresistible  power,  but  in  standing 
forward  a  not  ineffectual  auxiliary  to  a  Being 
of  perfect  beneficence;  a  faith  which  seems 
much  better  adapted  for  nerving  him  to  exer- 
tion than  a  vague  and  inconsistent  reliance 
on  the  Author  of  Good  who  is  supposed  to 
be  also  author  of  evil.  And  I  venture  to 
assert  that  such  has  really  been,  though  often 
unconsciously,  the  faith  of  all  who  have 
drawn  strength  and  support  of  any  worthy 
kind  from  trust  in  a  superintending  Provi- 
dence." (From  Problems  in  Religion,  Drake, 
300.) 


Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 
Lesson  10.    Stages  of  Human  Progress. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.   10. 

Objective:  Man's  existence  is  not  confined 
to  mortality;  as  earth  life  is  effected  by  a 
premortal  experience,  so  it,  in  turn,  is  devel- 
oping a  personality  which  mill  endure  here- 
after. 

References  for  further  reading:  Talmage, 
Articles  of  Faith,  94-99,  195-200;  Pearl  of 
Great  Price,  Moses  3  and  4;  Abraham  3; 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  76. 

The  three-fold  problem  of  where  we  come 
from — the  purpose  of  our  present  existence — 
and  what  destiny  has  in  store,  is  clearly  an- 
swered in  Mormon  Philosophy  of  Life.  The 
Bible  includes  much  to  support  that  philoso- 
phy as  does  the  more  distinctive  Latter-day 
Saint  scripture,  viz.,  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  B00A: 
of  Mormon. 

Lesson  Outline: 

I.  A  starting  point  for  discussion  is  af- 
forded in  a  rather  general  acceptance  of 
Jesus'  pre-mortal  existence  and  his  continued 
life  beyond  the  grave. 

References:  John  16:28;  17:5. 
II.  The  Pearl  of  Great  Price  on  Pre-Mortal 
Life:* 

a.  Reveals  origin  of  man's  spirit  and 
links  it  in  a  literal  sense  with  the 
fatherhood  of  God.    {Moses  3:4-7.) 

b.  Explains  purpose  of  man's  mortal 
existence.   (Abraham  3:24-25.) 

c.  Discloses  the  origin  of  the  "Plan  of 
Salvation"  and  the  clash  between 
good  and  evil.  (Moses  4:1-4;  Abra- 
ham 3:22-28.) 

d.  Reveals  the  conditions  of  progress 
from  one  estate  to  another.  (Abra- 
ham 3:26.) 

III.  Joseph  Smith's  conception  of  immor- 
tality was  of  broader  scope  than  the  current 
Christian  view.  It  looked  not  only  forward 
but  also  backward.  The  ultimate  being  of 
man,  he  said,  was  co-eternal  with  God.  For, 
he  argued,  if  it  had  a  beginning  it  will  also 
have  an  end.  Three  quarters  of  a  century 
later  Maeterlinck,  knowingly  or  unknowing- 
ly, came  to  support  of  that  view.* 

"If  you  maintain  that  you  will  always 
exist,  you  are  bound  to  admit  that  you  have 
always  existed;  for  we  cannot  imagine  the 
one  without  having  to  imagine  the  other. 
If  nothing  ends,  nothing  begins,  for  any  such 
beginning  is  the  end  of  something."  (From 
Our  Eternity,  quoted  in  Joseph  Smith:  An 
American  Prophet,  by  Evans,  p.  281.) 

IV.  Other  Conclusions:  Plato  has  a  char- 
acter say,  "Our  souls  existed  formerly,  apart 
from  our  bodies,  and  possessed  intelligence 
before  they  came  into  man's  shape."  The 
poet  Milton  in  Paradise  Lost  and  Paradise 
Regained  in  which  he  depicts  the  fall  and 
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redemption  of  man,  foreshadows  the  views  of 
Joseph  Smith  on  immortality.  In  the  first 
decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  Words- 
worth stirred  a  few  pious  friends  to  protest 
when  he  wrote: 

"Our  birth  is  but  a  sleep  and  a  forgetting: 
The  soul  that  rises  with  us,  our  life's  star, 
Hath  had  elsewhere  its  setting, 
And  cometh  from  afar: 
Not  in  entire  forgetfulness 
And  not  in  utter  nakedness, 
But  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God,  who  is  our  home." 

V.  Importance  of  Belief  in  Immortality:  To 
regard  man  as  eternal  places  an  eternal  value 
upon  his  conduct.  What  we  do  becomes  of 
everlasting,  rather  than  passing,  importance. 
Consider  the  following: 

a.  "Faith  in  immortality  .  .  .  has  more 
often  been  the  conviction  that  some 
other  person,  honored  or  beloved, 
is  too  worthful  to  perish  with  the 
body  in  a  universe  that  has  produced 
and  sustained  moral  and  spiritual 
capacities  like  these." 

b.  With  reference  to  the  above  quota- 
tion discuss,  "Faith  in  immortality 
is  thus  a  correlative,  or  rather  a 
consequence,   of   faith   in  God." 

c.  Peter,  in  his  address  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost  is  recorded  as  saying: 
"Death  could  not  control  Him." 

This  statement  is  "a  revealing  insight  that 
lays  bare  with  singular  accuracy  some  of 
the  main  roots  of  living  faith  in  immortality 
then  and  now.  One  of  these  is  its  plain  dis- 
closure of  the  motives  and  perspectives  that 
dominated  Jesus'  own  living.  Death  could 
not  control  His  actions.  He,  Himself,  once 
put  His  own  attitude  into  words  that  have 
echoed  down  the  centuries,  'Be  not  afraid 
of  them  that  kill  the  body  but  are  not  able 
to  kill  the  soul:  but  rather  fear  him  who  is 
able  to  destroy  both  body  and  soul.'  And 
when  his  own  life  was  threatened  and  finally 
taken  from  him  he  turned  his  own  counsel 
into  a  steadfast  assurance  and  expectancy 
that  dominated  both  His  life  and  His  death. 
This  life  was  for  him  a  room  opening  into 
another  and  larger  room,  and  death  was  the 
door  leading  through  and  beyond."  (From 
"Life  After  Death"  (leaflet),  by  Gilkey,  p. 
36.) 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Joseph  Smith,  and 
thousands  of  other  Christians  whom  "Death 
could  not  control"  because  of  their  belief 
in  immortality. 

V.  Summarize  the  three  Estates  in  Mor- 
mon Philosophy  of  Life  and  show  relation- 
ship of  each  to  the  others.* 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 

Review.     First  Quarter. 

1.  How  does  belief  influence  the  course 


of  life?    Illustrate  by  reference  to  the  thor- 
oughgoing believer  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom; 
in  temple  marriage;  in  other  doctrines  of  tha: 
Church. 

2.  To  what  great  world  religion  does  Mor- 
monism  belong?  What  are  some  of  the  be- 
liefs and  practices  it  shares  with  Christian 
denominations? 

3.  In  what  respects  is  Mormonism  a  dis- 
tinctive religion? 

4.  How  does  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  differ  from  other  Chris- 
tian religions  in  origin?  In  its  claim  to 
authority?  In  its  view  of  divine  revelation? 

5.  Discuss  the  full  significance  of  the  name 
"Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints." 

6.  What  three  challenges  did  Joseph  Smith 
issue  to  the  Christian  world  when  he  an- 
nounced his  first  vision? 

7.  List  in  order  ten  dates  important  in 
the  early  history  of  the  Church. 

8.  Discuss  the  relation  between  growth  and 
development  in  the  early  Christian  Church. 
In  the  restored  Church. 

9.  Give  the  "general  offices"  in  the  Church 
in  order  of  their  creation. 

10.  Name  the  Church  auxiliaries  in  order 
of  their  creation. 

11.  Why  is  it  difficult  for  the  world  to 
accept  Joseph  Smith  as  a  prophet? 

12.  What  are  some  of  the  functions  of  a 
prophet?  How  does  Joseph  Smith  measure 
up  to  the  requirements? 

13.  What  are  two  usual  anti-Mormon  ex- 
planations of  Joseph  Smith  and  what  is  the 
answer  to  them? 

14.  Try  to  give  the  Articles  of  Faith  from 
memory  by  means  of  linking  each  with  the 
preceding  one.  (See  Instructor,  Sept.,  1921) 

15.  What  is  the  Mormon  idea  of  God? 
How  does  it  square  with  the  New  Testament 
account? 

16.  Name  two  distinctive  characteristics 
of  Deity  which  are  emphasized  by  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints. 

17.  Give  five  approaches  to  a  belief  in  God. 

18.  What  difference  does  it  make  what 
you  believe  with  regard  to  yourself? 

19.  What  is  the  most  important  thing  in 
life  by  which  the  value  of  all  other  things 
are  measured.  (For  example,  what  good  are 
schools  if  they  do  not  make  better  human 
personalities?) 

20.  Give  the  Latter-day  Saint  answer  to 
the  triple  question  of  man's  origin,  present 
existence,  and  future. 

If  time  permits,  review  the  "objectives"  of 
each  lesson  as  a  general  summary  of  the 
course  to  date. 


'Special  assignments  to  individual  pupils. 
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CONCERT    RECITATION 
(Matthew  4:10) 
*  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord 
thy  God,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve." 
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LESSONS  FOR  MARCH,  1936 

Suggestions  for  Two-and-one-half 
Minute  Talks 

1.  The  Danger  of  Evil  Suggestions. 

2.  No  One  Is  Safe  from  Evil. 

3.  Resisting  Evil  Brings  Strength. 

4.  Every  Soul  Is  Precious. 

5.  The  Prayers  of  the  Publican  and 
Pharisee. 

First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  7.    Before  There  Was  an  Earth. 

Text:  The  Quarterly,  Lesson  7. 

Objective:  To  show  that  this  life  is  but 
one  part  of  a  continuous  and  progressive 
existence. 

Supplementary  References:  Talmage, 
James  E.,  Jesus  the  Christ  Chapter  4,  and 
Note  2;  Kern,  Paul  B.,  The  Miracle  of  the 
Galilean,  Chapter  VII;  Abraham  3:22-28; 
Moses  4:1-4. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I,  What  great  truths  were  revealed  to  the 
brother  of  Jared  on  Mount  Shelem? 

a.  What  was  it  that  so  greatly  surprised 
the  brother  of  Jared? 

b.  In  what  form  did  the  Lord  appear 
to  him? 

Whom  did  the  Lord  announce  Him- 
self to  be? 

When  was  He  chosen  for  His  mis- 
sion? 

Was  Jesus'  entire  mission  accom- 
plished during  His  thirty-three  years 
of  mortal  life? 

f.  Why  had  the  Lord  not  showed  Him- 
self to  any  other  mortal  being? 
II.  Why  are  the  truths  of  this  vision  im- 
portant to  us? 

a.  Did  the  spirits  of  men  also  exist 
"from  the  foundation  of  the  world?" 

b.  What  evidence  may  be  found  in  the 
vision  that  our  life  and  work  are  also 
part  of  a  great  plan? 

c.  If  Jesus  had  failed  in  His  final,  su- 
preme  test,   would    He   have   been 
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COURSE  B— WHAT  JESUS  TAUGHT 
Ordained  Teachers  and  Other  Boys  and  Girls 
15and  16  Years  of  Age 
General  Board  Committee:  David  A.  Smith,  Chair- 
man; M.  Lynn  Bennion,  Vice-Chairman 

glorified  with  the  glory  which  He  had 
before  the  world  was? 
d.  What  lesson  may  we  draw,  therefore, 
concerning    the    importance    of   our 
own  actions  during  this  life? 

Suggestions  for  Teaching:  Use  the  direct- 
ed-study  method.  (See  Instructor,  Lesson  5, 
February  2,  1936.)  In  addition,  have  one 
pupil  read  and  report  on  a  selection  called 
"An  Assignment  by  Agassiz."  (Century 
Book  of  Selections,  page  301;  or  Shaler,  N. 
S.,  Autobiography,  pages  98-99.)  Another 
pupil  may  relate  the  story,  "A  Message  to 
Garcia,"  by  Elbert  Hubbard.  If  these  ar- 
ticles are  not  available,  then  two  or  three 
pupils  may  be  assigned  to  report  on  incidents 
in  the  lives  of  local,  historic,  or  literary  char- 
acters that  will  illustrate  this  point:  The 
greatest  development  of  character  comes  to 
those  who  are  not  afraid  to  assume  reponsi- 
bility,  and  who  perform  their  work  without 
constant  supervision.  (These  reports  must  be 
very  brief.) 

Topics  suggested  above,  as  well  as  the 
following  material,  are  intended  as  a  founda- 
tion on  which  the  teacher  may  develop  the 
importance  of  living  nobly  this  link  of  our 
eternal  existence. 

Supplementary  Material: 

( 1 )  The  late  Francis  M.  Lyman,  father  of 
Apostle  Richard  R.  Lyman,  was  a  very  pow- 
erful man,  physically,  mentally,  and  spirit- 
ually. He  impressed  people  so  greatly  that 
none  could  ever  forget  him.  On  one  of  his 
many  journeys  among  the  wards  and  stakes 
of  the  Church,  he  saw  a  man  slouching  up  to 
the  door  of  the  meeting  house.  Brother 
Lyman,  who  always  stood  erect,  slapped  the 
man  across  the  shoulders  and  said, 

"Stand  up,  brother!  You  are  in  the  image 
of  God!" 

What  lessons  there  are  in  those  few  words! 
We  are  in  the  image  of  our  Creator.  The 
gift  of  such  a  body  is  most  precious,  and  it 
should  be  prized  accordingly.  It  should  be 
kept  clean,  pure,  undefiled.  It  should  be  kept 
as  strong  and  healthy  as  possible.  It  should 
be  carried  correctly,  and  it  should  be  used, 
not  wrongly  or  selfishly,  but  for  doing  good. 

In  His  image!  That  means  mentally  as  well 
as  physically.    Surely,  then,  the  mind  should 
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be  developed  to  the  greatest  possible  extent; 
and  like  the  body,  it  should  be  used  for  good 
purposes.  The  person  who  uses  his  godlike 
mind  and  body  for  the  doing  of  evil  is  failing 
miserably  to  play  his  part  in  the  great  plan 
that  was  established  before  there  was  an 
earth. 

(2)  In  time  of  war,  ships  are  frequently 
sent  out  to  sea  under  sealed  orders.  This  is 
done  in  order  that  no  one,  not  even  the  offi- 
cers themselves,  may  know  the  course  to  be 
taken  or  the  mission  to  be  performed.  After 
some  hours  or  even  days  of  sailing,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  such  a  ship  breaks  the 
seal  and  reads  the  orders.  He  immediately 
lays  a  course  that  will  take  him  to  the  desired 
destination. 

He  may  not  understand  fully  the  whole 
scheme  of  action;  but  he  does  know  what  is 
expected  of  him,  and  without  hesitation  he 
acts  accordingly.  He  has  confidence  in  his 
ship  and  in  his  ability  to  meet  and  overcome 
difficulties  that  may  arise;  and  he  has  faith 
in  his  superior  officers  and  in  the  general 
plan  they  have  worked  out.  He  never  says, 
"I  don't  think  they  know  what  they  are 
doing.    I  know  a  better  way." 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  8.    The  Presence  of  Evil. 

Text:  The  Quarterly,  Lesson  8. 

Objective:  To  show  that  weaknesses,  un* 
checked,  will  cause  our  downfall. 

Supplementary  References:  Talmage, 
James  E.,  Jesus  the  Christ,  Chapter  2,  and 
Notes  1  and  2;  Abraham  3:22-28;  Jude,  Verse 
6;  Revelation  12:7-12;  Kent,  C.  P.,  The  Life 
and  Teachings  of  Jesus,  pp.  140-141. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  What  is  Satan's  purpose  in  the  earth? 

a.  Who  was  he  before  his  downfall? 

b.  Why  did  he  rebel  against  God? 

c.  What  does  he  hope  to  gain  by  con- 
tinuing to  oppose  the  Lord's  plan? 

d.  What  methods  does  he  use? 
II.  What  is  the  mission  of  Jesus? 

a.  Who  was  He  at  the  time  of  the 
council  in  heaven? 

b.  Why  was  His   plan  accepted? 

c.  How  does  He  seek  to  overcome  the 
evil  works  of  Satan? 

III.  How  can  we  keep  our  "second  estate"? 

a.  What  part  did  we  take  in  the  council 
in  heaven? 

b.  If  we  fight  against  Satan  and  for  the 
plan  established  by  Christ,  what  shall 
be  our  reward? 

c.  How  can  we  avoid  the  danger  of 
joining  Satan  and  his  host? 

(a)  What  are  some  fundamental 
weaknesses  we  must  control? 

(b)  What  are  some  things  we  must 
do  to  remain  loyal  to  our  side 
of  the  struggle? 


Suggestions  for  Teaching:  This  lesson  is 
of  great  practical  value;  therefore,  special 
efforts  should  be  made  to  have  the  pupils 
take  an  active  part  in  its  preparation  and 
presentation.  It  is  suggested  that  one  pupil 
give  a  brief  talk  on  Satan's  fundamental 
weakness,  which  might  be  called  pride.  (This 
weakness  is  shown  in  his  ambition  to  exalt 
himself  above  God,  and  in  his  refusal  to  abide 
by  the  plan  that  was  accepted.  Milton  has 
him  say  (Book  I,  Line  263) :  "Better  to  reign 
in  Hell  than  serve  in  Heaven.") 

Several  other  pupils  might  give  talks  on 
the  virtues  displayed  by  Jesus  in  His  plan: 
love,  service,  unselfishness.  In  addition,  ask 
pupils  to  be  prepared  to  tell  the  class  (1) 
how  some  person  they  have  observed  or 
read  about  came  to  choose  a  life  of  evil; 
or  (2)  how  some  person  overcame  evil  and 
succeeded  in  living  an  exemplary  life.  An- 
other subject  that  should  be  discussed  in  this 
lesson  is  the  power  of  habit.  Be  careful 
that  this  part  of  the  discussion  does  not  run 
far  afield. 

Supplementary  Material: 

1.  John  Milton,,  in  Paradise  Lost,  sets 
forth  his  thoughts  concerning  the  pre-ex- 
istence  of  our  spirits.  Many  of  his  ideas, 
particularly  those  concerning  the  council  in 
heaven,  harmonize  very  closely  with  our 
own.  The  teacher  would  find  it  very  profit- 
able to  read  from  Line  582  of  Book  V  to 
Line  879,  Book  VI.  The  following  lines 
are  taken  from  this  part  of  Paradise  Lost: 

"On  such  day 

As    Heaven's   great   year  brings   forth,   the 

empyreal  host 
Of  Angels,  by  imperial  summons  called, 
Innumerable  before  the  Almighty's  throne 
Forthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  Heaven  ap- 
peared 
Under  their  Hierarchs  in  order  bright: 
Ten    thousand    thousand    ensigns   high    ad- 
vanced. 
Standards  and  gonfalons,  "twixt  van  and  rear 
Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  distinction  serve 
Of  hierarchies,  of  orders,  and  degrees; 
Or  in  their  glittering  tissues  bear  emblazed 
Holy  memorials,  acts  of  zeal  and  love 
Recorded  eminent.     Thus  when  in  orbs 
Of  circuit  inexpressible  they  stood, 
Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  Infinite, 
By  whom  in  bliss  imbosomed  sat  the  Son. 
Amidst  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whose  top 
Brightness  had  made  invisible,  thus  spake: 

'Hear,  all  ye  Angels,  progeny  of  light. 
Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues, 

Powers, 
Hear   my   decree,   which    unrevoked    shall 

stand: 
This  day  I  have  begot  whom  I  declare 
My  only  Son;  and  on  this  holy  hill 
Him  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold 
At  my  right  hand.    Your  Head  I  him  appoint; 
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And  by  myself  have  sworn,  to  him  shall  bow 
All  knees  in  Heaven,  and  shall  confess  him 

Lord: 
Under  his  great  vicegerent  reign  abide, 
United  as  one  individual  soul, 
Forever  happy.     Him  who  disobeys, 
Me  disobeys,  breaks  union,  and  that  day 
Cast  out  from  God  and  blessed  vision,  falls 
Into  utter  darkness,  deep  engulfed,  his  place 
Ordained  without  redemption,  without  end." 

2.  The  story  of  the  beginning  of  Macbeth's 
downfall  is  particularly  appropriate.  As 
Macbeth  and  Banquo  rode  homeward,  vic- 
torious, from  the  battle,  both  were  valiant, 
loyal  servants  of  the  king.  Suddenly  they 
came  upon  three  witches,  who  saluted  Mac- 
beth thus: 

First  witch:  All  hail,  Macbeth!  hail  to 
thee,  thane  of  Glamis!" 

Second  witch:  All  hail,  Macbeth!  hail  to 
thee  thane  of  Cawdor!" 

Third  witch:  All  hail,  Macbeth,  that  shalt 
be  King  hereafter!" 

Macbeth  was  very  greatly  disturbed  by 
the  things  that  were  said,  though  Banquo 
treated  them  rather  lightly.  A  few  moments 
later  two  messengers  arrived  with  the  news 
that  Macbeth,  who  was  already  the  thane  of 
Glamis,  had  been  made  thane  of  Cawdor.  This 
so  inflamed  his  ambition  that  he  began  to 
plan  a  way  whereby  he  could  become  king, 
also.  Banquo  apparently  saw  what  was 
taking  place  in  Macbeth's  mind,  for  he  said: 

"...  oftentimes,  to  win  us  to  our  harm, 
The  instruments  of  darkness  tell  us  truths, 
Win  us  with  honest  trifles,  to  betray 's 
In  deepest  consequence." 

(Since  the  entire  story  of  Macbeht  deals 
with  the  consequences  of  unbridled  ambition, 
it  affords  an  unlimited  store  of  supplementary 
material  for  this  lesson.) 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 
Lesson  9-    Why  Evil  is  in  the  World. 

Text:  The  Quarterly,  Lesson  9. 

Objective:  To  show  that  the  overcoming 
of  evil  is  a  necessary  part  of  our  training  in 
this  phase  of  our  eternal  life. 

Supplementary  References:  Weed,  G.  L., 
A  Life  of  Christ  for  the  Young,  pp.  82-84; 
Talmage,  James  E.,  Jesus  the  Christ,  pp.  17- 
20;  and  Notes  1  and  2,  pp.  28-29;  Batten- 
house,  H.  M.,  The  Bible  Unlocked,  pp.  322- 
324;  Smyth,  J.  Patterson,  A  People's  Life  of 
Christ,  pp.  94-107. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  Why  was  the  temptation  of  Jesus  of 
great  significance? 

a.  At  the  time  of  Christ,  how  great  a 
hold  did  Satan  have  upon  the  world? 

b.  Why  was  he  greatly  concerned  over 
the  beginning  of  Jesus'  mission? 


c.  What  human  weakness  did  Satai* 
first  appeal  to? 

d.  What  did  Jesus  mean  by  his  answer? 

e.  What  was   Satan's  second  appeal? 

f.  Why  should  Jesus  be  particularly 
susceptible  to  such  a  temptation  at 
this  point  in  His  career? 

g.  If  Jesus  had  accepted  Satan's  offer 
in  the  third  temptation,  would  He  not 
have  been  in  a  better  position  to 
present  God's  plan  of  salvation  to 
all  the  world? 

h.  Why  did  Satan  offer  two  temptations 
that  were  in  themselves  not  seriously 
wicked? 
II.  Why  should  there  be  evil  as  well  as 
good  in  the  world? 

a.  What  was  one  great  purpose  the 
Lord  had  in  view  when  He  placed 
man  on  the  earth? 

b.  Wherein  did  Jesus'  plan  of  salvation 
differ  from  that  offered  by  Lucifer? 

c.  According  to  modern  revelation,  did 
we  have  any  part  in  the  contest  that 
was  waged  over  the  two  plans? 

d.  Could  there  be  any  free  agency  if 
there  were  no  evil? 

e.  How  is  it  possible  for  us  to  retain 
our  free  agency? 

Suggestions  for  Teaching:  This  lesson 
adapts  itself  to  the  problem-project  method 
of  teaching.  (See  Wahlquist,  "Teaching  as 
the  Direction  of  Activities,"  pp.  71-76.)  On 
the  first  Sunday  in  March,  select  some  or  all 
of  the  problems  suggested  in  the  Quarterly 
or  in  the  outline  given  above,  and  assign 
them  to  individual  students.  If  the  students 
do  not  have  available  any  of  the  books 
referred  to,  ask  them  to  read  the  Bible  story 
of  the  temptation  (see  references  given  in  the 
Quarterly),  think  the  matter  over  carefully, 
and  talk  with  parents  or  other  older  members 
of  the  Sunday  School.  As  in  the  considera- 
tion of  other  lessons,  close  personal  obser- 
vation, or  the  pages  of  history  and  of  liter- 
ature will  provide  valuable  material  bearing 
upon  the  subject. 

Supplementary  Material: 

1.  It  is  a  law  of  nature  that  we  grow 
by  overcoming  opposition.  A  pine  tree 
growing  in  the  forest  must  fight  for  sunlight 
and  for  room  to  grow.  If  it  falters,  other 
trees  grow  above  it,  branch  out,  and  thus 
retard  its  growth  or  even  take  away  its 
chance  to  live.  But  if  its  roots  are  in  good 
soil,  and  if  no  serious  harm  comes  to  it* 
then  it  grows  straight  and  tall,  keeping  pace 
with  other  trees,  so  that  the  sun  strikes  its 
upper  branches,  and  thrusting  out  protecting 
limbs  to  prevent  other  trees  from  crowding 
it. 

Out  on  the  windswept  ridges,  another 
type  of  tree  grows.  It  is  not  so  tall,  because 
it  has  no  near  neighbors  that  force  it  to 
reach  upward  for  sunlight.    Its  enemies  are 
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drouth  and  wind  and  rocky  soil;  therefore, 
its  roots  are  long  and  powerful,  twisting 
among  the  rocks  for  food  and  moisture, 
and  gripping  the  earth  like  gnarled  fingers 
to  prevent  the  tree  from  being  blown  over. 
The  wood  of  this  tree,  instead  of  being 
smooth  and  straight  like  that  of  the  trees 
in  the  forest,  is  hard,  twisted,  and  tough  as 
leather — made  so  by  ages  of  successfully 
battling  against  the  elements  that  would 
destroy  it. 

2.  There  are  people  who  say  that  it  is 
only  by  committing  sin  and  then  afterward 
refraining  from  it  that  true  strength  is  shown. 
However,  this  argument  is  usually  a  salve 
by  which  they  soothe  their  own  guilty  con- 
sciences. If  the  tree  in  the  forest  retarded 
its  own  growth  for  a  few  years  and  then 
suddenly  thrust  itself  upward  into  the  sun- 
light, it  would  indeed  be  showing  great 
strength,  but  there  would  be  flaws  in  the 
grain  of  its  wood,  making  it  less  valuable. 
If  the  tree  on  the  ridge  broke  just  a  little 
under  the  lashing  of  some  wild  storm,  it 
would  be  permanently  weakened  or  scarred. 

That  was  not  Jesus'  way.  He  was  tempted, 
as  we  are  tempted;  but  by  refusing  to  give 
way  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  gained  all 
the  advantages  that  come  from  the  conquest 
of  evil,  and  bore  away  no  flaws  or  imper- 
fections. He  stands  before  all  the  world  as  a 
model  of  right  living,  a  sinless  Man. 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 
Lesson  10.     The  Crown  of  Creation. 

Text:  The  Quarterly,  Lesson  10. 

Objective:  To  show  the  importance  of 
living  worthily. 

Supplementary  References:  Genesis  1:26- 
28;  Smyth,  J.  Patterson,  A  People's  Life  of 
Christ,  pp.  348-354;  Kent,  C.  F.,  The  Life 
and  Teachings  of  Jesus,  pp.  137-141  (II,  III, 
and  IV). 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  What  evidence  have  we  that  God  prizes 
very  highly  each  one  of  His  children? 

a.  What  did  He  do  that  best  proves 
His  great  love  for  us? 

b.  According  to  the  words  of  Jesus, 
what  is  the  greatest  test  of  the  love 
of  one  person  for  another? 

c.  Relate  one  parable  to  illustrate  the 
value  of  souls? 

d.  For  what  purpose  did  the  Lord  create 
this  earth? 

e.  In  the  light  of  modern  revelation,  is 
it  an  advantage  to  us  to  be  permitted 
to  live  on  this  earth? 

f.  Is  there  any  limit  to  the  possibilities 
of  our  development? 

II.  Does  God's  love  for  us  put  any  responsi- 
bility upon  us? 

a.  Why  should  we  have  reverence  for 
our  minds,  bodies,  honor,  purity,  and 


other   talents   with   which   we   have 
been  blessed? 

b.  These  talents  have  been  given  to  us. 
Why  should  we  not  use  them  in  any 
way  we  desire? 

c.  Under  what  condition  may  we  have 
and  keep  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord? 

Suggestions  for  Teaching:  After  a  brief 
review  of  last  Sunday's  lesson,  devote  ten 
minutes  to  supervised  study  of  this  lesson. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  period,  give  each 
pupil  a  short  question,  the  answer  to  which 
may  be  found  in  the  Quarterly;  or,  begin 
asking  such  questions  as  soon  as  most  of  the 
pupils  have  finished  reading  the  lesson. 

The  topics  are  suggested  for  brief  class- 
room talks: 

1.  Where  much  is  given,  much  is  required. 

2.  The  necessity  for  doing  one's  best, 
spiritually,  mentally,  and  physically. 

Draw  heavily  upon  the  fields  of  observa- 
tion, history,  and  literature  to  prove  that 
man  is  of  supreme  importance  in  the  earth.- 
Show  that  progress  is  the  law  of  right  living, 
and  that  those  whom  we  most  admire  are  the 
men  and  women  who  have  striven  hardest 
in  the  cause  of  truth,  while  those  who  are 
most  quickly  forgotten  are  the  ones  who 
have  not  lived  up  to  their  possibilities,  how- 
ever great  or  small. 

Supplementary  Material: 

I.  We  usually  think  of  Jesus  as  the  meek- 
est of  men,  suffering  the  insults  and  scorn 
of  those  who  did  not  believe  in  Him.  But 
we  must  not  forget  the  Jesus  who  whipped 
the  money-changers  out  of  the  Temple,  over- 
turned their  tables,  and  denounced  them 
bitterly  for  desecrating  His  Father's  house. 
His  attitude  upon  that  occasion  will  help 
us  more  fully  to  understand  the  last  quo- 
tation in  the  Quarterly  lesson. 

II.  Jesus  is  frequently  referred  to  as  the 
"Man  of  Sorrows,"  for  we  read  that  He 
wept  much  because  of  the  sins  of  the  world. 
We  condemn  the  wayward  son  or  daughter 
who  will  not  heed  the  teachings  of  a  parent, 
and  whose  evil  ways  bring  bitter  sorrow 
and  shame  upon  other  members  of  the  family. 
Surely,  then  we  stand  in  condemnation  when 
we  will  not  heed  the  teachings  of  our  Heav- 
enly Father.  Furthermore,  since  progress 
is  the  law  of  life,  we  but  delay  and  injure 
ourselves  when  we  do  wrong  or  when  we 
fail  to  live  up  to  our  possibilities. 

HI.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  horses  that  when 
they  are  seriously  sick  or  injured,  they  will 
lie  down  and  beat  their  heads  on  the  ground. 
This  they  do  so  violently  as  to  cause  con- 
siderable damage,  and  sometimes  they  liter- 
ally beat  themselves  to  death.  Such  actions 
seem  utterly  blind  and  unnatural,  yet  no 
doubt  many  of  the  things  we  do  would 
seem  equally  unreasonable  in  the  eyes  of 
beings  more  intelligent  than  we. 

{Continued  on  page  37) 
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Course  A — For  Deacons  and  Other  Boys  and  Girls 
12,  13  and  14  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:  T.  Albert  Hooper 


CONCERT  RECITATION  FOR  MARCH,  1936 

(Genesis,  Chapter  30,  Verse  33) 

"So  shall  my  righteousness  answer  for  me  in  time  to  come." 


LESSONS  FOR  MARCH 

First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  7.    "And  There  Were  Giants  in 
Those  Days." 

1.  Objective:  Probably  the  best  objective 
here  is  to  show  that  we  ought  to  seek  for  the 
right  kind  of  things  in  our  lives.  This  aim, 
of  course,  the  teacher  keeps  to  herself,  or 
himself,  as  something  round  which  to  build 
the  lesson.  Every  detail,  however,  must  look 
in  this  direction. 

2.  Point  of  Contact:  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  class  opens  here.  Test  the  class  out  as 
to  what  they  have  set  their  minds  on  for 
the  future.  Do  they  want  to  make  money? 
or  fame?  or  some  particular  vocation? 

3.  The  Outline:  Now  you  are  ready  for 
the  lesson,  which  follows  this  order: 

I.  The  priest  and  Abraham. 

a.  Sacrifices  in  early  times. 

b.  Abraham  on  the  altar. 

c.  The  prayer  for  deliverance. 

d.  The  rescue. 
The  young  man. 

a.  Who  he  was. 

b.  His  departure  from  Chaldea. 
An  adventure  with  God. 

a.  Learns  about  the  Lord. 

b.  Learns  about  Christ. 

c.  Learns  about  the  Redemption. 
The  return  to  Chaldea. 

a.  Teaches  the  priests. 

b.  Their  reception  of  him. 

Here  is  the  place,  and  now  the  time,  to 
make  a  comparison  between  what  Abraham 
sought  and  what  one  might  seek  today.  What 
is  the  thing  of  most  worth,  in  view  of  our 
eternal  existence? 

4.  Readings:  In  the  class  the  following 
passage  would  make  t  good  reading:  Genesis 
18:1-8,  inclusive.  This  would,  of  course, 
have  to  be  assigned  the  week  before. 

As  for  your  own  preparation,  the  following 
should  be  gone  over  carefully:  Genesis,  chap- 
ters 12,  15,  16  and  17;  Book  of  Abraham 
(in  Pearl  of  Great  Price),  chapters  1,  2,  3. 
This,  of  course,  in  addition  to  the  Quarterly. 

5.  Assignments:   There   are  many   possi- 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


bilities  here  by  way  of  class  activity.  Pupils 
might  be  asked  to  prepare  short  talks  on 
ancient  Chaldea,  on  Abraham,  on  the  ancient 
pharaohs — three  talks.  Then  there  is  a 
reading,  to  be  given  by  another — which 
makes  four.  There  are  four  topics  in  the 
lesson,  as  found  in  the  Quarterly,  which 
may  be  given  by  as  many  other  pupils.  This 
makes  nine  short  recitations  in  all. 

The  memory  gem  is  the  same  as  in  the 
two  lessons  preceding. 

6.  Application:  Ask  your  pupils  to  talk 
over  with  their  parents  or  some  one  else 
what  they  consider  the  most  important  thing 
in  life,  so  as  to  get  as  many  different  points 
of  view  as  possible.  They  should  make  a 
brief  report  to  you  and  the  class  next  Sunday. 

Be  sure  to  read  the  next  lesson  now! 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 

Lesson  8.     Who  is  the  Rich  Man? 

How  would  you  like  to  conduct  this  lesson 
on  the  following  plan?  Try  it  and  see  how 
it  goes.  It  will  be  divided  into  several 
steps,  as  follows: 

First  Step:  Can  any  of  you  tell  us  of  an 
experience  in  which  you  refused  to  share 
something  with  another?  Just  how  did  you 
feel  afterwards?  Now,  will  some  one  tell  us 
of  an  instance  where  you  shared  something 
with  some  one  else?  How  did  you  feel  about 
it?  Jesus  put  this  feeling  into  this  sentence: 
"It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 
If  you  have  ever  shared  what  you  had  with 
another,  you  know  what  Jesus  meant.  (This 
gives  your  point  of  contact.) 

Our  lesson  today,  as  you  know,  is  about 
two  rich  men,  one  of  whom  was  richer  than 
the  other. 

Second  Step:  James  will  now  read  a  pas- 
sage from  Genesis.  It  is  to  be  found  in  chap- 
ter 13,  verses  1  to  12.  (James  reads  the  pas- 
sage aloud  to  the  class.) 

Third  Step:  Last  week  I  asked  Alice  and 
Mary  to  prepare  talks  on  that  part  of  the 
country   where   the    things    took   place   of 
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which  our  lesson  speaks.  Alice  will  tell  us 
of  the  country  and  Mary  of  the  two  richest 
men  there — Abraham  and  Lot.  (The  two 
girls  then  give  the  talks,  supplemented  where 
necessary  by  the  teacher.) 

Fourth  Step:  And  now  the  following  facts 
in  the  lesson  will  be  given  by  some  members 
of  the  class.  John  and  William  have  pre- 
pared a  conversation  for  us,  such  a  one  as 
Lot  and  Abraham  had  over  their  sheep  and 
cattle.  This  will  be  followed  by  two  talks 
by  Sarah  and  Amy  on  what  happened  first 
to  Abraham  and  then  what  happened  to  Lot. 
(These  four  persons  then  recite.) 

Fifth  Step:  For  today  we  have  a  new 
memory  gem.  It  is  the  sentence  from  Jesus, 
which  I  just  gave  you:  Remember  the  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  "It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.'  '(Acts  20: 
35.) 

Sixth  Step:  The  only  way  to  get  any 
good  out  of  an  idea  is  to  practice  it.  Now, 
during  the  coming  week  let  us  see  just  how 
much  we  can  share  with  others  of  the  good 
things  we  ourselves  have.  Would  you  like 
to  tell  us  about  it  next  Sunday? 

Let  us  stop  for  a  moment,  to  see  exacdy 
what  we  have  done.  We  got  our  point 
of  contact,  to  begin  with;  then  we  gave 
the  lesson,  or  rather  the  class  did;  and, 
finally,  we  found  a  classic  statement,  which 
crystalized  the  lesson.  In  all,  however,  we 
secured  the  maximum  amount  of  activity 
on  the  part  of  our  pupils.  It  remains  with 
the  individual  members  of  the  class  to  see 
that  they  put  the  idea  learned  into  practice. 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 

Lesson  9.    What  Happened  to  the  Girl 
at  the  Well. 

Tell  the  class  members  to  ask  their  fathers 
or  mothers  how  a  Latter-day  Saint  gets 
married;  also  how  one  marries  in  other 
churches,  and  how  outside  of  a  church.  This 
will  give  you  a  point  of  contact. 

Get  Your  Objective  Now 

Already,  of  course,  you  have  formulated 
your  objective.  What  is  it?  Can  you  get 
any  other  than  this:  To  learn  something 
about  Isaac,  the  son  of  Abraham  and  the 
father  of  Jacob,  who  was  a  very  good  man? 
Or  this:  To  learn  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
women  in  the  world?  There  is  no  particular 
truth  to  get  out  of  this  lesson — unless  it  is 
that  one  ought  to  marry  in  one's  own  set  and 
faith,  which  might  be  above  the  heads  of 
the  class. 

The  lesson  proceeds  along  the  following 
lines  in  the  Quarterly: 

1.  Abraham's  anxiety  about  Isaac's  mar- 
riage. 


2.  The  Servant's  journey  to  the  home  land. 

3.  His  meeting  with  Rebecca. 

4.  Rebecca's  family. 

5.  Rebecca's  first  sight  of  Isaac. 

These  topics  should  be  given  by  members 
of  the  class,  so  as  to  bring  about  as  much 
individual  activity  as  possible. 

This  Will  Help  You  Follow  the 
Thought 

A  careful  study  of  the  chapter  in  which 
this  marriage  incident  occurs  will  reveal  the 
following  points:  (1)  That  Abraham  was 
anxious  for  his  son  to  marry;  (2)  that  he 
was  anxious  for  him  to  marry  one  of  his 
own  people;  (3)  that  it  was  Abraham, 
through  his  faithful  servant,  who  did  the 
choosing  of  Isaac's  wife,  not  Isaac,  as  with 
us;  (4)  that  Isaac  and  Rebecca  did  not 
even  see  each  other  till  after  it  was  decided 
they  should  marry;  (5)  that  the  bride-to-be 
veiled  her  face  when  her  bridegroom-to-be 
approached.  These  customs  may  be  con- 
trasted with  those  that  prevail  in  whatever 
country  this  lesson  is  discussed.  The  dis- 
cussion will  be  all  the  more  interesting  if  you 
have  made  the  point  of  contact  suggested 
at  the  beginning  of  this  lesson,  both  in  the 
Quarterly  and  in  The  Instructor. 

A  new  memory  gem  is  taken  up  this  month. 
It  is  this:  "So  shall  my  righteousness  answer 
for  me  in  time  to  come."   (Genesis  30:33.) 

Have  you  made  your  assignments  for  the 
next  lesson?  Read  it  now,  so  that  you  may 
do  so. 

Readings:  A  good  reading  for  one  of  your 
pupils  to  give  in  the  class  is  this:  Genesis 
24:15-28.  The  material  from  which  the 
lesson  was  built  up  in  the  Quarterly  may  be 
found  in  Genesis,  chapter  24. 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 

Lesson   10.     The  Man   Who   Wrestled 
With  an  Angel. 

1.  Objective:  To  show  that,  despite  our 
many  weaknesses,  we  may  keep  close  to  God, 
and  thus  have  our  lives  guided  by  his  wisdom 
and  power. 

Jacob  had  a  varied,  almost  exciting  life.  He 
was  wise  in  his  time,  a  shrewd  business  man. 
He  knew  how  to  increase  his  property,  and 
to  keep  it  when  it  was  made.  He  was  an 
essentially  good  man.  He  had  great  faith 
in  God,  and  always  sought  to  do  his  will. 
The  Bible  tells  us  of  some  of  God's  mani- 
festations to  him.  In  Jacob's  old  age  espe- 
cially he  shows  his  faith.  This  is  why  he 
was  chosen  by  the  Lord  for  a  great  work. 

2.  Point  of  Contact:  What  was  the  memory 
gem  we  had  not  long  ago  about  the  Spirit 
of  God  not  always  striving  with  man?  Who 
will   give   it   correctly?   Just   why   will   the 


January,  1936 


OLD  TESTAMENT 


33 


Spirit  not  "strive"  with  man  sometimes? 
How  must  we  live,  what  must  we  do,  in 
order  to  have  the  Spirit  with  us  always? 
What  does  the  Spirit  do  for  us? 

Now,  today,  we  are  to  learn  about  a  man 
that  had  the  Spirit  of  God  with  him. 

3.  Outline:  Following  is  the  line  of  thought 
in  the  lesson  as  it  is  treated  in  the  Quarterly: 

I.  The  twin  brothers. 

a.  Jacob. 

b.  Esau. 

II.  Events  in  the  life  of  Jacob. 

a.  His  marriage. 

b.  A  blessing  from  his  father. 

c.  His  dream. 

d.  His  wrestle  with  an  angel. 
III.  Jacob's  posterity. 

4.  Readings:  The  following  passage  may 
serve  as  a  reading  in  the  class  by  one  of 
the  pupils:  Genesis  28:10-15.  In  addition, 
all  the  class  should  be  required  to  read  the 
Quarterly.  Make  your  assignments  now  for 
the  lesson  to  be  given  next  Sunday. 

Your  own  reading,  besides  the  Quarterly, 
should  cover  the  matter  from  which  the 
Quarterly  was  prepared — Genesis,  chapters 
28,  29.  One  of  the  things  that  you  could 
do  in  the  preparation  of  this  lesson  is  to 
make  a  list  of  the  things  in  the  text  that  are 
different  in  any  way  from  those  that  are 
characteristic  of  our  times — for  example,  the 
manner  of  choosing  a  wife. 

5.  Memory  Gem:  "So  shall  my  righteous- 
ness answer  for  me  in  time  to  come."  (Gen- 
esis 30:33.) 

This  thought  is  particularly  appropriate 
for  this  lesson.  It  may  be  used  as  a  crystal- 
ization  of  the  matter  presented  today.  What 
is  righteousness,  in  specific  terms?  That  is, 
what  particular  acts  may  be  considered  right- 
eous?  The    word    "righteous"    means    con- 


formable to  right  or  truth.  It  is  a  favorite 
word  with  the  prophets  Their  standard  of 
what  is  right  or  just  was  that  set  up  by  the 
Lord. 

6.  Application:  Ask  your  pupils  during 
the  coming  week  to  pick  out  one  of  their 
worst  faults  and  try  to  correct  it  according 
to  the  idea  of  righteousness — the  standard 
of  the  gospel.  It  may  be  that  you  can  help 
them  to  make  such  a  selection,  without,  of 
course,  making  it  personal.  Name  some  of 
the  common  things  in  which  the  class  may 
improve. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 

Key  to  the  Review 

1.  Adam. 

2.  Eve. 

3.  Garden  of  Eden. 

4.  Fall. 

5.  Cain. 

6.  Abel. 

7.  Farmer. 

8.  Shepherd. 

9.  Noah. 

10.  Flood. 

11.  Wicked. 

12.  Tower. 

13.  Flood. 

14.  Language. 

15.  Jared. 

16.  Moriancumr. 

17.  America. 

18.  Abraham. 

19.  Isaac. 

20.  Servants. 

21.  Jacob. 

22.  Israel. 

23.  Israelites. 


LUCK  VS.  PLUCK 

By  Ezra  J.  Poulsen 

Spell  luck  with  a  capital  P,  and  force  the  sun  to  shine  all  the  way  down 
the  street.  Everyone  should  know  that  Luck  is  a  catchword  while  PLUCK 
is  a  watchword. 

PLUCK  is  the  go-after-it  spirit  which  produces  the  pioneer,  the 
student,  the  man  of  affairs.  On  the  highway  of  life  we  find  Pluck  asso- 
ciating with  the  brave  and  the  strong,  while  Luck  slinks  off  into  the  by- 
roads, seeking  his  twin-brother,  Alibi. 

Luck  trys  vainly  to  make  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  those  responsible  for 
humanity's  lost  motion.  After  waste  comes  the  appeal  to  luck — the  mad 
rush  to  the  glittering  wheel  of  chance. 

He  who  would  promote  justice  and  righteousness,  as  well  as  the 
development  of  self,  should  follow  PLUCK. 
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CONCERT  RECITATION  FOR  MARCH 
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LESSONS  FOR  MARCH,  1936 

First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 

Lesson  8.     The  Lord  Provides  Helpers. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  8. 

Supplementary  References:  Roberts,  New 
Witness  /or  God,  Vol.  II,  pp.  69-93;  Cannon, 
Joseph  Smith,  Chap.  8;  Roberts,  A  Compre- 
hensive History  of  the  Church,  pp.  98-109; 
Anderson,  A  Young  Folks'  History  of  the 
Church,  p.  21;  Talmage,  Articles  of  Faith, 
pp.  273-274;  Smith,  Essentials  in  Church 
History,  pp.  61-64. 

Objective:  To  show  that  the  Lord  provides 
the  necessary  assistance  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  His  work. 

Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Joseph  leaves  Manchester. 

a.  Need  to  move  from  mobs. 

b.  Martin  Harris  aids. 
II.  Translation  begins. 

a.  Missions  of  Martin  Harris. 

1.  Prof.  Anthon. 

2.  Dr.  Mitchell. 

b.  Martin  Harris  convinced  of  truth. 

1.  Reports    to  Joseph   of  results  of 
visits. 

2.  Arranges  personal  affairs. 

c.  Martin  Harris  becomes  scribe. 

1.  Bore  all  of  his  expenses. 

2.  Manner  of  translation. 

(a)  Joseph  dictated  while  Martin 
wrote. 

(b)  Demand  for  humility. 

(c)  Joseph's  need  to  exercise 
great  mental  and  spiritual 
energy. 

Lesson  enrichment: 

The  pupils  could  still  be  making  their 
books  to  represent  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
In  this  lesson,  there  is  need  to  make  the 
pupils  realize  the  hours  of  faithful  and  diffi- 
cult labor  required  of  both  Martin  Harris 
and  the  Prophet  to  translate  the  work.  There 
were  no  such  things  as  shorthand  or  dicta- 
phone machines  which  would  expedite  mat- 
ters.    All  had  to  be  written  painstakingly 


and  exactly  by  hand.  It  might  help  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  hardships  if  you  used 
as  an  exercise  the  dictation  of  certain  parts 
of  the  BooA:  of  Mormon  to  them.  They 
could  then  better  realize  just  how  tired  the 
arms  and  bodies  become  from  the  holding 
of  one  position  for  a  length  of  time. 

Application:  No  matter  how  difficult  a 
righteous  undertaking  may  appear,  the  Lord 
will  help  in  its  accomplishment  if  you  are 
earnest  in  your  attempt 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  9.    The  Lost  Manuscript. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly), 
No.  9. 

Supplementary  References:  Roberts,  A 
Comprehensive  History  of  the  Church,  pp. 
109-115;  Anderson,  A  Young  Folks'  History 
of  the  Church,  pp.  21-22;  Smith,  Essentials 
in  Church  History,  pp.  64-66. 

Objective:  To  teach  that  one  should  not 
set  his  will  against  God's  desire. 

Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Martin  Harris's  request. 

a.  Martin's  aid  to  the  Prophet. 

b.  His  desire  to  help  in  the  translation. 

c.  His  requests. 

1.  Of  Joseph  Smith. 

2.  Of  the  Lord  through  Joseph  Smith. 

d.  Request  granted  with  charge  as  to 
who  might  see  them. 

1.  Martin's  disobedience. 

2.  The  pages  lost. 

II.  Punishment  for  continued  insistence. 

a.  Gold  plates  and  Urim  and  Thummim 
taken. 

b.  Same  work  not  to  be  re-translated. 

Lesson  Enrichment:  You  will  need  to  ex- 
plain at  some  length  what  the  term  "abridg- 
ment" means.  The  word  is  not  in  the  vo- 
cabularies of  pupils  of  this  age  and  therefore 
you  will  have  to  make  clear  by  some  every- 
day examples  which  will  reach  their  under- 
standing.   Most  of  these  pupils  have  had  to 
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give  special  reports  at  school.  In  preparing 
for  this  report,  they  read  a  great  deal  more 
than  they  could  use  in  the  one  or  two  min- 
utes allotted  to  them.  Some  such  explana- 
tion could  be  given  which  would  make  them 
make  the  word  their  own. 

In  this  lesson  it  might  also  be  well  to 
dwell  for  some  time  on  Mormon's  including 
the  two  sets  of  records.  In  connection  with 
this  you  will  wish  to  read  the  words  of 
Mormon  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  pp.  132- 
133.  The  fact  that  Mormon  said:  "I  do  this 
[include  Nephi's  plates]  for  a  wise  purpose; 
for  thus  whispereth  me,  according  to  the 
workings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  which  is 
in  me.  And  now,  I  do  not  know  all  things; 
but  the  Lord  knoweth  all  things  which  are 
to  come;  wherefore,  he  worketh  in  me  to 
do  according  to  this  will." 

This  statement  shows  the  positive  reaction 
to  the  dictation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Lord.  If 
Mormon  had  ignored  the  prompting  or  had 
insisted  that  he  knew  the  reasons  why  this 
set  of  plates  should  be  included,  there  prob- 
ably would  have  been  no  second  set  to  help 
the  latter-day  people  when  they  were  trying 
to  learn  about  the  gospel  as  it  had  existed 
previously  on  the  American  continents. 

Application:  You  should  heed  what  good 
parents  and  those  in  authority  tell  you  is 
right  to  do  and  not  keep  insisting  that  you 
know  better  than  they. 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 

Lesson  10.    The  Translation  Goes  Forward. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly) , 
No.  10. 

Supplementary  References:  Roberts,  A 
Comprehensive  History  of  the  Church,  pp. 
116-133;  Smith,  Essentials  in  Church  History, 
pp.  66-67;  and  70-71;  Anderson,  A  Young 
Folks'  History  of  the  Church,  pp.  22-23; 
Rolapp,  Two  Thousand  Gospel  Quotations, 
599-606;  Roberts,  New  Witness  for  God, 
Vol.  II,  chapter  7. 

Objective:  To  show  that  in  spite  of  handi- 
caps the  work  of  the  Lord  wilt  progress. 
Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Slowness   of   translation   after   Martin 
Harris's  loss  of  manuscript. 

II.  Oliver  Cowdery. 

a.  Becomes  interested   while  in   Smith 
home. 

b.  Visits  Joseph  in  Harmony. 

c.  Decides  to  remain  as  scribe. 

III.  Other  helpers. 

a.  Joseph  Knight. 

b.  Whitmers. 

IV.  Translation  completed. 

a.  Homes  opened  in  Fayette  for  lec- 
tures. 

b.  Wonder  of  the  work. 


Lesson  Enrichment:  There  is  an  excep- 
tional opportunty  to  make  the  pupils  feel 
that  in  doing  the  Lord's  work  they  derive 
great  and  lasting  joy  and  satisfaction.  Today 
there  has  crept  into  the  minds  of  many 
young  people  that  there  is  no  real  reward 
for  doing  the  work  of  God.  They  see 
people  who  have  not  obeyed  who  have 
become  rich  and  powerful.  They  then  argue 
that  there  is  no  virtue  to  be  gained  in  obey- 
ing the  commandments.  Encourage  the  boys 
and  girls  to  ask  questions  about  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  God. 

In  connection  with  this  point  the  using  of 
Oliver  Cowdery 's  statement  will  help,  and 
since  this  lesson  is  on  the  work  which  he 
helped  to  complete,  the  incident  is  apropos: 
"These  were  days  never  to  be  forgotten — 
to  sit  under  the  sound  of  a  voice  dictated 
by  the  inspiration  of  heaven,  awakened  the 
utmost  gratitude  of  this  bosom.  Day  after 
day  I  continued  uninterrupted  to  write  from 
his  mouth,  as  he  translated  with  the  Urim  and 
Thummim."  Oliver  did  not  get  any  great 
wealth  or  honor  even  for  the  work  he  did 
and  it  was  hard  work  also.  He  states:  "I 
wrote  with  my  own  pen  the  entire  Book  of 
Mormon  (save  a  few  pages),  as  it  fell  from 
the  lips  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  as  he 
translated  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God,  by 
the  means  of  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  or,  as 
they  are  called  by  that  book,  'Holy  Inter- 
preters.' " 

Application:  You  pupils  should  learn  what 
satisfaction  comes  from  doing  the  Lord's 
work. 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 

Lesson  11.    A  Priceless  Record. 

Text:  Sunday  School  Lessons  (quarterly). 
No.  11. 

Supplementary  References:  Rolapp,  Two 
Thousand  Gospel  Quotations,  606-613;  An- 
derson, A  Young  Folks'  History  of  the 
Church,  pp.  23-28;  Roberts,  Outline  of  Ec- 
clesiastical History,  pp.  286-293;  Roberts, 
New  Witness  for  God,  Vol.  Ill;  Talmage, 
Articles  of  Faith  pp.  264-275;  Widtsoe, 
The  Restoration  of  the  Gospel,  pp.  49-52; 
Anderson,  The  Present  Time  and  Prophecy, 
pp.  268-276;  Roberts,  A  Comprehensive  His- 
tory of  the  Church,  pp.  167-176. 

Objective:  To  show  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  Book  of  Mormon  revealed  in  these 
latter-days. 

Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Convenience  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
II.  Records  of  three  peoples. 

a.  Jaredites    about    2000    years   before 
Christ. 

b.  Nephites   about   600   years   before 
Christ. 
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c.  Mulekites  who  came  shortly  after  the 
Nephites. 

d.  Their  fates. 

III.  Book  oi  Mormon  being  proved  by  ex- 
plorations. 

Lesson  Enrichment:  Encourage  the  pupils 
to  discover  for  themselves  concerning  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  There 
is  no  need  to  fear  that  the  book  will  fail. 
Try  to  get  them  interested  now  so  that  they 
will  begin  to  question  some  of  the  things 
which  are  commonly  hurled  against  the 
truthfulness  of  the  book.  The  use  of  horses 
and  iron,  it  has  been  stated,  was  unknown  to 
the  ancients  who  were  on  the  American 
continent.  Nowadays  discoveries  are  tend- 
ing to  prove  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
right  in  its  statements  concerning  the  use  of 
both  horses  and  iron.  Some  time  ago  the 
statements  concerning  the  time  element  were 
questioned.  But  when  the  difference  in  time 
between  that  in  Palestine  and  that  in  America 
is  considered,  the  truthfulness  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  again  vindicated:  the  time 
in  the  Bible  and  that  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
are  found  to  coincide. 

The  recorded  prophecies  concerning  the 
Jews  is  now  being  literally  fulfilled.  The 
pupils  could  have  pointed  out  to  them  what 
is  happening  in  Jerusalem  and  be  encouraged 
to  watch  for  further  developments.  Excerpts 
from  the  announcement  made  by  a  well- 
known  Jew  which  is  found  in  its  entirety 
in  Anderson's  Present  Time  and  Prophecy 
might  be  used: 

"I,  Gyrus  Leach,  a  Jew  of  pure  extraction, 
writes,  testifying  to  the  great  light  given 
me  by  the  British-Israel  Truth,  and  how 
through  this  wonderful  key  to  the  Bible,  I 
came  to  the  belief  that  Jesus  Christ  is  of 
truth  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  of 
Israel.  .  .  . 

"I  remember  asking  my  father:  'If  the 
Jews  are  God's  chosen  people,  why  is  such 
a  wonderful  Empire,  carrying  Justice  to  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth,  given  to  a  Gen- 
tile people,  who  are  doing  the  very  work 
the  Jews  should  be  doing?'  I  was  told  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Jews  as  a  perse- 
cuted race  to  do  this  work;  but  I  thought  that 
if  God  had  said  it  would  be  Israel's  work,  He 
would  take  care  to  see  that  His  people  would 
be  in  a  position  to  fulfill  His  words. 

"Mr.  David  Muir  now  appeared  on  my 
troubled  horizon,  and  in  a  short  time  we 
began  chatting  about  various  religious  topics. 
.  .  .  One  day  Mr.  Muir  lent  me  a  book 
setting  out  what  appeared  to  me  at  that  time 
a  preposterous  idea,  that  the  Saxon  race  is 
the  continuation  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  of 
Israel.  ...  I  laughted  at  the  notion  that  .  .  . 
this  people  could  be  the  seed  of  Abraham. 

"For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  began  a 
most  careful  search  of  the  word  of  God — 


the  acid  test  of  all  religious  movements — to 
see  if  there  was  any  truth  to  this  astounding 
assertion.  To  my  intense  surprise,  I  found 
that  prophecy  after  prophecy  had  material- 
ized and  was  in  the  process  of  materializing 
in  the  Saxon  people.  .  . 

"From  bovhood  upwards  I  had  been  taught 
to  regard  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  with 
contempt,  as  a  false  teacher,  and  many  other 
epithets — sometimes,  I  regret  to  say,  of  a 
blasphemous  nature.  I  found  it  a  hard  strug- 
gle even  to  listen  to  His  name;  but  once 
more  I  went  back  to  the  Bible,  as  I  had 
been  taught  by  British-Israel  Truth,  and 
faced  the  issue  honestly.  I  already  knew 
that  the  greater  part  of  Israel  knew  Christ 
as  the  Redeemer  of  Israel  and  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  but  what  brought  the  truth 
home  to  me  with  overwhelming  force  was 
the  amazing  fact  that  all  the  glorious  promises 
in  the  Old  Testament  regarding  the  Messiah 
were  literally  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christ.  Pas- 
sages in  Isaiah  were  a  great  help  to  me:  'A 
virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son  and  call 
His  name  Immanuel,  and  He  shall  be  called 
Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the  Almighty  God, 
the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace." 

Application:  The  pupils  now  have  the  key 
to  the  truth  by  which  they  can  discover 
for  themselves  by  work  and  by  prayer  the 
truthfulness  of  this  great  book. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 

Lesson  12.     Lesson  Tie-up. 

Supplementary  references  are  all  of  those 
made  in  the  previous  lessons  and  which  you 
will  want  to  review  for  re-emphasizing  of 
important  features  in  this  quarter's  work. 

Lesson  Tie-Up 

In  this  lesson  the  teacher  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  going  over  the  lessons  and  glean- 
ing from  them  the  nuggets  of  thought  which 
are  to  be  re-emphasized  in  the  minds  of 
the  pupils.  The  desire  is  .not  to  rehash  what 
has  been  said  in  previous  lessons  but  rather 
to  give  the  hitching  posts,  as  Dr.  Bennion 
would  call  them,  around  which  Church  his- 
tory pupils  may  group  those  essential  facts 
which  they  need  to  remember. 

The  following  method  is  merely  a  sug- 
gestive one.  If  it  is  decided  upon  then  the 
teacher  will  need  to  follow  up  to  be  sure  that 
the  preparation  is  done.  This  lesson  could 
be  given  entirely  by  the  pupils  under  teacher 
direction. 

The  list  of  topics  and  questions  following 
may  be  assigned  to  the  pupils  in  the  class  for 
them  to  give  as  special  topics.  The  teacher 
can  encourage  those  especially  assigned  to 
bring  maps,  pictures,  or  any  other  objects 
of  interest  which  will  serve   to  emphasize 
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their  topics.  The  teacher  will  have  to  check 
those  pictures  used,  to  see  that  nothing  is 
introduced  which  will  disrupt  the  class  or 
tend  to  dissipate  the  force  of  the  topic  given. 

Suggested  topics: 

1.  Early  methods  of  travel.  Pictures  could 
very  well  be  introduced  in  this  topic. 

2.  Joseph  Smith's  family.  In  this  lesson 
those  pictures  available  could  be  used  to 
good  advantage.  The  idea  of  family  unity 
could  be  very  well  introduced  in  this  lesson. 

3.  The  number  and  purpose  of  the  visions. 
Pictures  illustrating  these  visions  might  be 
shown  to  the  pupils  in  this  topic.  The  teach- 
er should  supervise  this  topic  carefully  to 


place  the  emphasis  on  the  point  that  there  is 
such  a  fact  as  revelation. 

4.  Description  of  the  plates.  If  your  class 
has  made  the  book  in  similitude  o>f  the  orig- 
inal plates  from  which  Joseph  Smith  trans- 
lated the  sacred  records,  this  could  be  used 
in  this  assignment. 

5.  The  witnesses.  Both  the  three  and  the 
eight  witnesses  should  be  treated  in  this 
topic.  Pictures  of  these  men  would  prove 
interesting. 

6.  How  the  priesthood  was  restored.  Here 
the  teacher  will  be  careful  to  prepare  the 
background  for  the  reasons  why  John  the 
Baptist,  Peter,  James,  and  John  should  have 
been  the  ones  sent. 


CATHOLIC,  PROTESTANT  AND  JEWISH  COMMUNICANTS 

The  "Yearbook  of  American  Churches"  for  1935  reports  for  1933  a  gross  membership 
for  Roman  Catholics  of  20,199,594;  for  Polish  National,  99,500;  for  Eastern  Orthodox,  Greek, 
Russian,  Serbian  and  Holy  Eastern  Orthodox,  854,000;  for  Eastern  Separated,  Armenian, 
116,187.  The  gross  membership  of  Jewish  congregations  is  reported  as  4,081,242.  Forty- 
two  Christian  bodies  are  listed  with  a  gross  membership  of  33,957,301.  All  other  .bodies 
unlisted,  are  credited  with  a  gross  membership  of  1,505,049.  This  makes  the  gross  member- 
ship of  all  religious  bodies  60,812,874. 


New  Testament 

{Continued  from  page  30) 


IV.  It  is  true  that  we  see  and  understand 
but  imperfectly;  we  are  subject  to  all  the 
ills  and  evils  of  the  flesh.  But  Jesus  has 
pointed  out  the  way.  He  has  told  us  how 
we  can  have  the  spirit  of  God  to  guide  us 
through  temptation  and  discouragement.  Per- 
haps we  cannot  soon  become  perfect,  as  He 
asked  us  to  be;  but  we  are  endowed  with 
the  divine  gifts  of  speech,  of  understanding 
and  comprehension,  and  we  can  go  forward, 
however  slowly,  from  day  to  day,  justifying 
God's  confidence  in  us,  His  children,  for 
whom  He  has  created  this  earth  and  estab- 
lished the  plan  of  redemption. 


Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 

Review  Answers. 

A.  1,  true;  2,  true;  3,  false;  4,  false;  5, 
true;  6,  false;  7,  false;  8,  true;  9,  false;  10, 
true. 

B.  1,  Samaria;  2,  Sychar;  3,  the  high  priest; 

4,  the  Holy  Ghost;  5,  the  Brother  of  Jared, 

C.  1  and  7,  2  and  4,  3  and  5,  4  and  3, 

5  and  6,  6  and  2,  7  and  8,  8  and  1. 

D.  Give  full  credit  to  every  serious,  worthy 
response  to  these  questions. 


Gospel  Doctrine 

{Continued  from  page  17) 


throughout.  While  I  have  only  touched  the 
surface  of  this  rich  vein  of  truth,  I  venture 
to  think  that  I  have  discovered  in  the  teach- 
ings of  the  blustering,  impulsive  fisherman 
of  Galilee  rich  materials  for  a  working  philos- 
ophy of  life  which  are  worthy  of  the  careful 
attention  of  the  most  profound  and  best 
trained  minds  and,  yet,  are  so  simple  that 


the   common   people  will    continue   to  read 
them  with   understanding    and   gladness." — 
From  Perer,  The  Fisherman  Philosopher,  by 
John  M.  Mclnnis,  Harper  and  Brothers,  Pub 
Ushers. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 

Open  Sunday. 
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OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 
For  Children  7,  8  and  9  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:  Frank  K.  Seegmiller, 
Chairman;  Lucy  G.  Sperry,  Delores  Bailey 


Concert  Recitation 
How  Strong  and  sweet  my  Father's  care 
That  round  about  me  like  the  air 
Is  with  me  always,  everywhere; 
He  cares  for  me. 


LESSONS  FOR  MARCH,  1936 
First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 
Lesson  7.    The  Widow's  Oil. 

Text:  //  Kings  4:1-8. 

Objective:  God  blesses  His  faithful,  needy 
children. 

Songs:  "His  Little  Ones'—Kindergarten 
and  Primary  Songs — Thomassen.  "Father 
of  All"— Song  Stories,  Patty  Hill. 

Pictures:  Standard  pictures  No.  460. 

Point  of  Contact:  Bring  to  class  several 
bottles  or  containers  of  equal  content.  Have 
one  filled  with  water  and  invite  some  child 
in  the  group  to  fill  all  of  the  other  containers 
with  what  is  in  the  one.  The  children  will 
soon  grasp  the  impossibility  of  such  a  thing. 
I  am  going  to  tell  you  how  God  made  it 
possible  to  fill  many,  many  containers  from 
the  contents  of  one. 

Application:  How  did  Elisha  show  his 
faith  in  God?  Why  did  the  Lord  bless  the 
poor  widow? 

I  know  of  a  poor  widow  who  had  some- 
thing somewhat  like  this  happen  to  her.  She 
was  very  poor  and  had,  oh,  so  little  food 
in  the  house.  She  had  three  children  to  feed 
and  day  after  day  she  would  expect  their 
food  would  be  gone  and  that  they  would 
go  hungry.  But  each  day  as  this  little 
family  would  say  their  prayers  and  bless 
their  little  bit  of  food,  it  seemed  that  they 
would  have  more.  Food  would  come  to 
them  from  places  they  would  never  expect. 
Once  she  found  a  case  of  canned  food  in 
the  cellar  that  she  never  dreamed  of  having. 

Why  do  you  think  this  woman  was  so 
blessed?  If  we  should  need  anything  very 
badly  whom  could  we  ask  for  it? 

Study  of  Lesson  Material. 

References:  Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible, 
pp.  387-392;  Primary  Sunday  School  Lessons 
— 1933 — Lesson  49;  Dalby's  Land  and  Lead- 
ers of  Israel. 

In  this  story  Elisha  is  shown  as  the  friend 
of  man.  Indeed  nearly  all  the  stories  told 
about  him  are  stories  in  which  he  is  shown 
as    going   about   doing    good   to   man.      If 


teachers  need  a  parallel  story  to  enrich  this 
one,  a  very  fine  one  is  the  story  of  the  "Im- 
pure Water"  found  in  II  Kings  2:19-22.  In 
this  story  just  after  Elisha  parts  with  Elijah 
he  went  back  to  Jericho.  The  people  there 
had  a  beautiful  place  for  a  city.  But  the 
water  of  its  spring  was  so  full  of  impure 
substances,  probably  alkaline  matters,  that  it 
was  hard  for  them  to  live  there.  They  ap- 
pealed to  Elijah  who  took  salt  from  a  new 
shaker  and  shook  it  into  the  waters.  From 
that  time  the  waters  were  made  pure. 

The  story  of  today's  lesson  is  told  of  a 
needy  widow.  Her  husband  had  been  a 
true  servant  of  God.  He  belonged  to  the 
sons  of  the  prophets.  These  were  young 
men  who  followed  some  great  prophet  like 
Elijah,  studied  under  him  and  became  later 
on  the  religious  teachers  of  the  people.  One 
of  these  died  leaving  a  wife  and  two  sons. 
One  unfortunate  thing  about  his  passing  was 
that  at  his  death  he  left  unpaid  debts.  In 
Israel  there  were  severe  laws  against  debtors. 
The  children  of  dead  debtors  could  be  sold 
into  slavery  to  pay  their  parents  debts. 

In  this  story  the  creditor  actually  came 
to  enslave  the  widowed  mother's  two  sons. 
Knowing  Elisha's  great  power  as  well  as 
his  great  love  for  his  fellow  men,  she  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  help  her.  What  a  picture 
of  poverty  in  that  humble  home!  He  first 
tested  her  honesty  by  asking  her  what  she 
had  in  the  house  wherewith  she  might  pay 
the  debt.    She  had  nothing  but  a  pot  of  oil. 

Now  that  Elisha  knew  how  great  was  the 
widow's  poverty  and  how  honest  she  was, 
he  decided  to  use  the  higher  power  that 
a  prophet  holds  to  help  her.  So  he  told 
her  just  what  to  do.  She  was  to  borrow 
many  large  jars  or  pots  from  her  neighbors. 
Then  she  was  to  take  all  the  jars  into  a 
quiet  room  where  no  outsiders  could  peek 
in.  The  two  boys  were  also  to  be  there  with 
her.  Why  this  quiet,  this  secrecy?  No 
doubt  she  prayed  sincerely  to  God  to  save 
her  boys. 

Then  she  poured  oil  from  her  own  vessel 
into  all  the  borrowed  ones.  One  by  one 
each  became  full.  When  they  were  all  full 
the  oil  ceased  coming  for  God  does  not 
believe  in  waste. 

In  her  joy  she  went  to  Elisha  and  told  him 
all.  He  told  her  to  sell  the  oil  and  pay  the 
debt.    After  she  did  so  there  was  still  money 
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left   with   which    to   buy    the   things   they 

needed  to  live  on. 

Suggestive  Content  Outline: 

I.  Elisha,  a  Great  Friend  of  Man. 

II.  The  Widow's  Plight. 

a.  Her  husband  a  son  of  the  prophets. 

b.  Her  husband  dies  leaving  debts  un- 
paid. 

c.  Her  two  sons  to  be  sold. 

III.  Elisha  and  God  help  her. 

a.  The  borrowed  pots. 

b.  The  quiet  room. 

c.  God  fills  the  pots. 

IV.  The  Oil  Sold. 

a.  The  debts  paid. 

b.  Money  left  over  to  live  on. 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  8.    A  Rich  Woman  Helps  a  Prophet. 

Text:  //  Kings  4:8-18. 

Objective:  Great  Blessings  come  to  those 
who  do  good  ("It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive"). 

Memory  Gem: 

Teacher,  make  us  pure  and  holy, 
Teach  us  to  be  good, 

Show  us  how  to  love  each  other. 
Each  day  as  we  should. 

Songs:  "Let's  Be  Kind  to  One  Another" — 
D.  S.  Song  Book. 

Pictures:  Standard  Pictures  No.  455. 

Points  of  Contact:  One  day  last  week 
an  old  gentleman  was  going  from  door  to 
door  selling  brushes.  It  was  interesting  to 
watch  the  way  he  was  treated  as  he  rang 
each  door  bell.  Some  people  were  very 
kind  to  him  and  took  just  a  moment  of  their 
time  to  answer  whether  they  wanted  brushes 
or  not.  Then  all  of  a  sudden  a  door  was 
heard  to  bang,  and  someone  had  slammed 
it  in  his  face.  It  doesn't  take  any  more  time 
and  not  nearly  so  much  effort  to  be  kind. 
Many  people  come  to  our  door  each  day,  and 
we  never  know  who  they  might  be.  Some- 
times they  are  people  we  want  to  invite 
into  our  home  just  as  the  woman  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  of  today. 

Application:  Sometimes  when  mother  goes 
away  and  lets  us  be  the  "little  mother"  in 
our  homes  what  are  some  of  the  things  we 
are  supposed  to  do  while  she  is  gone? 

Who  is  supposed  to  do  what  we  tell  them? 
Why?  In  this  case  "little  mother"  is  acting 
for  the  real  mother.  When  Elisha  was  here 
on  the  earth  for  whom  did  he  act?  When 
he  blessed  anyone  he  blessed  him  for  the 
Lord,  our  Father.  So  when  he  promised 
the  woman  of  Shunem  a  little  son,  what  was 
sure  to  happen? 

When  one  is  kind  to  a  prophet  of  God  how 
do   you   suppose   the   Lord    feels  about   it? 

"Who  of  our  Church  folks  come  to  visit 
us?  (Bishop,  ward  teachers,  Relief  Society 
teachers,  etc.)  Just  how  can  we  be  kind  to 
them?  (We  may  show  respect  to  the  Relief 


Society  teachers  when  they  call.  We  may 
share  our  pennies  with  them  for  the  poor. 
Our  Sunday  School  teachers  and  Primary 
teachers  may  expect  us  to  keep  in  good 
order  when  we  come  to  their  classes.) 

References:  Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible, 
pp.  392-393;  Primary  Sunday  School  Lessons, 
1933,  Lesson  No.  50;  Dalby's  Land  and 
Leaders  of  Israel. 

Study  of  Lesson  Material:  There  is  no 
lesson  in  the  Bible  that  shows  better  than 
this  story  that  however  much  man  may  do, 
God  will  see  to  it  that  he  is  more  than  repaid 
for  every  good  act  of  his  life.  Elisha  is 
represented  as  going  about  in  Israel,  con- 
stantly helping  others  and  in  turn  constantly 
being  helped  by  them.  In  this  story  he  often 
travels  through  a  little  town  called  Shunem. 
It  is  a  lovely  village  on  the  side  of  a  moun- 
tain. Every  morning  when  the  sun  rose, 
the  people  in  it  could  look  down  on  a  lovely 
green  valley  where  were  their  small  farms. 

In  the  village  lived  a  rich  old  farmer. 
He  and  his  younger  wife  had  worked  hard 
and  had  saved  money.  But  they  had  no 
children.  Often  as  Elisha  passed  through 
this  village  accompanied  by  his  servant, 
Gehazi,  he  stopped  at  the  rich  lady's  house 
for  one  day,  probably  the  very  first  time 
he  went  that  way  this  good  woman  had 
invited  him  in  to  eat  with  her.  At  last  it 
became  his  custom  never  to  go  through 
Shunem  without  stopping  at  her  house. 

She  thought  so  much  of  this  holy  prophet 
that  she  and  her  husband  decided  to  make 
a  little  room  for  him  on  the  roof  of  their 
house.  In  it  she  placed  very  simple  fur- 
niture, the  kind  they  always  used  in  Pales- 
tine— a  bed,  a  table,  a  seat  and  a  light  and 
here  Elisha  could  always  find  a  quiet,  peace- 
ful place  of  rest  after  his  long  journey 
among  the  people. 

Of  course  the  prophet  wanted  to  help  her 
for  all  this  kindness.  One  day  as  he  lay  in 
the  little  room,  very  tired,  he  was  thinking 
of  the  lady.  Was  there  anything  he  could 
do  for  her?  Would  she  not  like  to  live  in  the 
great  city  near  the  king's  palace?  She  was 
rich  and  could  enjoy  her  wealth.  Then,  too, 
Elisha  could  speak  to  the  king  about  her  and 
the  king  would  see  that  she  had  good  friends 
and  perhaps  invitations  to  attend  the  great 
parties,  but  she  didn't  care  for  that.  She 
loved  her  own  little  home  and  the  people  of 
the  town.  So  she  preferred  to  stay  where  she 
was. 

There  was  one  blessing  she  would  like. 
When  Gehazi  told  Elisha  that  she  had  no 

In  what  way  was  she  kind  to  Elisha? 
son,  he  had  his  servant  call  her.  As  she 
stood  in  his  little  doorway,  the  good  prophet 
told  her  something  too  good  to  believe.  It 
was  that  the  Lord  would  give  her  a  son,  a 
child  all  her  own.  She  was  old.  It  seemed 
to  her  that  the  prophet  must  be  mistaken. 
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But  he  was  not.     Within  a  year  the  Lord 
sent  a  beautiful  boy  child  to  their  home. 
Suggestive  Content  Outline: 
I.  Elisha's  Goodness  to  the  People. 

a.  Travels  far  and  near  to  teach  them. 

b.  Passes  one  day  through  Shunem. 
II.  The  Rich  Lady's  kindness  to  Elisha. 

a.  Invites  him  to  dine  with  her. 

b.  Prepares  a  room  for  him. 

III.  Elisha's  kindness  to  the  rich  woman. 

a.  Suggests  that  she  live  near  the  king. 

b.  Promises  her  a  son. 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 

Lesson  9.  Elisha  Raises  the  Rich  Woman's 
Son. 

Text:  II  Kings  4:19-37. 
Objective:   Great  blessings  come  to  those 
who  do  good. 
Memory  Gem: 

We,   Thy   little   children,    Lord, 

Put  our  trust  in  Thee, 
Knowing  that  our  faithfulness 
Will  rewarded  be. 

Songs:  "If  You  Have  Faith"— Kinder* 
garten  and  Primary  Songs — Thomassen. 

Picture:    Standard  Pictures  No.  466. 

Points  of  Contact:  A  week  or  so  ago  we 
said  we  were  going  to  watch  to  see  if  we 
could  decide  which  man  was  the  greater  of  the 
two,  Elijah  or  Elisha.  Sometimes  it  seems  they 
were  as  much  alike  as  their  names  which  are 
very  much  alike.  One  does  just  as  great  things 
as  the  other.  Let  us  name  some  of  the 
things  Elijah  did.  Now  Elisha.  One  of  the 
greatest  things  Elijah  did  was  to  make  the 
widow's  son  live  again,  and  today  we  have 
Elisha  doing  the  very  same  thing. 

Application:  After  the  woman's  only  son 
had  died,  why  did  she  say  to  her  husband, 
"It  shall  be  well"?  What  made  her  so  sure 
of  God's  help?  She  knew  that  she  had 
served  Him  well  and  if  it  were  God's  will 
her  little  boy  would  be  restored  to  her.  Is 
it  possible  for  little  children  to  have  faith 
as  the  woman  had?  How  can  they  show  it? 

I  know  of  a  little  girl  who  had  this  kind 
of  Faith.  One  day  Helen  came  home  from 
school  very  sick.  Her  mother  doctored  her 
and  put  her  to  bed,  but  by  night  Helen  was 
just  covered  with  a  nasty  red  rash.  Her 
mother  thought  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  was 
ready  to  send  for  the  doctor,  but  Helen  said, 
"No,  Mother,  send  for  the  Bishop  to  ad- 
minister to  me  and  I  will  be  better."  The 
mother  did  as  Helen  asked  and  the  next  morn- 
ing there  wasn't  a  sign  of  the  rash  and 
Helen  felt  perfectly  well.  Have  you  as  much 
faith  as  Helen  had? 

Lesson  Material:  References:  Hurlbut's 
Story  o{  the  Bible,  pp.  393-394;  Primary  Sun- 
day School  Lessons,  1933 — Lesson  51;  Dalby, 
Land  and  Leaders  of  Israel. 

In  this  story  teachers  should  stress  the  fact 


that  often  we  need  what  man  cannot  possibly 
give.  The  good  rich  woman  was  given  her 
son.  He  grew  to  be  a  large,  fine  boy.  He 
was  the  joy  of  their  home.  He  did  all  the 
things  that  boys  like  to  do,  played  in  the 
yard,  climbed  fences  and  ran  upstairs,  and  at 
last  became  interested  in  the  work  of  his 

So  one  day  he  went  out  into  the  field  to 
his  father  with  the  reapers.  It  was  one  of 
those  dreadfully  hot  days  such  as  they  have 
in  early  summer  in  Palestine  at  the  wheat 
harvest.  He  frisked  about,  watching  every- 
thing, perhaps  trying  to  cut  and  bind  the 
grain  as  did  the  reapers.  Suddenly  his  little 
hands  went  up  to  his  head.  He  cried  out, 
"My  head,  my  head!" 

His  father,  not  realizing  how  serious  the 
boy's  ailment  was,  sent  a  lad  who  could  be 
spared  from  the  necessary  work  to  take  him 
to  his  mother.  She  took  her  only  son  loving- 
ly on  her  knee,  cared  for  him  in  every  way. 
But  that  day  at  noon  he  died,  undoubtedly 
of  sun  stroke.  The  first  thing  she  did  after 
his  death  was  to  lay  him  in  that  quiet  little 
peaceful  room  on  Elisha's  bed.  From  the 
first  her  actions  show  that  she  felt  that  God 
who  gave  could  also  save. 

She  had  her  husband  provide  her  with  a 
donkey  that  she  might  ride  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  Elisha,  who  was  a  number  of 
miles  away  on  Mt.  Carmel,  the  place  where 
Elijah  had  called  down  fire  from  heaven. 
Her  husband  thought  it  queer  that  she  should 
wish  to  be  with  Elisha  on  a  week  day.  She 
was  usually  with  him  at  their  sacred  services 
held  on  the  Sabbath  or  at  the  new  moon. 
Apparently  her  husband  did  not  know  their 
son  was  dead. 

She  knew  where  help  could  be  had  so 
she  had  her  servant  drive  rapidly  to  Mt. 
Carmel.  There  Elisha  saw  her.  He  had 
Gehazi  go  fast  to  meet  her  to  ask  her  if  all 
was  well.  Her  answer  that  all  was  well 
shows  that  she  felt  that  if  Elisha  would 
come  to  his  little  room  where  lay  the  dead 
boy,  all  would  be  well.  Elisha  had  Gehazi 
go  ahead,  for  he  could  travel  faster  than 
the  woman.  But  Gehazi  even  with  Elisha's 
staff  could  not  raise  the  boy  from  the  dead. 
Only  the  great  prophet  had  faith  to  do  that. 

The  way  he  did  it  is  peculiar.  First,  he 
prayed  to  the  Lord.  Then  he  lay  his  own 
warm  frame  upon  the  child's  cold  frame, 
mouth  to  mouth,  eye  to  eye  and  hand  to 
hand.  The  second  time  he  did  this  the  boy's 
spirit  returned  to  the  body  that  was  lifeless, 
and  the  lad  sneezed  seven  times.  Then 
he  had  Gehazi  call  the  glad  mother  who 
bowed  at  Elisha's  feet,  took  up  her  son  and 
went  to  her  own  room. 

Suggestive  Content  Outline: 

I.  The  Mother's  great  love. 

a.  The  son  grows  up. 

b.  He  goes  out  with  the  reapers 

c.  He  dies  of  sunstroke. 
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II.  The  mother's  great  faith. 

a.  She  goes  to  Elisha  at  Mt.  Carmel. 

b.  She  returns  with  Elisha. 
III.  The  son  restored. 

a.  Gehazi  fails. 

b.  Elisha  raises  him. 

c.  Elisha  gives  him  back  to  his  mother. 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 

Lesson  10.    A  Great  Man  Whom  God 

Healed. 

Text:  //  Kings  5:1-19. 

Objective:  Great  blessings  come  through 
following  our  leaders. 

Memory  Gem:  "Now  I  know  that  there 
is  no  God  in  all  the  world,  but  the  God  of 
Israel." — //  Kings  5:15. 

Songs:  "I  Do  Believe,"  June,  1932,  7n- 
structor;  "Obedience,"  Primary  and  Kinder* 
garten  Songs,  Thomassen. 

Pictures:  Standard  Pictures  No.  26. 

Points  of  Contact:  There  is  a  disease  in 
some  parts  of  the  world  that  no  doctor  has 
ever  been  able  to  cure.  This  disease  is  so 
terrible  that  when  people  used  to  get  sick 
from  it  they  were  put  away  from  every  one 
else  and  just  left  to  die.  If  no  doctor  could 
cure  them  do  you  think  it  was  ever  possible 
for  them  to  be  made  well?  How?  Today 
I  am  going  to  tell  you  of  a  very  rich  man 
who  had  leprosy. 

Application:  Has  any  one  ever  been  very 
sick  at  your  home?  Tell  us  about  it.  Did 
you  send  for  the  doctor?  Who  has  a  great 
deal  more  power  than  the  doctors?  No  matter 
how  sick  a  person  is  the  Lord  can  always 
cure  him  if  we  have  faith  enough.  Who 
had  the  most  faith  in  our  story  today?  There 
are  many  times  when  you  boys  and  girls 
have  more  faith  than  your  parents  just  as 
the  little  maid  in  our  story. 

Suppose  our  baby  gets  sick  and  mother 
is  so  worried,  what  can  we  tell  her  to  do? 

Maybe  we  go  to  visit  grandmother  and 
find  her  sick,  whom  could  we  take  to  help  her? 

If  mother  takes  sick,  what  could  we  do? 

Study  of  Lesson  Material: 

References:  Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible," 
pp.  395-399;  Primary  Sunday  School  Lessons, 
1933,  No.  52;  Dalby,  Land  and  Leaders  of 
Israel." 

In  this  lesson  we  have  the  story  of  a  great 
general  who  learned  that  only  in  the  degree 
that  we  follow  the  inspired  directions  of  the 
chosen  servants  of  God  may  we  expect  to 
receive  the  blessings  that  they  promise  us. 

In  Elisha's  day  two  great  countries,  Israel 
and  Syria  were  almost  constantly  at  war 
with  each  other.  During  one  of  these  wars 
a  band  of  plundering  Syrian  soldiers  went 
over  into  the  land  of  Israel  and  took  captive 
a  little  Israelitish  maiden.  As  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  times,  she  was  made  a  slave  and 
taken  far  away  from  home  to  wait  on  a  great 
Syrian  lady.  This  lady  was  the  wife  of 
Naaman,  a  Syrian  general. 


Naaman  was  afflicted  with  the  terrible 
disease  called  leprosy.  Those  who  had  it 
often  saw  their  skin  turn  white,  their  flesh 
fall  from  the  bone,  and  finally  whole  joints 
fall  from  their  bodies.  Of  course,  the  little 
Israelitish  maiden  felt  very  sorry  for  her 
mistress'  husband.  She  had  great  faith  in 
the  Lord  and  His  prophet  and  told  her 
mistress  about  Elisha  saying,  "Would  God 
my  lord  were  with  the  prophet  that  is  in 
Samaria  for  he  would  recover  him  of  his 
leprosy." 

Someone  told  this  to  Naaman.  He  prob- 
ably told  it  to  his  king  who  wrote  a  letter 
for  Naaman  to  the  king  of  Israel.  In  this 
letter  the  king  was  asked  to  heal  Naaman. 
This  was  unfortunate  for  king  Joram  was 
not  a  good  man  and  had  no  such  power. 
The  letter  should  have  asked  this  king  to 
have  Elisha  heal  Naaman.  Of  course,  king 
Joram  thought  the  king  of  Syria  was  playing 
a  trick  on  him  and  was  trying  to  stir  up 
trouble.  He  acted  very  angry.  He  rent  his 
clothes  and  asked  if  the  king  of  Syria  thought 
that  he  had  the  power  of  God  so  he  could 
kill  people  or  make  them  alive  (heal  them). 

Naaman  had  come  a  very  long  way  with 
that  letter.  From  Damascus  where  he  lived 
to  the  city  of  Samaria  is  at  least  a  week's 
journey  by  camel.  Of  course  the  king  would 
have  sent  Naaman  home  without  helping 
him  but  when  Elisha  heard  of  the  incident, 
he  knew  how  disappointed  the  Syrian  gen- 
eral would  be;  so  he  asked  the  king  why  he 
was  angry  and  told  him  to  send  Naaman 
to  him. 

Naaman  came  with  chariots,  clothed  in 
beautiful  robes.  He  must  have  been  aston- 
ished when  the  prophet  wouldn't  even  come 
out  of  his  little  house  to  see  him,  but  sent 
a  messenger  to  tell  him  to  go  and  wash 
himself  seven  times  in  the  Jordan  river.  This 
angered  Naaman.  That  was  a  dirty  river. 
Near  his  home  were  two  clear  rivers,  Abana 
and  Phorpar.  Their  waters  were  nicer  than 
that  of  the  Jordan.  Why  had  he  come  so 
far  suffering  all  the  time  in  the  hot  sunshine  to 
be  told  to  do  that?  At  first  he  would  not  do  it. 

Then  his  servants  told  him  that  if  the 
prophet  had  asked  him  to  do  some  hard 
thing,  he  would  have  done  so.  It  was  easy 
to  do  the  thing  Elisha  had  told  him  to  do. 
Then  he  did  as  the  Lord's  prophet  told  him. 
He  bathed  seven  times  in  the  river.  The 
seventh  time  when  he  looked  at  his  hand  it 
was  not  white,  but  had  skin  on  it  that  was 
pink  and  pretty  as  a  baby's  skin. 

He  was  so  happy  that  he  came  back  to 
Elisha  and  told  him  that  he  knew  now  that 
there  was  only  one  true  God,  the  one  who 
had  healed  him  and  the  one  that  Elisha 
prayed  to.  He  also  wanted  to  give  Elisha 
money  for  healing  him.  But  Elisha  wouldn't 
take  it,  he  had  not  done  it,  but  the  Lord  had. 
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Suggestive  Content  Outline: 
I.  How     Naaman     learned     about     the 
Prophet. 

a.  The  wars  between  Israel  and  Syria. 

b.  The  little  maiden  made  a  slave. 

c.  She     tells     Naaman's     wife     about 
Elisha. 

II.  Naaman  goes  to  Elisha. 

a.  The  king  of  Syria's  letter. 

b.  The  king  of  Israel's  anger. 

c.  Elisha  sends  for  Naaman. 
III.  The  healing  of  Naaman. 

a.  Elisha  tells  him  what  to  do. 

b.  Naaman  at  first  refuses. 

c.  He  does  so  and  is  healed. 

d.  He  believes  God. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 
Lesson  11.    Elisha's  Heavenly  Defenders. 

Text:  //  Kings  6:8-23. 

Objective:  Unseen  higher  powers  protect 
and  bless  those  who  do  right. 

Memory  Gem:  Elisha  said,  "Fear  not,  for 
they  that  be  with  us  are  more  than  they 
that  be  with  them." 

Songs:  "Our  Angels,"  D.  S.  S.  Song 
Book;  "Dearest  Children,  God  is  Near  You," 
D.  S.  S.  Song  Book;  "In  the  Sky  Above  Us," 
Hollis  Dann  Book. 

Pictures:  Standard  Pictures  No.  27. 

Points  of  Contact:  How  many  of  you 
like  to  see  soldiers  with  their  fine  clean  uni- 
forms and  sparkling  guns?  What  color  are 
our  soldiers'  uniforms?  With  what  do  our 
soldiers  today  fight? 

Today  I  am  going  to  tell  you  of  soldiers 
who  lived  before  there  were  any  guns  or 
cannons  to  use.  These  soldiers  used  spears 
and  bows  and  arrows.  They  dressed  in 
bright  colored  uniforms  and  rode  in  chariots. 
(Show  pictures  of  some  of  the  strange  war- 
fare of  ancient  times.) 

Application:  Name  three  ways  in  which 
God  showed  his  power  in  today's  story — 
(giving  Elisha  ability  to  see  all  that  went 
on  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy — giving  the 
servant  power  to  see  the  mountains  full  of 
horses  and  chariots  of  fire  guarding  Elisha 
and  by  closing  the  eyes  of  the  enemy) . 

Do  you  think  God  has  this  much  power 
today?  Name  some  ways  in  which  he  shows 
his  power.  If  we  put  all  our  trust  in  God 
there  is  an  unseen  power  guarding  us.  How 
can  we  prove  to  Heavenly  Father  we  trust 
Him? 

Study  of  Lesson  Material: 

References:  Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible, 
pp.  399,  400;  Primary  Sunday  School  Les~ 
sons,  1933,  Lesson  No.  55. 

If  there  is  one  thought  running  all  through 
this  story  it  is  the  idea  that  there  is  a  wonder- 
ful unseen  world  full  of  living,  powerful 
beings  who  are  on  the  side  of  those  who  have 
earned  blessings  of  the  Lord  through  good, 
faithful  service  here  on  earth. 


Elisha  had  always  been  on  the  Lord's  side. 
He  had  always  been  loyal  to  his  king.  The 
Syrians  had  again  come  against  Israel.  This 
time  they  had  made  their  camp  in  hidden 
places  hoping  that  the  king  might  pass  by 
and  that  they  might  ambush  him  and  take 
him  prisoner.  But  the  plan  did  not  succeed, 
for  Elisha  had  the  power  of  seership  which 
enabled  him  to  see  what  was  going  on  in 
the  camp  of  the  Syrians;  every  move  they 
made  Elisha  saw  and  told  the  king  each 
time  how  to  safeguard  himself.  The  in- 
vaders thought  there  must  be  a  spy  in  their 
camp  who  was  giving  out  information  of 
the  Syrians'  movements  to  king  Jehoram. 

However,  one  day  a  servant  of  the  Syrian 
king  found  out  that  it  was  Elisha  the  Seer 
who  could  hear,  as  it  were,  the  words  spoken 
by  the  king  in  his  bedchamber. 

Elisha  at  the  time  was  in  Dothan,  the 
place  where  Joseph  was  sold  by  his  brothers 
which  lay  a  few  miles  north  of  Samaria,  at 
the  foot  of  Mt.  Carmel.  There  the  enemy 
king  sent  cavalry,  chariots  and  a  large  army 
to  capture  the  prophet.  They  surrounded 
the  hill  on  which  Dothan  stood,  by  night. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  prophet's  servant 
rose  and  saw  the  little  city  completely  sur- 
rounded. Great  was  his  fear,  but  not  so 
with  Elisha.  He  said,  "Fear  not;  for  they 
that  be  with  us  are  more  than  they  that  be 
with  them."  The  servant  soon  realized  what 
that  meant,  for  when  the  prophet  prayed  to 
God  to  open  his  eyes  that  he  might  see,  the 
Lord  did  so.  The  young  man  saw  the  moun- 
tain near  Dothan  full  of  horses  and  chariots 
of  fire  guarding   Elisha. 

Then  in  accordance  with  the  prophet's 
prayer,  the  Lord  smote  the  Syrians  with 
blindness  and  Elisha  led  them  into  the  City 
of  Samaria  where  he  delivered  them  up 
to  the  king  of  Israel  who  would  have  killed 
them  as  enemies.  But  the  merciful  prophet 
forbade  this.  They  were  to  the  great  seer, 
captives  of  the  Lord  and  must  be  treated 
with  mercy.  So  they  were  treated  as  friends 
by  having  a  banquet  set  before  them.  Then 
they  went  first  to  their  king  and  then  to 
their  homes.  And  they  came  no  more  to 
fight  against  Israel. 

Suggestive  Content  Outline: 
I.  The  war  with  Syria. 

a.  The  secret  plan  to  take  the  king  of 
Israel. 

b.  Elisha  reveals  the  secret. 
II.  Elisha's  deliverance. 

a.  The  city  of  Dothan  surrounded. 

b.  The  servant's  fears. 

c.  His  vision  of  the  heavenly  defenders. 

d.  Syrians  smitten  with  blindness. 
III.  Elisha's  treatment  of  his  enemies. 

a.  Leads  them  into  Syria. 

b.  Provides  them  with  food. 

c.  Allows  them  to  return  to  Samaria. 
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CONCERT  RECITATION  AND 
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"Little  knees  should  lowly  bend 
At  the  hour  of  prayer. 
Little  thoughts  to  Heaven  ascend. 
To  our  Father  there." 


First  Sunday,  March  1,  1936 
Lesson  66.    The  Special  Review  Period. 

When  you  review  the  lesson,  "Jesus  The 
Servant  and  the  Master,"  showing  the  picture 
with  which  you  taught,  let  the  children  tell 
you  what  the  picture  says.  Help  them  to 
see  the  humble  spirit  that  Jesus  had.  Though 
He  was  the  greatest  of  all  men,  He  was  so 
humble  as  to  wash  the  soiled  feet  of  His 
friends.  In  those  long  ago  days  the  people 
did  not  wear  hose  and  strong  shoes  to  pro- 
tect their  feet  as  we  do  today.  They  wore 
sandals  only,  and  the  feet  were  not  easily 
kept  clean. 

In  all  of  His  actions  Jesus  was  so  humble 
and  considerate  of  others  that  all  who  met 
Him  felt  happy  in  His  presence. 

The  picture  of  "The  Lord's  Supper"  sug- 
gests the  Sacrament,  why  we  partake  of  it 
and  how. 

Jesus'  prayer  in  "Gethsemane"  was  for 
what  purpose?  When  do  we  call  upon 
God  for  help?  What  else  do  we  do  when 
we  pray  to  Him? 

Teach  one  of  the  following  songs  during 
the  song  practice  periods  this  month: 

'Forgiveness,"  "How  Can  I  Learn,"  "Song 
of  Prayer"  —  Kindergarten  and  Primary 
Songs — Frances  K,  Thomassen  Taylor. 

"Whichever  Way  the  Wind  Doth  Blow" 
— Songs  For  Little  People — Danielson  and 
Conant. 

Second  Sunday,  March  8,  1936 
Lesson  67.    Jesus,  Master  of  Himself. 
Texts:  Matt.  26:57-69;  27:1-31;  Mark  14: 
53-72;  Luke  22:54-71;  John   18:19-40;   Life 
Lessons  for  Little  Ones,  Second  Year. 

Objective:  True  greatness  consists  in  losing 
self  for  the  good  of  others. 
Organization  of  Material: 
Lesson  Outline: 
I.  Jesus  Is  Taken  Prisoner. 

a.  Soldiers  take  Him  from  Gethsemane. 


b.  Disciples  try  to  protect  Him. 

II.  Tried  Before  the  Priests. 

a.  People  seek  to  find  a  charge  against 
Him. 

b.  A  thief  is  exonerated  in  His  stead. 

c.  He  is  humiliated  and  jeered  at. 

d.  He  is  robbed  of  His  clothes. 

III.  Jesus,  Master  of  Himself. 

a.  God  gave  Him  strength. 

b.  He  thought  of  us,  His  brothers  and 
sisters. 

IV.  He  Is  Taken  to  be  Crucified  and  is  Un- 
afraid. 

Picture  No.  67.    Jesus  and  Pilate. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

A  little  boy  once  lived  with  a  grand- 
mother who  had  work  to  do  away  from 
home.  Day  after  day  the  little  boy  sat  in  a 
chair  on  wheels,  in  a  large  lonely  room 
with  only  himself  to  talk  to  or  play  with. 

Once  he  heard  the  beating  of  drums  and 
the  blare  of  trumpets  outside  his  window. 
It  was  a  parade  going  by.  Soldiers  in  fine 
uniforms  stepped  proudly  to  the  music  of  the 
band. 

"Oh!  To  be  a  soldier  and  march  in  a 
parade,"  said  the  little  lame  boy. 

"Coo-roo,  coo-roo,  you  are  too,"  called  a 
pigeon  that  came  to  the  window  every  morn- 
ing for  crumbs.  Quickly  the  boy  turned 
from  the  window,  washed  the  breakfast  dishes 
and  wheeled  his  chair  to  the  cupboard  to 
put  them  in  place.  He  dusted  all  the  places 
he  could  reach  and  watered  the  marigold 
that  grew  in  a  pot  in  the  window.  He  had 
a  bag  of  beautiful  calico  pieces  and  a  needle, 
and  his  grandmother  had  taught  him  how 
to  make  holders  for  hot  pans.  Sometimes 
he  could  finish  one  in  a  day,  very  round  and 
fine,  with  a  brass  ring  by  which  to  hang  it. 
Then  the  holders  were  sold  for  five  cents 
each. 

"You  don't  have  to  march  to  be  a  soldier, 
I  guess,"  thought  the  little  lad.  "I'll  try 
to  be  brave  and  strong  in  my  thoughts  and 
the  work  I  have  to  do  I  shall  do  willingly 
and  cheerfully."  Then  "Coo-roo,  coo-roo, 
you'll  be  a  soldier  too,"  cooed  the  pigeon 
on  the  sill. 

Lesson  Story: 

Application: 

These  few  thoughts  will  help  little  chil- 
dren to  be  masters  of  themselves. 
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Speak  a  kind  word  when  a  cross  one  wants 
to  be  said. 

When  little  hands  are  tempted  to  do  wrong 
deeds,  quickly  put  them  to  doing  a  kind  one. 

Think  not  of  yourself  when  some  one  else 
is  in  need. 

Rest  Exercise:  Let  us  see  how  strong  we 
can  be  when  March  Wind  would  like  to 
tip  us  over.  Some  of  the  children  may  rep- 
resent the  wind  while  the  others  stand  firm 
upon  their  two  feet,  determined  not  to  be 
swayed.  Grab  your  hats.  Pull  in  the  kite 
string,  etc. 

Third  Sunday,  March  15,  1936 
Lesson  68.     Jesus  Finishes  His  Work. 

Texts:  Mark  15:15-47;  Luke  23:26-56; 
John  19:16-31;  Life  Lessons  {or  Little  Ones, 
Second  Year. 

Objective:  True  greatness  consists  in  /os- 
ing  sell  for  the  good  of  others. 

Note:  Some  of  our  Kindergarten  teachers 
have  been  objecting  to  telling  the  story  of 
this  part  of  our  Savior's  life.  Why  should 
we  deprive  little  children  of  the  story  of  the 
greatest  example  of  unselfishness  and  service 
that  the  world  knows?  It  is  not  necessary 
to  horrify  the  little  listeners  if  we  tell  the 
story  as  suggested  in  our  text. 

Picture  No.  68.  Jesus  Finishes  His  Work. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

What  is  happening  to  those  beautiful  white 
snowflakes  that  have  been  so  tightly  packed 
together  all  over  the  ground?  All  during 
the  winter  they  have  been  fluttering  down 
from  their  cloud  home,  making  a  soft  warm 
blanket  for  Mother  Earth.  Sometimes  they 
stayed  with  us  many  days  and  sometimes 
they  were  here  and  gone  in  a  day. 

Those  little  snowflakes  have  had  two  tasks 
to  perform.  First  they  came  to  cover  the 
seed  babies  that  were  sleeping  on  the  ground. 
They  protected  them  from  Jack  Frost.  Now 
that  job  is  finished  they  are  melting  into  many 
drops  of  water  and  together  they  will  make 
a  little  brook  which  in  summer  will  water 
the  farmer's  garden.  When  that  task  is 
finished  they  will  return  again  to  the  cloud 
home  to  get  ready  for  another  winter  time. 

Lesson  Story: 

Application: 

Let  us  all  together  say  again  the  name 
of  that  dear  person  who  unselfishly  lived  and 
died  to  make  others  happy. 

Little  children  can  not  do  for  others  the 
hard  tasks  that  Jesus  did.  But  there  are  many 
things  that  they  can  do  to  be  helpful.  We 
can  be  kind  and  patient  with  those  who 
annoy  us.  When  little  brother  cries  to  go 
with  us  on  an  errand,  we  can  take  him  by 
the  hand  and  walk  slowly  with  him.  He 
is  not  so  strong  as  we;  so  he  cannot  hurry  as 
fast. 

When  Mother  calls  us  in  from  play  what 
should  we  do?    What  kind  of  little  people 


would  say,  "Here  I  come,  Mother?"  Strong, 
unselfish,  helpful  little  people,  of  course. 

Rest  Exercise:  Represent  falling  snow- 
flakes.  Play  at  being  children  sweeping  the 
snow  away.  Be  the  sun  and  wind  to  melt 
the  snow.  Taking  hold  of  hands  form  a 
circle  and  run  on  toes  around  the  room 
representing  the  brook. 

Fourth  Sunday,  March  22,  1936 

Lesson  69.    Jesus  Awakens  From  Death. 

Texts:  John  20:1-19;  Matt  28:1-11;  Mark 
16:1-12;  Luke  24:143;  Life  Lessons  for  Little 
Ones,  Second  Year. 

Objective:  All  who  live  and  believe  in 
Christ  have  joy  in  the  thought  of  life  after 
death. 

Picture  No.  69.  "He  appeared  first  to 
Mary  Magdalene." 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

When  the  trees  have  shed  their  leaves, 
they  seem  to  be  dead,  don't  they?  They 
are  not.  They  are  sleeping  until  springtime 
comes.  Springtime  is  awakening  time.  When 
the  trees  have  awakened  they  will  go  on 
with  their  work  of  making  new  leaves.  In 
the  autumn  they  went  to  sleep  with  the  roots 
of  the  flowers  and  the  seed  babies  that  are 
on  the  ground.  They  know  that  God  will 
take  care  of  them.  That  He  will  waken  them 
when  spring  has  come. 

Jesus  told  His  friends  that  after  He  had 
rested  in  the  tomb  for  awhile,  He  would 
awaken  and  live  again.  Today  our  lesson 
story  tells  that  that  is  just  what  He  did. 

Lesson  Story: 

Application:  Knowing  as  we  do  of  Jesus' 
beautiful  life  and  good  works  do  we  not 
believe  that  the  words  He  spoke  were  true? 
I  am  sure  that  every  one  of  us  is  happy  to 
know  that  some  day  we  will  live  again  where 
Jesus  is,  and  be  with  those  we  love  who  have 
gone  there  before  us. 

Rest  Exercise:  Represent  the  bare  trees 
that  seem  dead  but  are  really  just  asleep. 
Sway  gently  in  the  wind  then  open  the  eyes, 
lift  the  head  and  stretch  the  arms  above 
the  head  (trees  awakening).  Sing  "Rock- 
a-Bye  Baby  in  the  Tree  Top,"  making  a 
cradle  with  the  arms. 

Fifth  Sunday,  March  29,  1936 
Lesson  69B. 

There  being  no  lesson  in  the  text  for  this 
Sunday  we  suggest  that  we  continue  the 
message  which  Jesus'  Mission  has  given  us. 
We  submit  the  following  story  taken  from 
The  Children's  Friend,  January,  1907. 
"Forgetting  Self  For  Others" 

She  was  her  father's  little  June  rose,  for 
she  was  born  in  the  month  of  June,  and  her 
name  was  Rosalee,  which  suited  her  well 
for  her  cheeks  were  like  roses  and  "lee" 
really  means  laugh.  She  always  had  a  smile 
which  most  often  broke  into  a  laugh.  She 
was  loved  dearly  for  she  always  had  so 
many  ideas  for  making  others  happy. 
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All  through  the  month  of  May,  when  the 
peach  and  apple  trees  in  the  yard  were  in 
bloom  and  nodding  a  sweet  welcome  when- 
ever they  saw  her,  she  had  been  thinking 
and  thinking  of  a  bright  idea  she  had,  and 
finally,  when  the  blossoms  had  all  blown 
away  to  Fairyland,  her  idea  was  finished. 

"Mother,"  she  said  one  night  before  bed- 
time prayers,  "do  you  know  what's  coming 
next  Wednesday?"      I1 

"Of  course,"  said  Mother,  "do  you  think 
I  could  forget  that  it  will  be  June  then, 
and  one  June  gave  me  one  of  my  most 
precious  gifts.  And  what  shall  I  give  you 
for  your  birthday?" 

"Please,  Mother,  if  you  don't  mind,  may 
I  have  the  money  that  a  present  would 
cost?"  suggested  Rosalee. 

"If  you  would  rather  have  it,  you  may," 
replied  Mother  in  surprise. 

Then  what  did  this  little  June  Rose  do 
but  ask  her  elder  sister,  Grace,  her  brother 
Bob,  Grandfather,  Daddy,  and  even  Aunt 
Alice,  just  the  same  question;  and  they  each 
smiled  and  agreed  to  give  her  the  money 
instead  of  buying  a  present  with  it.  They 
all  wondered,  though,  why  Rosalee  should 
wish  it 

"Wait  and  see,"  Rosalee  said  quiedy.  "It 
is  going  to  be  the  loveliest  birthday  you  ever 
heard  of." 

"Do  you  want  the  money  that  the  flour 
and  sugar  and  butter  and  eggs  that  go  into 
the  cake  would  cost?" 

"No,  I  would  like  the  cake,  the  same  as 
always,  please,"  said  the  laughing  June  Rose. 

For  a  few  days  she  puzzled  all  the  family 
by  her  actions.  Each  day  when  she  came 
from  school  she  crept  into  the  house  with 
her  hands  behind  her. 

Because  Wednesday  was  a  very  special 
day,  Mother  put  the  kitchen  table  out  on 
the  back  lawn  for  supper.  In  the  center  of 
the  table  was  a  beautiful  birthday  cake  and 
at  each  plate  a  bundle. 

"What's  all  this?  Looks  like  Christmas," 
exclaimed  Grandfather  when  all  were  seated. 

"Yes,  this  is  a  birthday  Christmas  and  the 
presents  are  for  you." 

Bob's  eyes  opened  wide  for  there  was 
the  very  pencil  box  he  had  been  wanting, 
and  Grandfather  began  at  once  to  cool  him- 
self with  the  straw  fan  for  very  hot  days. 
Everyone  was  remembered  with  something 
fine.  Rosalee  was  the  only  one  who  didn't 
have  a  package  to  open.  But,  she  was  the 
happiest  person  there. 

"Isn't  it  fun  to  have  Christmas  in  the  middle 
of  summer?" 

"Did  I  say  there  was  no  present  for  Rosa- 
lee? Oh!  but  there  was,  and  it  was — a  very 
happy   little  heart." — Adapted. 

Application:  There  are  many  times  every 
day  when  little  children  can  forget  their 
wants  to  help  another. 


Sit  patiently  at  table  while  waiting  to  be 
served. 

Let  the  playmate  choose  first  which  toy 
he  wishes  to  play  with. 

Be  willing  for  the  playtime  to  wait  until 
home  chores  are  finished. 

Cheerfully  perform  tasks  which  seem  un- 
pleasant, etc. 

CRADLE  CLASS  SUGGESTIONS 

I.  Show  pictures  of  children  walking  in  the 
wind.  Discuss  this  very  important  gift  that 
God  has  given  us.  How  does  it  help  us? 
Do  we  see  it?  How  do  we  know  that  the 
wind  is  blowing?  Show  a  pin-wheel.  Pin 
wheels  may  be  made  of  a  square  of  paper, 
a  pin  and  a  twig.  Tell  a  story  about  the 
wind,  Mother  Nature's  housemaid. 

II.  Show  a  twig  with  the  brown  buds  and 
let  the  children  handle  it  and  talk  about  the 
hidden  babies. 

"Rock-a-bye,  babies,  upon  the  tree  top, 
When  the  wind  blows  the  cradle  will  rock. 
When  the  wind  blows  the  cradle  won't  fall, 
But  safely  swings  baby  buds,  cradle  and  all." 
Tell  how  Mother  Nature  has  taken  care  of 
the  baby  buds  during  the  winter.  Compare 
the  growth  of  these  babies  with  that  of  our 
baby  brothers  and  sisters.  They  at  first  cling 
so  closely  to  the  mother  tree  as  she  feeds 
them  and  protects  them  from  harm.  Gradu- 
ally they  grow  and  stretch  out  the  little  leaves 
to  catch  the  sunbeams.  Then  when  they  are 
quite  big  children  they  dance  and  play  to- 
gether all  day  in  the  breeze.  As  they  grow 
older  they  work  too,  making  cool  shade 
for  the  warm  traveler.  Then  when  their 
work  is  done  they  go  back  to  Mother  Earth 
from  whom  they  came,  just  as  God's  chil- 
dren return  to  Him  when  they  have  finished 
the  work  He  gave  them  to  do. 

III.  Tell  the  story  of  "Jesus  and  the  Storm" 
found  in  Mark  4:37-39.  Even  the  wind  and 
the  water  obey  Jesus  when  He  speaks  to 
them.  Talk  about  boats  and  what  the  wind 
does  to  them.  Make  a  boat  of  newspaper 
folded  and  pinned  with  a  twig  and  a  clean 
handkerchief  for  a  sail. 

ACTIVITIES  DURING  THE 
PRIESTHOOD  PERIOD 

At  this,  the  "awakening"  season,  we  might 
devote  this  period  each  Sunday  in  March  to 
the  making  of  wall  charts  which  show  na- 
ture's awakening.  Find  in  magazines  pictures 
of  trees  in  bud,  in  blossom  and  in  full  leaf. 
With  drawing  and  cuttings  show  the  wind 
and  its  work. 

Show  seeds,  buds  and  blossoms  of  the 
flowers. 

Show  baby  animals  with  their  mothers. 

Show  the  birds  and  their  nests. 

Let  the  children  do  all  the  cutting,  draw- 
ing and  pasting,  but  under  the  careful  super- 
vision of  the  teacher. 
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"That  Laughter  costs   too   much 
decency." — Quintilian. 

Let  Out 

Elderly  Gentleman  (bewildered  at  the 
elaborate  wedding) :  "Are  you  the  bride- 
groom, young  man." 

Wedding  Guest:  "No,  sir,  I  am  not;  I  was 
eliminated  in  the  semi-finals." 

Glad  to  be  Missed 

"I  shall  miss  you  while  you  are  on  your 
hunting  trip,  dear,"  said  the  young  wife 
affectionately,  "and  I  shall  pray  that  the 
hunters  you  are  going  with  will  do  the  same." 

Father  Said  No  More 

"Jimmy,  I  wish  you'd  learn  better  table 
manners;  you're  a  regular  little  pig  at  the 
table." 

Deep  silence  on  Jimmy's  part.  So  father, 
in  order  to  impress  him  more,  added,  "I  say, 
Jimmy,  do  you  know  what  a  pig  is?" 

"Yes,  sir,"  replied  Jimmy  meekly,  "It's  a 
hog's  little  boy." 

Outdoing  Lizzie 

Mr.  Newlywed:  "I  wonder  why  it  is  we 
can't  save  anything." 

Mrs.  Newlywed:  "It's  the  neighbors,  dear; 
they  are  always  doing  something  we  can't 
afford." 

Old  Stuff 

Wallie:  "Gee,  pop,  there's  a  man  at  the 
circus  who  jumps  on  a  horse's  back,  slips 
underneath,  catches  hold  of  its  tail,  and  finish- 
es up  on  the  horse's  neck!" 

Dad:  "That's  easy.  I  did  all  that  the  first 
time  I  ever  rode  a  horse." 

Dirge 

The  barber   takes   the   red-hot   towel, 
As   though   he   were   just   learning, 
And  drops  it  quickly  on  your  face 
To  keep  his  hands  from  burning. 

Well  Informed 

Paul:   "An  awful  lot  of  girls  don't  want 
to  marry." 
Lowell:  "How  do  you  know?" 
Paul:    "I've  asked  them,' 


which  is  purchased  by  the  sacrifice  of 


Already  in  Practice 

Ship's  Cook:  "Have  you  ever  been  on  a 
seagoing  vessel  before?" 

New  Assistant:  "Yes,  I  used  to  be  gunner 
on  a  warship. 

"Good,  you  can  start  by  shelling  them 
peas." 

No  News 

Triumphant  Suitor:  "Well,  Willie,  your 
sister  is  going  to  marry  me!  How  is  that  for 
news?" 

Willie:  "Huh!  Are  you  just  NOW  finding 
that  out?" 

"Who's  That  Knocking?" 

Valet  (to  master) :  "Sir,  your  car  is  at  the 
door." 

Master:   "Yes,  I  hear  it  knocking." 

He  Can  Take  It 

Housewife  (to  tramp) :  "I  know  you.  You 
are  one  of  the  tramps  that  I  gave  a  pie  to 
last  summer." 

Tramp:  "You  are  right,  madam.  You 
gave  it  to  three  of  us.  I  am  the  sole  sur- 
vivor." 

How  to  Get  on  Relief 

"I  don't  suppose  you  don't  know  of  nobody 
who  don't  want  to  hire  nobody  to  do  nothing, 
do  you?" 

Words  Don't  Count 

Patient:  "How  can  I  ever  repay  you  for 
your  kindness  to  me?" 
Doctor:  "By  check,  postal  order,  or  cash." 

Or  Luck 

"Is  he  a  reckless  driver?" 

"Say,  when  the  road  turns  the  same  way 
he  does,  its  just  a  coincidence!" — American 
Boy. 

Not  Guilty 

Employer:  "John,  I  wish  you  wouldn't 
whistle  at  your  work." 

Boy:  "I  wasn't  working,  Sir." — American 
Boy. 


Ring  Out  the  Old,  Ring  in  the 
New 

THERE  IS  ONE 

Jleto  §ear'g 
Resolution 

which  you  can  make  with  profit 
this  year. 

RESOLVE  to  get  double  value 
from  your  subscription  to  The 
Improvement  Era,  by  carefully 
saving  all  issues  and  having  them 
permanently  bound  in  one  vol- 
ume. Such  a  volume  makes 
good  reading  for  the  entire 
family.     Prices  very  reasonable. 

W&t  Beaeret  Jletos 

29  Richards  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

"Pioneer  Printers  and  Binders 
of  the  West" 
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DESSERT  and 
BUFFET   SERVER 

For  pies,  cakes,  cold 
cuts,  salads,  vegeta- 
bles. A  limited  supply 
...  no  more  than  two 
to  a  customer.  Come 
in  and  get  yours  now. 

Holmes  &  Edwards  Inlaid* 
has  blocks  of  Sterling  Silver 
at  the  two  points  of  wear  on 
the  most  used  pieces,  bat 
costs  no  more  than  you  would 
expect  to  pay  for  "Something 
More  Than  Plate." 

00 

An    International   Silver 
ActualsizeSH"long       CoMPANY   «*ualit>r   V™*™*- 

Anderson  Jewelry  Company 
SALT  LAKE     -     OGDEN 

Authorised  Dealer 
HOLMES  &  EDWARDS  INLAID 

*ReK.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off. ^^^^ 


A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

EVERYTHING  TO  FURNISH  THE  HOME 

Out  of  the  high  rent  district.     We  own  our  own  building  and  buy  for  our  different  stores  in  car-loads,  and 

having  the  money  we  take  every  advantage  of  all  cash  discounts. 

Our  loaded  trucks  with  furniture  deliver  all  over  Utah.     Southern  Idaho  and  parts  of  Nevada 

GRANITE  ccSEBf? 

1050  East  21st  South,  Sugarhouse — Murray — Park  City 


SAY  THAT  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  THE  INSTRUCTOR 


RULON   S.    A/ELLS 
CHURCH    OFFICE    BLDG, 
CITY 


THE  ONE  CERTAIN  GIFT  TO  THEM 


Ton  can  arrange  through  Beneficial  Insurance  a  gift  to  your  loved  ones.  Annually  or  monthly  as 
you  may  desire.  Beneficial  Life  Insurance  is  the  one  medium  that  removes  the  danger  and  injects  sta- 
bility in  the  home  of  the  wise  men  of  today. 

If  you  want  the  best — see  that  it's  a  Beneficial  Policy. 


eOMPi^T 


Home  Office 


Salt  Lakf 


x,  VtA  _ 
Utah 


HEBER   J.    GRANT,   FRKSIDKKT 


